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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Reformation Sunday 
October 25, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Follow the light you have and pray for more light. 

  George MacLeod 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  In a Landscape John Cage 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prelude Zion’s Walls Aaron Copland 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Today we imagine. 
Today we dare to dream. 

We want to see as God sees. 
We want to reimagine the life of the world. 

This is our story. 
This is where we begin. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Unfettered Love, our compass and guide, 
as we gather to worship, 
clear the roadblocks that keep us from you. 
Blow the dust out of our ears. 
Thaw out our frozen hearts. 
Breathe fresh air into our lungs 
and fill our minds with endless possibilities. 
Enter our wandering thoughts and drifting prayers 
so that we worship you fully and freely. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 694 Great God of Every Blessing Aurelia 

  (see next page) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of Grace 
you invite us to dream of a better world. 
Instead we bury our heads in the sand. 
We are afraid to recognize how much must change, 
and afraid to hear the truth 
about how much we must change. 
We maintain the status quo. 
We are passive and allow things to stay the same. 
We don’t speak out; we don’t imagine a new day. 
We don’t dream of a world without  
racism, sexism, bigotry, or shame. 
Forgive us. Reimagine us so we may reimagine your world. 
Teach us to dream. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 750  Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace 448  Peace of God Be with You/As-Salaamu Lakum 

 (singing together) 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Leviticus 19:9-10, 25:8-12 

19 9 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your 

field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or 
gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: 
I am the Lord your God. 

25 8 You shall count off seven weeks of years, 

seven times seven years, so that the period of 
seven weeks of years gives forty-nine 
years. 9 Then you shall have the trumpet 
sounded loud; on the tenth day of the seventh 
month—on the day of atonement—you shall 
have the trumpet sounded throughout all 
your land. 10 And you shall hallow the fiftieth 
year and you shall proclaim liberty throughout 
the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a 
jubilee for you: you shall return, every one of 
you, to your property and every one of you to 
your family. 11 That fiftieth year shall be a 
jubilee for you: you shall not sow, or reap the 
aftergrowth, or harvest the unpruned 
vines. 12 For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to 
you:  you shall eat only what the field itself 
produces. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Mark 12:38-44 

38 As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and 
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the 
synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the 
sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to 
the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of 
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sermon Reimagine Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* An Affirmation for Reformation Sunday (together) 

What is our Chief End? 

 Our Chief End is to glorify God and enjoy God forever!  
(The Shorter Catechism, 1647) 

 We confess and acknowledge one God alone, 
to whom alone we must cleave, 
whom alone we must serve, 
whom only we must worship, 
and in whom we put our trust. 
Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, 
incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible. 

(The Scots Confession, 1560) 

What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

 That I am not my own, but belong –  
body and soul, in life and in death –  
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 Because I belong to him, 
Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life 
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready  
from now on to live for him. 

(The Heidelberg Catechism, 1563) 

 In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
who alone we worship and serve. 

(A Brief Statement of Faith, 1983) 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

God of life, 
Hear our prayers. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) a prayer of John Calvin 

Save us, O God, from being self-centered in our prayers, 
and teach us to remember to pray for others. 
May we be so caught up in love for those for whom we pray, 
that we may feel their needs as keenly as we do our own, 
and pray for them with imagination, sensitivity and knowledge. 
We ask this in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 

 A Word About Giving 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem Amazing Grace arr. Mark Hayes 
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* Doxology 716, verse 3 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

(singing together) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

With gratitude to the giver of life, 
we offer our lives to the Lord. 

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.) 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 773 Heaven Shall Not Wait Heaven Shall Not Wait 
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* Closing Responses 

Faithful God, lead us, 
that we may stand firm in faith for justice and for peace. 

Teach us love. Teach us compassion. 
Above all, O God, out of love and compassion, 
teach us to act. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Toccata in D minor, BWV 565 JS Bach 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Christ Candle, the Prayer for Sunday Morning, and the Prayer of 
Confession are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah Are, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art. 
https://sanctifiedart.org 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sanctifiedart.org/
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


