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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

The Realm of Christ 
November 22, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time. 

  T.S. Eliot 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Over the River and Through the Wood Thomas Keesecker 

  Night Rain Ola Gjeilo 

  The Quiet Harvest Thomas Keesecker 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prelude Sleepless Ola Gjeilo 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

God seeks all who are lost, 
feeds all who are hungry, 
cares for all who are sick, 
God visits all who are stuck, 
protects all who are vulnerable, 
empowers all who are oppressed. 

This is our story. 
This is where we begin. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Everlasting God, 
whose will it is to restore all things: 
give us the wisdom to know what is right, 
the courage to act 
and the strength to serve the world you have made. 
Grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, 
may be freed and brought together under your gracious rule; 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Child, 
our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 32 I Sing the Mighty Power of God Ellacombe 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of the field and the market place, 
you have made us stewards of your creation. 
But we have not served you 
with energy, intelligence, imagination and love. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. 
Forgive us. 
Open our hearts to your coming; 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
and open our hands to serve your creation. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 650, verse 1  O Beauty Ever Ancient 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace (singing together)  Let There Be Love and Understanding 

Let there be love 
and understanding among us, 

Let peace and friendship 
be our shelter from the storm. 

 Words of Welcome 

HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 95:1-7 

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
3 For the Lord is a great God, 
    and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
    the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

6 O come, let us worship and bow down, 
    let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
7 For he is our God, 
    and we are the people of his pasture, 
    and the sheep of his hand. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Matthew 25:31-46 

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will 
put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those 
at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  
36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And 
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the 
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, 
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing 
to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon The Surprising Ending Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

 



8 
 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Confession of 1967 

God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ 
embraces the whole of human life. 
Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ… 
culminate in the image of the kingdom. 
The kingdom represents God’s triumph 
over all that resists the divine will and disrupts God’s creation. 
Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, 
stirring hope in all people and preparing the world 
to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. 

With an urgency born of this hope, 
the church applies itself to present tasks 
and strives for a better world. 
It does not identify limited progress  
with the kingdom of God on earth, 
nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. 
In steadfast hope, 
the church looks beyond all partial achievement 
to the final triumph of God. 

Now to the One who by the power within us 
is able to do far more abundantly that all we ask or think, 
to God be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 345 In an Age of Twisted Values Church United 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O God, you have called your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 A Word About Giving 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem All Good Gifts from Godspell Stephen Schwartz 

* Doxology 609 (singing together) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

(see next page) 
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

All that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours, O Lord. 
And of your own we give you. 

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.) 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 339 Lift Every Voice and Sing Lift Every Voice 

 (see next two pages for hymn) 
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* Closing Responses 

On our heads and our houses, 
The blessing of God. 

In our coming and going 
The peace of God. 

In our life and believing 
The love of God. 

At our end and new beginning. 
The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

 Minute for Mission – Alternative Gift Fair 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


