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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 19, 2020 

10:00 a.m. Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

We thank you, our Maker, for midsummer days 
And ask that deep within us you store 
The warmth of this season on which we may feed 
When the chill wind proves summer’s no more. 

  Janne Mark 

 Gathering Time (begins about 10 minutes before worship begins.) 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

We are all God’s children through faith in Jesus Christ. 
We are one body and one Spirit, 
and God calls us together in one hope. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Beautiful Savior Thomas Keesecker 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of the morning, 
we come into the wonder of this new day just as we are, 
bringing our hopes, our fears and our stories. 
We know that you are with us, 
listening to our songs and prayers, 
and speaking to our hearts. 
May our worship be a beautiful gift for you. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 610 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing Azmon 

* Hymn 16 O That I Had a Thousand Voices O Dass Ich Tausend Zungen Hätte 

  (see hymns on next two pages) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy God, 
you love us, you care for us, 
and you lead us day by day. 
But we have not followed you. 
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
And we have not loved our neighbors. 
Forgive us by your grace. 
Help us to walk in your way, 
that we may see the world as you do, 
and love it with your love; 
for Jesus sake. 
Amen. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 582 (singing together) Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Thanksgiving (singing together) Solomon Major 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Song 399 God Welcomes All John L. Bell 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Prayer for Illumination 

 Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

24He put before them another parable:  “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the 
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of 
the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done 
this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he 
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 
30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’” 

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed 
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 
are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at 
the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of 
his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the 
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 
listen!” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Thoughts on the Lesson:  The Garden Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith/Saying Yes 

Because God cares for us, 
 we will care for each other. 

Because we are part of God’s creation, 
 we will care for the earth. 

Because we are loved by God, 
 we will share God’s love with everyone. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

We pray to you, O God: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Give your church, O God, 
the grace to serve you with courage, 
that our lives may be a witness to your compassion 
and our actions a testimony to your justice and mercy. 
Through Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend and savior. 
Amen. 
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 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem  Thomas Keesecker 

  My Shepherd Will Supply My Need / O God, Beyond All Praising 

 Doxology (singing together)  Glory and Gratitude and Praise 

Glory and gratitude and praise 
now let earth to heaven raise. 
Glory and gratitude and praise: 

these we offer to God. 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

Creating God, how manifold are your works! 
You open your hand with generosity and love 
and our lives are filled with good things! 

Loving God, we give you thanks for everything blue! 
Bluebirds and blue jays, 
Bluebells, blueberries and blue jeans, 
summer skies, deep blue seas, robin’s eggs, 
petunias, periwinkles, cornflowers, 
turquoise, cobalt, sapphire, 
toothpaste and peacocks! 
We thank you for our church,  
and for bringing us together today, 
and for everyone who helps us worship you  
with all our heart and soul. 
O God, you are always with us. 
Now we offer you our lives, to be shaped by your Spirit. 
Make us people who will live in your love, 
and change the world for you. 
Amen. 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 547 Go, My Children, with My Blessing Ar Hyd Y Nos 

  (hymn on next page) 
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* Closing Responses 

In work and in worship 
God is with us. 

Gathered and scattered 
God is with us. 

Now and always 
God is with us; thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Crown Him with Many Crowns Jeffery Blersch 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  

how we are staying connected and being the church together 
in these days of social distancing. 

 

 

 

Worship Notes:  The Meditation Before Worship is a translation of a hymn, Opbyggelige Juli (Edifying July), 
composed by Danish church musician Janne Mark, who sings at Bronson’s Church in Copenhagen. Sue met her on 
Iona. John Bell is working on English translations of four of her hymns. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Program Staff  
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via email listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers:  All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


