
1 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Ordination & Installation of Elders & Deacons 
Pride Month 
June 14, 2020 

10:00 a.m. Live Stream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

A church is a place where we try to think, speak, and act in God’s way,  
not in the way of a fear-filled world. 

  William Sloane Coffin 

 Gathering Time (begins about 10 minutes before worship begins.) 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

This is the day that God has made. 
We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

God’s love and justice will last forever, 
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Sonata in A Major, No. 23, K. 208 Domenico Scarlatti 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

You created the day and the night, O God. 
O Lord, you set the sun and the moon in their places; 
You set the limits of the earth; 
You made summer and winter. 
You are our God 
and we are the people of your pasture, 
the sheep of your hand. 
We offer you our worship, 
and we open our lives to be shaped by your voice. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 404 What Is This Place Komt Nu Met Zang 

* Hymn 405 Praise God for This Holy Ground Hymonystraat 

  (Hymns on next two pages) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Living God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
against one another, 
and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
Without your grace, we are like sheep without a shepherd. 
Sometimes we are harassed by sin, 
and feel helpless against its power. 
Sometimes in our sin, 
we use our power to harass the helpless. 
Sometimes we are wolves in sheep’s clothing. 
Forgive us, O God. Bring us home. 
Empower us to know the depth of your grace. 
Move us to respond with lives of faithfulness, 
until every movement is an act of praise, 
every word is a song of thanksgiving, 
and every breath a prayer. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise (singing together) I Will Sing a Song of Love, refrain 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Thanksgiving 654 (singing together) In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Hymn 399 God Welcomes All John L. Bell 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 9:35-38 

35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 
sickness.36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples,  
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Thoughts on the Lesson:  A Priestly Nation Sue Lowcock Harris 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Book of Order, 
  Foundations of Presbyterian Polity 

The mission of God in Christ 
gives shape and substance to the life and work of the Church. 
In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission 
for the transformation of creation and humanity 
by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, 
offering to all people the grace of God at font and table, 
and calling all people to discipleship in Christ. 
Human beings have no higher goal in life 
than to glorify and enjoy God now and forever, 
living in covenant fellowship with God 
and participating in God’s mission. 

* Hymn 733 We All Are One in Mission Es Flog Ein Kleins Waldvögelein 

  (See next page) 
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 Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons 

 Sentences of Scripture 

There are varieties of gifts,  
but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
There are different ways of serving God, 
but it is the same Lord who is served. 

God works through each person in a unique way, 
But it is God’s purpose that is accomplished. 

To each is given a gift of the Spirit  
to be used for the common good. 
Together we are the body of Christ,  
and individually members of it. 

 Statement on Ordination 

 Constitutional Questions to Officers 

The minister shall ask those preparing to be ordained or installed to stand before the 
congregation and to answer the following questions: 

a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, 
and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the 
unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to 
you? 

c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed 
in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads 
us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the 
people of God? 

d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, 
and be continually guided by our confessions? 

e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be 
a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of 
God’s Word and Spirit? 

f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work 
for the reconciliation of the world? 

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 

h. Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and 
love? 

i. (For Ruling Elder) Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for 
their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in 
councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus 
Christ? 
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j. (For Deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the 
people’s help to the friendless and those in need, and in your ministry will you try to show the 
love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

 Constitutional Questions to Congregation 

The ruling elders- and deacons-elect having answered in the affirmative, a ruling elder shall 
stand with them before the congregation and shall ask the congregation to answer the 
following questions: 

a. Do we, the members of the church, accept (names) as ruling elders or deacons, chosen by 
God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? 

b. Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow 
as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? 

 Prayer of Ordination and Installation 

 Declaration of Ordination and Installation and Welcome 

 Concluding Prayer – A Prayer for Our Congregation (together) 

Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon the whole church, 
that we may be for you a holy people, 
baptized to serve you in the world. 
Sustain this congregation in ministry. 
Ground us in the gospel, secure our hope in Christ, 
strengthen our service to the outcast, 
and increase our love for one another. 
Show us the transforming power of your grace 
in our life together, 
that we may be servants of the gospel, 
offering a compelling witness in the world  
to the good news of Christ Jesus, 
our teacher, friend, guide, companion and savior. 
Amen. 

 Anthem Dona Nobis Pacem (Grant Us Peace) Traditional 

  Nan Miller and Liz Floyd 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 The Offering 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 80 You Shall Go Out with Joy The Trees of the Field 
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* Closing Responses 

This is the good news: 
Christ has risen and the Spirit is with us! 

This is our story: 
In life and in death we belong to God. 

This is our new commandment: 
To love one another as Christ loves us. 

This is our calling: 
To pray and work for the justice and joy of God’s realm. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Prelude No. 1 George Gershwin 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  

how we are staying connected and being the church together 
in these days of social distancing. 

 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Program Staff Cell Phone Numbers 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-3768 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-4305 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator, 410-292-3400 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries, 443-741-2897 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via email or on their cell phone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


