THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 26, 2020
10:00 a.m. Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
This season refills empty vessels with grace
A fulfillment the heart understands.
May God, who, through nature, enhances our life
Keep us grateful and safe in his hands.
Janne Mark

Gathering Time (begins about 10 minutes before worship begins.)
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
We are all God’s children through faith in Jesus Christ.
We are one body and one Spirit,
and God calls us together in one hope.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

Skating
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Vince Guaraldi

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
God of the morning, wake us up!
Wake us up to new adventures.
Wake us up to be kind and loving.
Wake us up to care for your world.
Wake us up to worship you.
Amen.
* Hymn 266

Joy to the World

* Hymn 158

Born in the Night, Mary’s Child
(see hymns on next two pages)
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Richmond
Mary’s Child
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Holy God,
you love us, you care for us,
and you lead us day by day.
But we have not followed you.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
And we have not loved our neighbors.
Forgive us by your grace.
Help us to walk in your way,
that we may see the world as you do,
and love it with your love;
for Jesus sake.
Amen.
(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…)
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Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise 582 (singing together)

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* Song of Thanksgiving (singing together)

Solomon Major

Words of Welcome
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HEAR
Song 399

God Welcomes All

Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
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John L. Bell

Prayer for Illumination
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
31He

put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and make nests in its branches.”
33He

told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
45

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
47”"Again,

the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good
into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes." 52And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Thoughts on the Lesson: The Pantry

Sue Lowcock Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith/Saying Yes
Because God cares for us,
we will care for each other.
Because we are part of God’s creation,
we will care for the earth.
Because we are loved by God,
we will share God’s love with everyone.
Thanks be to God!
Concerns and Remembrances
Prayer of Gratitude and Concern
We pray to you, O God:
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
Give your church, O God,
the grace to serve you with courage,
that our lives may be a witness to your compassion
and our actions a testimony to your justice and mercy.
Through Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend and savior.
Amen.
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The Offering
Offertory Anthem

What Child is This?

Doxology (singing together)

Vince Guaraldi
Glory and Gratitude and Praise

Glory and gratitude and praise
now let earth to heaven raise.
Glory and gratitude and praise:
these we offer to God.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
Creating God, how manifold are your works!
You open your hand with generosity and love
and our lives are filled with good things!
Loving God, we give you thanks for everything green!
Green leaves and green grass, frogs and grasshoppers,
moss and seaweed and lily pads, jade and emeralds,
apples and watermelons,
limes, lettuce, avocados, peppers, beans, basil and spinach,
Christmas trees and poison ivy!
We thank you for our church,
and for bringing us together today,
and for everyone who helps us worship you
with all our heart and soul.
O God, you are always with us.
Now we offer you our lives, to be shaped by your Spirit.
Make us people who will live in your love,
and change the world for you.
Amen.
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SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 176

If You Only Had Faith

Si Tuvieras Fe

(Continues on next page)
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* Closing Responses
In work and in worship
God is with us.
Gathered and scattered
God is with us.
Now and always
God is with us; thanks be to God!
* Benediction
Postlude

Christmas is Coming

Vince Guaraldi

Minute for Mission – Deacons School Supply Drive
Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.


Worship Notes: The Meditation Before Worship is a translation of a hymn, Opbyggelige Juli (Edifying July),
composed by Danish church musician Janne Mark, who sings at Bronson’s Church in Copenhagen. Sue met her on
Iona. John Bell is working on English translations of four of her hymns.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.
All rights reserved.
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School Supply Drive-Up Collection 2020
First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
The Deacons are doing things a bit different this year due to Covid-19 and a closed church building. We
are planning to collect school supplies and or cash donations on three consecutive Saturdays in August.
The Deacons will have a tent set up in the church parking lot
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturdays, August 8, 15, and 22.
PLEASE drive up to the tent for a low-contact donation. Deacons will be wearing masks and gloves. Drive
up, pop your trunk and we will grab the donations. If you wish to make a donation to enable the
Deacons to shop for school supplies, and can’t come out please donate though the church and mark
your donation clearly for School Supplies/Deacons.

Take this list with you when you go shopping or order online…
☺

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Backpacks
Hand sanitizer
Notebooks (wide rule only)
Wide Rule Notebook Paper
#2 Pencils
Blue or Black pens
Safety Scissors
Glue Sticks
Highlighters
Rulers
Pencil Boxes
Binders (1 inch wide, 3 ring)
Crayons- Boxes of 24
Markers- 8pk Thin & 8pk Thick
Black dry erase markers
Colored Pencils- 12 pack
Marble Composition Notebooks (wide rule)
Dividers
Ziploc Bags- Gallon & Sandwich
Spiral Notebooks (wide rule only)
Pocket Folders (with and without fasteners)
Large Pink Erasers
Pencil Top Erasers
Facial Tissue
Index Cards
Sticky Notes

School supplies will be delivered to Running Brook Elementary School,
Bridges to Housing Stability and FIRN this year.
Questions? Contact fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

Thank you for your contributions to help the children!
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Program Staff
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via email listed below.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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