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GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences,
penetrates walls to arrive at its destination full of hope.
Maya Angelou

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
God is in the water that restores our soul.
And God is in the night when we lose our way.
God is in today and tomorrow,
raising up leaders, prophets and dreamers.
And God is in the wilderness with us – every step of the way.
So with confidence we declare –
If God is in those spaces, then God is surely here.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

Chorale Prelude

Cesar Franck

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Creator and Healer, root of all goodness,
working your Sabbath will in the chaos of our life:
teach us the insight that gives true judgment
and praises you wherever you are found,
making miracles from spit and mud;
through Jesus Christ, the Child of earth.
Amen.
* Hymn 450

Be Thou My Vision
(see next page)

Slane

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Healing God,
through your Child Jesus you heal those who are blind;
over and over Jesus opens people’s eyes.
So today we confess that we often choose
to keep our eyes closed.
We turn away from injustice in our world,
worried you might ask us to work for change.
We close our eyes to our privilege,
because the truth is uncomfortable.
We avoid eye contact with those who are suffering
to avoid identifying with their pain.
Forgive us for failing to be your Church in the world.
Guide us from the depths of our wilderness into your light.
(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…)

Assurance of Grace
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* Response of Praise (singing together)

Let There Be Love and Understanding

Let there be love and understanding among us,
Let peace and friendship be our shelter from the storm.
Words of Welcome

HEAR
A Prayer
Prayer for Illumination – Richard of Chichester (c. 1197-1253)
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits which you have won for us,
for all the pains and insults which you have borne for us.
O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother,
may we know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day.
Amen.
Psalter Lesson: Psalm 23
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2
He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Hymn 803

My Shepherd Will Supply My Need (Psalm 23)

1 My shepherd will supply my need;
Jehovah is his name.
In pastures fresh he makes me feed,
beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back
when I forsake his ways,
and leads me, for his mercy's sake,
in paths of truth and grace.
2 When I walk through the shades of death
your presence is my stay;
one word of your supporting breath
drives all my fears away.
Your hand, in sight of all my foes,
does still my table spread;
my cup with blessings overflows;
your oil anoints my head.
3 The sure provisions of my God
attend me all my days;
O may your house be my abode,
and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest,
while others go and come;
no more a stranger, or a guest,
but like a child at home.
A Song
The Lord is my Shepherd, I’ll walk with him always.
He leads me by still waters, I’ll walk with him always.
Always, always, I’ll walk with him always.
Always, always, I’ll walk with him always.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever.
Amen.

Resignation

A Story – The Gospel Lesson: John 9:1-15, 24-39
9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in
him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no
one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said
this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went
and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before
as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am
the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered,
“The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I do not know.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes.
Then I washed, and now I see.”
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said
to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we
do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing!
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God
does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.
32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him,
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is
he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world
for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become
blind.”
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!

Sermon

A Place to See

Morton Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)
We acknowledge that God’s sovereign love
is a mystery beyond the reach of human minds.
We ascribe to God superlatives of
power, wisdom, and goodness.
But in Jesus Christ God reveals love
by showing power in the form of a servant,
wisdom in the folly of the cross,
and goodness in receiving sinful people.
The power of God’s love in Christ transforms the world
and discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator
who made all things to serve the purpose of his love.
Thanks be to God!
Concerns and Remembrances
Prayer of Gratitude and Concern
God of life:
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
O Christ, the Master Carpenter,
who at the last, through wood and nails,
purchased our whole salvation,
wield well your tools in the workshop of your world,
so that we who come rough-hewn to your bench
may here be fashioned to a truer beauty of your hand.
We ask it for your own name’s sake. Amen.
Offering
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

from The Confession of 1967

SEND AND BLESS

* Closing Responses
Choose this day whom you will serve
We will serve the living God.
The road is narrow that leads to life;
We will walk the way of Christ.
We offer more than words, O God;
We offer you our lives.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* Benediction
Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected in these days of social distance


WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or to
arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.

Program Staff Cell Phone Numbers
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-3768
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-4305
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator, 410-292-3400
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