THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020
10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST]

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
The flickering light of Advent is a faint and vulnerable thing, but somehow refuses to all the
overwhelming darkness to snuff it out totally.
Ron Ferguson

Gathering Time
Music begins at 10:15 a.m.
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

Gathering Music
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:]

Jesus says: I am coming soon.
Amen! Come Lord Jesus!
Prelude

Chorale Prelude on To God We Render Thanks and Praise
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J.S. Bach

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Creating God, Wondrous Dreamer,
you dreamed up the stars in the sky.
You dreamed up the crunch of fall leaves
and the smell of evergreens.
And in the midst of all of that,
you dreamed up a dream for your people –
a dream of hope and justice,
beauty and peace, joy and community.
Plant that same dream in us.
Pour out your Spirit on our hearts and minds
so that we may see what you see,
and dream what you dream.
Amen.
* Hymn 357

The Days Are Surely Coming
(see next page for hymn)
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Llangloffan

3

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Creating God:
we hear your dream for a beautiful and diverse world;
we hear your dream for peace and reconciliation;
we hear your dream for harmony and togetherness;
we hear your dream for community and hope.
We hear your dreams,
and yet we do not open our eyes.
We continue to live with the curtains drawn,
the covers pulled tight,
eyes shut to the realities of the world.
We are fearful; we are anxious; we are worried.
We are afraid to open our hearts to your dream.
Forgive us.
Kindle in us hope that will burn through the darkest nights.
Give us the strength and the will
to keep awake in this sleeping world
and to watch for your advent.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace

4

* Response 88, verse 1 (singing together)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* Song of Peace 88, verse 7

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

(singing together)
(See previous page for music)

O come, Desire of nations, bind
all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
Words of Welcome

ENCOUNTER
Lighting the Advent Candles
[We listen and watch as the candles are lighted
and we conclude with our response:]

We light this candle because we refuse to let go of hope.
We will wake from sleep but hold fast to our dreams.
Let there be hope!
Let there be light!
Prayer for Illumination
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First Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9
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O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence —
as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil —
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity
Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
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Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Second Lesson: Mark 13:24-37
24“But

in those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven.
28“From

the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away.
32“But

about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will
come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Those Who Dream Pay Attention
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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Morton Harris

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

from A Declaration of Faith (1977)

In Christ, God gave us a glimpse
of the new creation already begun
and that God will surely finish.
We do not know when that final day will come.
In our time we see only broken and scattered signs
that the renewal of all things is under way.
We do not yet see the end of cruelty and suffering
in the world, the church or our own lives.
But we see Jesus as Lord.
As Christ stands at the center of our history,
we are confident Christ will stand at its end.
Christ will judge all people and nations.
Evil will be condemned and rooted out of God’s good creation.
There will be no more tears or pain.
All things will be made new.
The fellowship of human beings with God and each other
will be perfected.
Thanks be to God!
Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
God in your grace,
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
God our deliverer,
whose approaching birth
still shakes the foundations of our world:
may we so wait for your coming
with eagerness and hope
that we embrace without terror
the labor pangs of the new age,
which is coming through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Offering
Offertory Anthem

Quem Pastores
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Healey Willan

* Doxology 102, verse 4 (singing together)

Savior of the Nations, Come

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
God is here.
Emmanuel, God-with-us, is ready to be born.
(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.)
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SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 94

Now the Heavens Start to Whisper

Jefferson

(hymn continues on next page)
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* Closing Responses
The good news of Advent is this:
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming!
Even as we wait, watch, and wonder,
God is with us. Thanks be to God!
* Benediction
Postlude

Chorale Prelude on Praise Ye Sing to Christ the Lord

J.S. Bach

Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.


WORSHIP NOTES: Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Advent Candles, the Prayer for Sunday Morning, and the Prayer of Confession
are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah Are, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art. https://sanctifiedart.org
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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