THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion
September 6, 2020
10:00 a.m. Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Just as this broken bread was first scattered upon the hills, then was gathered and became one,
so may your church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.
The Didache, 2nd century

Gathering Time (begins about 10 minutes before worship begins.)
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Our souls sing out to God.
How can we be silent? We will give thanks forever!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

Now Thank We All Our God

Prayer for Sunday Morning

J.S. Bach
from the Corrymeela Community

May God be with you.
And also with you.
God our Mother and Father,
we come to you as children.
Be with us as we learn to see one another with new eyes,
hear one another with new hearts,
and treat one another in a new way.
Amen.
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* Hymn 650

O Beauty Ever Ancient
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Ancient Beauty

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Holy God,
you love us, you care for us,
and you lead us day by day.
But we have not followed you.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
And we have not loved our neighbors.
Forgive us by your grace.
Help us to walk in your way,
that we may see the world as you do,
and love it with your love;
for Jesus sake.
Amen.
(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…)
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Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise (last verse only)

Know That God is Good/Mungu Ni Mwema

(singing together)
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* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* Song of Peace (singing together)

I Am Walking the Path of Peace

I am walking the path of peace.
I am walking the path of peace.
I am walking the path of peace.
Lead me home, Lead me home.
Words of Welcome

HEAR
Blessing Backpacks
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
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Prayer for Illumination
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 18:1-14
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless
you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. 4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.
6 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it
would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were
drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks!
Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling
block comes!
8 “If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is better
for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and to be thrown
into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away;
it is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into
the hell of fire.
10 “Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their
angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a
shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he
finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went
astray. 14 So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should
be lost.
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Thoughts on the Lesson: Be Like This

Sue Lowcock Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith

A Modern Affirmation
(National Council of Churches, 1992)

We believe in God, who is like a good mother or father,
near to us, and strong to help us.
We believe in Jesus Christ, in whom we see God:
Christ is for us the way of truth and life.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose life is in us,
giving us new life and healing strength for our spirits.
We believe our faith is a confident trust
in the truth and goodness of God.
We believe our hope is a hope
to fill the present and the future, with deepest meaning.
We believe our love is the means
by which this faith will be made real in our lives.
Glory to God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
Concerns and Remembrances
The Offering

7

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table
Communion Hymn 14

For the Beauty of the Earth
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Dix

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
May God be with you.
And also with you.
People of God, open your hearts.
We open them to God and one another.
Let us give thanks to the living God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
[The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:]

God in heaven, your name is to be honored.
May your new community of hope be realized
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today the essentials of life.
Release us from wrongdoing
as we also release those who wrong us.
Do not test us beyond our enduring;
save us from all that is evil.
For you embrace justice, love and peace,
now and to the end of time. Amen.
Breaking the Bread
Communion of the People
We share the bread and the cup around the table
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary.

Music at Communion
Prayer after Communion
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SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 44

Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us
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Austin

* Closing Responses
For all that God gives us, we say:
Thank you!
For all that God asks of us, we say:
Yes!
* Benediction
Postlude

Overture from Royal Fireworks Music

G.F. Handel

Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.



Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.
All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115

12

