
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
February 16, 2020 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR 
Today:  Sunday, February 16, 2020 
Birthday Party for our 181st Year – with Birthday Cake and 
memories with family and friends 
In Lyle Buck Hall, following the 10:30 a.m. worship service 
Next week:  Sunday, February 23, 2020 
Youth Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 
In Lyle Buck Hall, following the 10:30 a.m. worship service 

LITURGISTS:  Evelyn (8:30); Linda (10:30) 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:  Ushers & Greeters:  Angela (8:30); Chrissy (10:30);  
Tech Crew:  Barry, Tracy, Jonathan, Sara  

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Jean in loving memory of 
Jonathan who died on February 21, 2019. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:30 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another:  Children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. 
Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following worship 
in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages  
4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their 
children following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship 
Bridge. They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and 
return the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 

TODAY WE ARE CELEBRATING THE 181ST ANNIVERSARY of The First Presbyterian 
Church. Our congregation was chartered on February 13, 1839 as the First 
Presbyterian Church of Ellicott City. Our roots are in the company mill towns 
along the Patapsco River, in the communities of immigrant mill workers from 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and England. 

EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY 
TODAY Sunday, February 16 at 2:00 p.m. 
This month’s featured speaker is Chiara D’Amore. Chiara is the founder of 
Columbia Families in Nature, and the Community Ecology Institute. She will speak 
about the current work of the Institute, and will be joined by others in our 
community involved in this exciting venture. 
 

  



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 16, 2020 

Please pray for:  Henrietta, Burta, Dave, Phil, Dylan, Mil, Blondelle, Rose, Carol, 
Doris, Shirley, Shirley, Beth  
Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Vivian, Russ & Barb, 
Virginia  
Friends & Family:  former church member, Steve; Andrew, Ann, Rosemary, Peter, 
Aaron, Tim, Emily, David  
Upcoming Surgery:  Emma  
Recovering from Surgery:  Darlene, Nelda  
Bereaved:  Judy, Jimmy’s Family, Alice; Ed and Catherine, Leigh, Cathy, Barb and 
Sarah  
Care Center:  Marvin, Reva, Jim  
Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Jeff and Natalie, in the death of Jeff’s 
brother Jim, on February 11, 2020. 
Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
Frederick Douglass (February 1818 – February 20, 1895) Born into slavery on the 
eastern shore of Maryland of an unknown white man and a black slave woman, 
Douglass, whose given name was Frederick Augustus Bailey, became a leader in 
civil rights movements of the 19th century. Largely a self-taught reader, he 
became a powerful orator and writer. He was turned over by his owner to a 
“slave-breaker” to be tamed. One day they fought, and Frederick won. He points 
to this incident as the turning point in his life as a slave. He wrote, “It rekindled 
the few expiring embers of freedom, and revived within me a sense of my own 
manhood.” At age 21 he escaped to New York and began more than 40 years of 
fearless work for the abolition of slavery and women’s rights. He wrote several 
autobiographies. His first and best known was published in 1848:  Narrative Life 
of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for France, Germany, Monaco.  
We thank God for: 

 The generosity in supporting ecumenical, interfaith and development in the 
world. 

We pray for: 

 Churches and governments to effectively counter anti-immigrant populist 
sentiments in these countries so that they truly will become more multi-ethnic. 

 Economic decisions that are accountable to those who are most vulnerable and 
not only to those making a profit. 

 Election of political leaders who will further the common good not only for their 
country but for the sake of Europe and the rest of the world. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2020 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Chestnut Grove Church in Phoenix – Andy Gathman, Pastor 
 Christ Memorial Church in Columbia – Scott Hoffman, Pastor 
 Christ Our Anchor Church in Annapolis – Jessica Lowry, Pastor 



WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS 

WE WELCOME Nelda Clelland as our GUEST MUSICIAN this morning.  
Nelda Clelland works full-time as an engineering educator for a large corporation. 
She has over 45 years of experience as a church organist and music director for 
multiple denominations. She is a freelance pianist and accompanist. Nelda lives in 

Catonsville and has 2 grown sons and 3 grandchildren. 

THANK YOU to John for singing this morning at the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

MUSIC MINISTRY  
Handbell Choir – Wednesday, Februray 19 at 7:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir – Thursday, Februray 27 at 7:15 p.m. 
 Questions? Contact the church office 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION HOUR, 9:30-10:25 a.m. 
Detailed class descriptions are in the February 2020 Tidings. 

Conversations on Race Book Study:  One Goal by Amy Bass 
facilitated by Paula and Erin– Room 258 
February 16, 23 

From Christ to Constantine and a Bit Beyond:  A Look at the Early Christians 
with Bill  
through March 29 

The Bible in Depth:  Isaiah - facilitated by Doyle  
Continues all year—all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor 

Young Adult Games & Conversation - facilitated by Ann and Brian  
Continues all year—Room 205 

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available on Sunday mornings at the Wake Up 
Station on the second floor across from the Parlor until 10:20 a.m. Get a 
cup of coffee and head to class! Please return the cups to the drop off bins. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – with Pastor Sue 
9:30 – 11:00 a.m., every Wednesday, every week – in the Parlor 
We are studying the life of David. Everyone welcome! 
Snow Policy:  If Howard County Public Schools are closed there will be no Bible 
Study. If there is a 2 hour delay we will meet at 10:00 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS at 9:30 a.m. - Ark and L.I.F.E. will gather in the 
Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. then will go to their classes! 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
  Next Class - Thursday, February 20, 6:30-8:00 p.m. – Room 258 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

 Senior High Supper, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
   Wednesday, February 19, 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Spaghetti Lunch & Auction – NEXT Sunday, February 23 
Come one and all to the Youth Ministry Spaghetti Lunch and Auction! 
This is a big fundraising event for First Presbyterian Youth. Proceeds of the 
event go to fund youth programs and help defray the cost of retreats and 
other youth activities, keeping them affordable for all. 
Come and enjoy a delicious spaghetti lunch served by our Mid and Senior 
High Youth and stay for the ever-exciting auction—we will have both 
donated items AND delicious desserts! In addition to our lively live and 
silent auctions, we will have a bake sale table with a wide variety of 
goodies for purchase. 
Visit firstpreshc.org/auction to sign up to volunteer or donate desserts or 
other items for the silent and live auctions and the bake sale.   
Questions? Contact the church office 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

OUR COLD WEATHER SHELTER GUESTS ARE HERE!  
They may come to worship, so be your most excellent friendly selves! Please do 
not enter the sleeping rooms in the Sunday School areas. Please consider coming 
to the church on Monday, February 17th (President’s Day) from 7:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. to put the church back to rights. Contact the church office. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – February - Fight Against Cold 
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather 
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much 
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the 
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please 
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious 
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling. 

HEALTH NEWS 

CORONAVIRUS:  During the flu season, and especially in light of the news about 
the coronavirus, we want to remind you that there are hand sanitizers 
throughout the church for you to use. Hand sanitizer dispensers are located in 
the Upper Commons near Branch Hall; on the second floor near the water 
fountains by the Church Office; on the lower level near the water fountain 
outside Lyle Buck Hall; in the L.I.F.E. area; and between the boys and girls 
bathrooms in the Ark Sunday School area. Please be proactive! Wash your 
hands. And if you feel sick, please take care of yourself and others by staying 
home to rest! 

 

 

 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

CHURCH OFFICE & BUILDING CLOSED on Monday, February 17, 2020 in 
observance of Presidents’ Day. 

THE LUNCH BUNCH is having its next gathering at Glory Days, 10035 Baltimore 
National Pike, Ellicott City on Tuesday, February 25, 2020 at 11:30 a.m.  
That’s across from the Enchanted Forest Shopping Center and along the side of 
the Double T Diner. And it is TACO TUESDAY! Retirees and empty nesters are 
invited to enjoy some time out with friends and help pick the next time and 
location! Sign up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org. 
Want to carpool? Contact the church office if you need a ride. 

SESSION MEETING, Tuesday, February 25, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be the Session dinner this month. 

EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY 
Sunday, March 15 at 2:00 p.m. 
We will welcome David Barnhart, filmmaker and Presbyterian! We’ll screen his 
latest project, Flint:  The Poisoning of an American City. Make plans to attend! 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION explores what it means to be part of The First 
Church household. This one session class scheduled on Sunday, March 22, 2020, 
at 11:45 a.m. is the way to become a member. Lunch will be served. Please 
contact the church office if you plan to attend or need childcare. 

PER CAPITA FOR 2020 is $36.00. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share 
of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General 
Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each 
member of the church. Have you paid your per capita? Thank you to those  
71 people who have paid already! 

LENT IS COMING 

SHROVE TUESDAY, February, 25, 2020 - Pancake Supper in Lyle Buck Hall 
5:30–7:30 p.m. | $2 each/$5 per family 
If you are available to help with set-up, clean-up, or preparing pancakes please 
contact Joanna Rollins or Woody Collins. 

ASH WEDNESDAY, February 26, 2020 
11:45 a.m. - Brief Service of Imposition of Ashes in the Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. - A service of prayer, song, with the imposition of ashes, Sanctuary 
Our worship together on Ash Wednesday gives us an opportunity to focus and 
ready ourselves for the journey inward and journey outward of the next six 
weeks of Lent. 

LENTEN STUDY & SOUP SUPPER 
Wednesday Nights in Lent in Lyle Buck Hall 
March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1 
Supper at 6:30 p.m. - $2.00 per person 
Study starts at 7:00 p.m. – Leave by 8:15 p.m. 
We will be reading and discussing the book Entering the Passion of Jesus… 
A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week by Amy–Jill Levine. You can order the book on 
Amazon, ISBN-13: 978-1-5018-6955-6. Be sure to order the book and not the 
leader’s guide. 

 

  



Honoring our Legacy:  
Slavery in Howard County 

Every day, many of us drive by sites in Howard County that we know as 

beloved landmarks, but we must also recognize that many of these sites 

were once the homes of families who enslaved people. This month, we 

will explore four areas around the county where people were enslaved. 

We invite you to reflect on the lives of these people who helped create 

the legacies that we so cherish. 

People on the Way 

Each week, we see names of people in the bulletin for whom we are 

encouraged to pray. Some are historical figures. Some are local clergy. 

Some are our mission partners, and some are members of our own 

congregation. We also have a prayer journal in which members of the 

congregation make note of family and friends they would like us to lift 

up in prayer.  

In 1867, the Maryland General Assembly authorized a commission to 

create a compilation of slave statistics by county and owner in hopes 

that the federal government would compensate the owners. Enslavers 

provided the commissioner with information on each enslaved person 

for whom they claimed ownership. The commissioner then recorded 

the lists and filed the records with the clerk of the circuit court of his 

county. 

The Maryland State Archives maintains a digitized version of the 

handwritten lists. This week, we ask you to add to your prayers the 

names of those who were enslaved in our community, possibly on the 

very land on which our church was built, including those enslaved by 

the families of members of our congregation. 

 

People enslaved by Thadeus S Clark. Note the names of the children.  

Their surnames differ from those of the adults indicating that they may have been taken from their 

parents. 

 

 

 

 



 

A portion of one of 16 pages of the names of people  

enslaved by members of the Dorsey family.  

 

 

Reflect 

We lift the names of these people who lived and labored in our community, 

who were considered property and not treated with the humanity or respect 

they deserved. They no doubt worked the land around us, and cared for the 

homes and children of their enslavers. How do we honor their contributions 

to our vibrant community?  
 

 

 
  



 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School – The Education Hour 

Ages 2 through Adult  
Ark is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 

L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 
Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 

Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 
And a variety of changing classes for Adults 

Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 
Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service 

10:30 a.m. Worship | 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER THROUGH FEBRUARY 17 

Sunday, February 16th 
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY | 181ST BIRTHDAY OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 8:30 a.m. Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Church School for all ages 
  Grab & Go Coffee  
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 
 11:45 a.m. Nominating Committee 
 2:00 p.m. Earth Forum of Howard County 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 

Monday, February 17th 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY – CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 7:00 a.m. Cold Weather Shelter Take Down 

Tuesday, February 18th 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 

Wednesday, February 19th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 6:00 p.m. Senior High Supper 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Thursday, February 20th 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

Friday, February 21st 

 11:30 a.m. Bulletins & Tidings Folded 

Saturday, February 22nd 

 3:00 p.m. Set-up Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 

Sunday, February 23rd 
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

MINUTE FOR MISSION – BRIDGES TO HOUSING STABILITY 
 8:30 a.m. Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Church School for all ages 
  Grab & Go Coffee  
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. for the April 2020 Issue #4. 


