
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
May 24, 2020 

TODAY 

Today, during the coronavirus alert, we are Live Streaming worship at  
10:30 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace, 
Spread the Word, not the virus. 

ON-LINE WORSHIP IS A NEW EXPERIENCE. Here’s a few ideas about how to 
make it more meaningful. To enhance the audio, use headphones, earbuds or a 
small Bluetooth speaker. Gather some items for a home worship space. It might 
be your coffee table or kitchen table or desk – wherever you are sitting to 
watch/participate in the Live Stream. Include a candle and matchstick so you can 
light the candle in your home when Pastor Sue lights the candle in the Sanctuary. 
The Liturgical Color for the season of Easter is WHITE. You could place some 
WHITE cloth under the candle. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a 
hard copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it 
and join in the liturgy while you watch. Are there flowers blooming in your 
garden? Put one or two in a bud vase for your home worship space. Mark the 
text beforehand in a Bible, so you can follow the reading 
(the text will also be printed in the online bulletin.) Next week is Pentecost, and 
the liturgical color will change to RED. Other ideas? Take a photo of your home 
worship space and send it to sharris@firstpreshc.org. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:  Thanks to the Live Stream Worship Team. 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Agnes in celebration of 
Roy’s birthday on May 24; and by Martin and Caroline in celebration of their 35th 
wedding anniversary on May 25. 

REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 
crisis to remember those who have died from this virus. 

ALL IN-PERSON ACTIVITIES, STUDY GROUPS, MEETINGS AND SERVICES ARE 
CANCELLED THROUGH May 31, 2020. Some groups will meet via ZOOM or other 
online apps. THE CHURCH OFFICE is currently CLOSED, and the church staff are 
working from home, but someone will be checking the building daily. The 
building is locked. Please contact the church staff via email, listed on the back of 
First Day! So, contact us if you need us, we’re here for you.  
Keep washing your hands! Stay healthy!  

MEMORIAL DAY is tomorrow, Monday, May 25, 2020. This is a holiday for the 
Church Staff and they will not be working tomorrow. Enjoy your holiday as 
safely as you can! 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE will begin on Sunday, June 7, 2020. Worship will 
be live-streamed beginning at 10:00 a.m. Gathering Time will begin at 
approximately 9:45 a.m. 
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GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 24, 2020 
Please pray for:  Mispa, Justin, Burta, Dave, Phil, Dylan, Mil, Rose, Carol, Betty, Dede, 
Doris, Shirley, Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood 
and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have tested positive for Covid – 19; 
healthcare workers and essential employees working during Covid-19 pandemic. 
Non-Resident Members: Frank & Betty, Vivian, Russ & Barb, Virginia  
Friends & Family:  Evan, Andrew, Kalene, Dennis, Rosemary, Joyce, Peter, Aaron, Tim, 
Myrna, Emily, David, Mary, The Wynne Family 
Recovering from Surgery:  Donna, Emma, Dan  
Bereaved:  Marvin, Alice  
Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Shari, in the death of her husband,  
Ed on May 22, 2020. Ed was the Director of Contemporary Music at First Presbyterian 
Church of Howard County for many years. 
Care Center:  Marvin, Reva, Jim 
Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-and-
christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak. 

Please contact one of the Pastors:  Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 

 

PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
Daniel Thambyrajah Niles, always known as D.T. Niles, (May 4, 1908 – July 17, 1970) was 
born in Jaffna, Ceylon (Sri Lanka) into a family of Congregational and Methodist ministers 
dating to the first Tamil convert in 1821. He graduated from what is now United 
Theological College in Bangalore, India, later earning a doctorate at the University of 
London. His ecumenical involvement began with the Students Christian Movement for 
India, Burma, and Ceylon and continued at the International Missionary Council meeting 
in Madras in 1938. He delivered the keynote address at the founding of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) in Amsterdam (1948). He spoke of the need for Christians to 
transcend racial and ideological differences, a theme he returned to 20 years later when 
he was called upon to replace the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as opening 
preacher at the council’s fourth assembly in Uppsala, Sweden. In the WCC he served 
successfully as chairman of the Youth Department, executive secretary of the 
Department of Evangelism, and one of the six world presidents. Meanwhile, he headed 
the Methodist Church of Ceylon, the National Christian Council of Ceylon, the World’s 
Student Christian Federation, and the East Asia Christian Conference (which he was 
instrumental in founding). Though he was an active and faithful Methodist, he was 
dedicated to worldwide ecumenism rather than national or denominational 
confessionalism. A close friend of Karl Barth, Dr. Niles wrote numerous books on 
preaching, theology and non-Christian religion. He was a champion of independence for 
the missionary/colonial churches in Asia and Africa. 
May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. We give thanks for the diversity of Asian 
languages, cultures and religions, and celebrate the distinctive quality of Asian culture as 
it embraces and practices Christianity and enriches our own experience of the means of 
grace. 
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Angola, Mozambique 

We thank God for:   

• The rich natural resources in these countries, which God intends for the good of all. 
We pray for: 

• A healing of the lingering scars and memories from colonization and civil wars, 

• Protection of the land rights of the people. 
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  

visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2020 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Good Shepherd Church in Joppatown – Keith Roberts, Pastor 

 Govans Church in Baltimore City – Tom Harris, Pastor 

http://www.oikoumene.org/


WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS 

THE PENTECOST OFFERING unites us in a church-wide effort to support young 
people and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the 
church and the world. The Pentecost Offering lets us support the development of 
children, youth and young adults in our community and throughout the country. 
Forty percent of this offering stays within our community because we want to 
build the household of God together, in this place. The remainder is sent on to 
our denomination so that young adults can lay a foundation for their lives 
through a year of service as part of the Young Adult Volunteer program. For more 
information go to:  Presbyterian Special Offerings - Building God's Household  
For a coloring page about the Pentecost Offering go to:  Presbyterian Special 
Offerings - Pentecost Coloring Page 
Next Sunday, May 31 is Pentecost Sunday, please support this worthwhile effort 
for the young people in our church and across PC-USA.  

MUSIC MINISTRY  
Handbell Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsals will resume beginning 
Wednesday, May 27 & Thursday, May 28, respectively,  
via Zoom at 7:30 p.m. 

If you would like to participate in either ensemble, please contact Matt 
(mmay@firstpreshc.org). Chancel Choir will work on the next Virtual Choir song 
during part of the rehearsal. Current members of each ensemble will receive a 
link early in the week via email. 

FACEBOOK LIVE:  MUSIC WITH MATT 
Join Matt on Facebook Live every week, Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m., beginning 
June 3. Matt will discuss a variety of topics such as tips for hymn singing, 
selecting organ registration for hymns, behind the scenes for virtual choir video 
creation, and more, including live Q&A. Also, submit topic ideas to Matt as well! 
(mmay@firstpreshc.org). Looking forward to seeing you on FB Live! 

JOIN OUR VIRTUAL CHOIR! 
All are welcome and invited to participate in our virtual choir! No choir 
experience necessary! This will be an ongoing activity this spring and summer 
with several opportunities to sing. Our “performances” will be added to Sunday’s 
live stream worship as part of our musical prayer. If you are interested in 
participating, contact Matt, mmay@firstpreshc.org for more information. 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM – with Pastor Sue 
9:30 – 11:00 a.m. We’re continuing with the story of King David in 2 Samuel. 
Please don’t come to the church! Enjoy Bible Study in the comfort of your home. 
Please email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org, if 
you would like to receive a ZOOM link. We send the link out on Tuesday night. 
Everyone welcome! 

ALL IN-PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ARE CANCELLED until further notice. 
Check your email and the church YouTube page for online adult education 
opportunities. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

IN-PERSON CHURCH SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES has been CANCELLED until further 
notice. Church School for children is being held on Zoom at 9:30 a.m. on  
Sunday mornings through the month of May. Email Virginia Callegary 
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org if you would like more information. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Christian Education Ministry Area has 
decided to cancel our 2020 VBS scheduled for July 27-31, 2020. 
Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

MID-HIGHS VIA ZOOM, 2ND & 4TH Wednesdays 
  Wednesday, May 27, 7:00 p.m.  

SENIOR HIGHS VIA ZOOM, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
  Wednesday, June 3, 6:00 p.m.  

MID-HIGHS, SENIOR HIGHS AND PARENTS –  
Let’s stay connected through GroupMe and Remind text messages.  
Email Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org if you would like to be added 
to the text message lists. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

JUST ONE CAN … PLUS! - May:  “Spic and Span” 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County, 
we are asking for specific supplements to our on-going initiative called Just One 
Can. Our featured category for May is donations of cleaning supplies. 
Food stamps do not cover any paper or cleaning products, so such non-food 
items as cleansers and paper products are especially welcomed according to the 
Howard County Food Bank. Recommended items are:  Dish Soap, Laundry 
Detergent, Clorox, General Household Cleaners. 
Please bring your items - plus Spic and Span items - and place them in the 
storage box by the back entrance (near the mail box). 
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the food-stressed of Howard County. 

COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL reports the Howard County Food Bank is open 
and helping people, but because of the increased demand, they are requesting 
online monetary donations. Click here to donate to Howard County Food Bank 

RECYCLE YOUR OLD LINENS 
Mandy is collecting sheets to make wildlife rehabilitation pouches and towels to 
make bibs for students in her special needs school. Items don’t need to be in the 
best shape; she can cut around any bad spots. There will be a collection box in 
the Lower Commons when we start to gather again. Save them up and bring 
them in at that time. Thanks for your support! 
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CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH 

FEED HOWARD COUNTY 
NOW UP AND RUNNING IN HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND 
In only a few weeks, Feed Howard County has delivered nearly 1000 meals to 
those in need in Howard County. 3 deliveries occurred this week and 3 more are 
scheduled for the coming week!  We have partnered with Tino’s Italian Bistro, 
Shannon’s Restaurant & Saloon, Jaxon Edwin in Downtown Ellicott City, and 
Absolutely Perfect Catering to deliver nutritious and delicious meals to local 
families.  
The support from the community has been tremendous but as we all know, the 
need will not diminish anytime soon and we need your support. 
You can donate via  https://www.ripkenfoundation.org/donate —  
(Choose “Feed Howard County” under giving options) 
Or by check,  
make checks payable to:  Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation 
Memo Line:  Feed Howard County 

Mail the check to the following address: 
Cal Ripken Sr Foundation Inc. 
PO Box 825452 
Philadelphia, PA 19182-5452 

We will also be looking for volunteers to help us execute the deliveries in the 
coming weeks. Email us at feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to get details and we 
will get you scheduled to volunteer soon.  
To learn more about the program go to www.feedhowardcounty.org 
And be sure to like us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram - just look for 
FeedHowardCounty.  

Feed Howard County logo was designed by Manuela. 

Meals delivered through Feed Howard County: 

5/2/2020 – 100 meals from Tino’s Italian Bistro 

for ARC 
5/8/2020 - 120 meals from Absolutely Catering 
for The Longwood Senior Apartments  
5/11/2020 - 100 meals from Shannon’s Restaurant for PopUp Pantry at the Wilde 
Lake Interfaith Center 
5/20/2020 – 112 meals from Jaxon Edwin at Howard Crossing Apartment Homes 
5/21/2020 - 100 meals from Absolutely Perfect Catering at Elkridge Volunteer 
Fire Department's Community Hall 
5/23/2020 - 100 meals from Tino’s at Selbourne House 

COVID-19 TEAM – Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, 
medicines, etc. as needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org 

FACE MASKS ARE NOW MANDATORY IN MARYLAND 
If you need a face mask, please contact fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Caroline will 
be able to make arrangements for you to get one. If you would like to make face 
masks go to http://www.firstpreshc.org/face-masks/ for info.  
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

A NOTE ABOUT FIRST DAY! – First Day has three versions:  the printed version, 
the email version, and the web version. The web version does not include last 
names, phone numbers, emails, or any pertinent information about church 
members - mainly for security reasons. If you want all the details about church 
news and who to contact, please refer to the version sent in the Friday email.  
If you are not receiving the Friday email please contact Caroline Smith at 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org Thank you! 

OPEN FLOWER DATES -  Two flower arrangements in the sanctuary look really 
pretty! Thank you to people who volunteered to fill the May dates. We have 
more Sundays available for you to donate flowers – June 14 we need two people. 
If you are interested please send an email to Caroline, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
to reserve one. The cost is $35 and you can send a dedication to be printed in 
First Day and if you want to pick your arrangement up they will be placed outside 
the kitchen door after the worship service. Just let Caroline know. Help decorate 
the sanctuary! 

FACEBOOK LIVE EVENT FOR KIDS AND THEIR GROWN-UP FRIENDS.  
Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. join Pastor Sue as she gets everything ready for Sunday 
worship. She’ll have stuff for everyone to do to get ready – maybe some art, 
maybe learn or practice a song, maybe a home scavenger hunt. Come and see. 

MANY CHURCH EVENTS SCHEDULED HAVE BEEN CANCELLED, some will be 
RESCHEDULED. Watch Tidings, First Day, Friday Email, and the church website, 
www.firstpreshc.org for new dates and more information concerning the 
church’s activities. 

IT’S A NEW WORLD! Virginia, Morton and Sue are available for phone calls, and if 
you would like face to face time ask for a zoom link. Give them a call or send 
them an email to set up a zoom link. 

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR ELECTED OFFICERS: 

Stated Session Meeting 

Tuesday, May 26 

The Zoom room will open at 6:30 p.m. for an optional chat and gather time 

Call to Order promptly at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Elders-elect and Deacons-elect meet with the Session for examination,  
which will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Examination is required by the Book of Order. 

Ordination and Installation of Elder and Deacons 
Sunday, June 14—during live-stream worship service at 10:00 a.m. 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

PER CAPITA FOR 2020 is $36.00. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share 
of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General 
Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each 
member of the church. Have you paid your per capita?  
Thank you to those 88 people who have paid already! 

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of May 21, 2020 $ 306,535.90 
Actual Expenses as of May 21, 2020  301,887.09 
Total $ 4,648.81 

It takes an average of $2,238.90 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission  
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 2 days ahead/(behind). 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about 
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. Here are some ways we can 
continue to give: 
1. PayPal – You could contribute immediately online through PayPal. This works 

even if you do not have a PayPal account. There is a button on the church 
website. When you click the button, it will take you to a page that clearly says 
“First Presbyterian Church of Howard County:  General Giving.” 

2. Automatic payments through your regular bank account -- if your bank 
provides an automatic payment service, you could set it up to send a 
contribution to the church as a payment.  

3. U. S. Mail – This way still works! You could mail checks to First Presbyterian 
Church, 9325 Presbyterian Church, Columbia, MD 21045. Checks are delivered 
to a strong, locked mailbox on the church premises. 

4. Automatic bank drafts by completing the church’s Electronic Giving Form – 
you could fill out and return an Electronic Giving Form (available on the church 
website). Mail or bring the completed form to the church office. 
 This form gives permission for a bank draft on the account you specify, in the 
amount and frequency that you specify. www.firstpreshc.org/electronic-
giving-form-fpchc/ 

We are exploring other ways of contributing that will be safe, easy and 
convenient. Those will be included on this list as they become operational.  
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church! 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

10:30 a.m. Worship Live Streamed 
www.firstpreshc.org 

THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING BELOW 

ZOOM AND YOU TUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE: WWW.FIRSTPRESHC.ORG 

Sunday, May 24th 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
ASIAN-AMERICAN MONTH 

 9:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School via Zoom 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Live Streamed 
 7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle via Zoom 

Monday, May 25th 
MEMORIAL DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 
HOLIDAY FOR CHURCH STAFF 

Tuesday, May 26th 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting via ZOOM 
 6:30 p.m. Chat before Session via ZOOM 
 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting via ZOOM 

Wednesday, May 27th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study via ZOOM 
 7:00 p.m. Mid-Highs via ZOOM 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal via ZOOM 

Thursday, May 28th 

 2:00 p.m. Facebook Live Worship Prep with Pastor Sue 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal via ZOOM 

Friday, May 29th 

FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 

Sunday, May 31st 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
ASIAN-AMERICAN MONTH 

 9:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School via Zoom 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Live Streamed 
 7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle via Zoom 

Staff Contact Information 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor:  mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor:  sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries:  mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper:  bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woody Collins, Church Sexton:  sexton@firstpreshc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. for the July/August 2020 Issue #7. 
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