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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Communion 
August 2, 2020 

10:00 a.m. Livestream Service 

 
GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

At the table bread is broken and the wine is outpoured 
For the children who are smiling and the folk who are bored; 
Here our doubts and objections lose foothold and fall 
As we sense that God is all in all. 

  Janne Mark 

 Gathering Time (begins about 10 minutes before worship begins.) 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Song 701 Lord, Prepare Me Sanctuary 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Our souls sing out to God. 
How can we be silent? We will give thanks forever! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Chorale Ola Gjeilo 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

We greet this new day with joy, O God, 
for you are our light and our hope. 
Do not let me be anxious 
about the worries of the world, 
and do not let me be tempted 
by false promises that are thrown my way, 
but keep me, always, faithful to you, 
and give me courage to walk your path, 
today and every day. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 498 Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken Beach Spring 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy God, 
you love us, you care for us, 
and you lead us day by day. 
But we have not followed you. 
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
And we have not loved our neighbors. 
Forgive us by your grace. 
Help us to walk in your way, 
that we may see the world as you do, 
and love it with your love; 
for Jesus sake. 
Amen. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise (last verse only) Know That God is Good/Mungu Ni Mwema 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace (singing together)  I Am Walking the Path of Peace 

I am walking the path of peace. 
I am walking the path of peace. 
I am walking the path of peace. 
Lead me home, Lead me home. 

 Words of Welcome 

HEAR 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Prayer for Illumination 

 Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 14:13-21 

13Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When 
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their 
sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, 
and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and 
buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the 
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and 
broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Thoughts on the Lesson:  An Inward Invisible Grace Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith/Saying Yes from The Iona Abbey Worship Book 

With the whole church 
 We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 
befriended by Christ, 
empowered by the Spirit. 

With people everywhere 
 We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

With all creation 
 We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 
the unfolding purposes of God, 
forever at work in ourselves and the world. 
 Thanks be to God! 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Give Me Jesus arr. Mark Hayes 

  Nan Miller, soloist 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Table 

 Song Come to the Table Amanda Meisenheimer 

Come to the table, come to the table,  
come to the table and celebrate with us. 

Come to the table, come to the table,  
come to the table and celebrate with us. 

We are all welcome, we are all welcome,  
we are all welcome, come celebrate with us. 

We are all welcome, we are all welcome,  
we are all welcome, come celebrate with us. 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 God is here. 
 The Spirit is with us. 

 Open your hearts. 
 We open them to God and one another. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 We thank God with joy. 

  [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers, spoken and unspoken,  
as we pray together:] 

God in heaven, your name is to be honored. 
May your new community of hope be realized 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from wrongdoing 
as we also release those who wrong us. 
Do not test us beyond our enduring; 
save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, 
now and to the end of time. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We share the bread and the cup around the table  
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary. 
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 Music at Communion 

 Prayer after Communion 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 526 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ Linstead 
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* Closing Responses 

In work and in worship 
God is with us. 

Gathered and scattered 
God is with us. 

Now and always 
God is with us; thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry John C. Ylvisaker 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  

how we are staying connected and being the church together 
in these days of social distancing. 

 

Worship Notes:  The Meditation Before Worship is a translation of a hymn, Opbyggelige Juli (Edifying July), 
composed by Danish church musician Janne Mark, who sings at Bronson’s Church in Copenhagen. Sue met her on 
Iona. John Bell is working on English translations of four of her hymns. 

 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 
 


