FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
November 29, 2020

TODAY
Today, during the coronavirus pandemic, we are livestreaming worship at
10:30 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace,
Spread the Word, not the virus.
WORSHIP – LIVESTREAM. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more
meaningful. Gather some items for a home worship space. This Sunday,
November 29, is the start of Advent, and the Liturgical color is BLUE. You might
want to find or assemble an Advent Wreath – you just need four candles to set in
a circle. Have a matchstick close by so you can light the Advent candle in your
home when the liturgists light the candle in the Sanctuary. Add some greenery if
you have it. If you have a Christmas cactus on the way to blooming or an amaryllis,
add those to your worship space. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a
hard copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it
and join in the liturgy while you watch. Mark the text beforehand in a Bible, so you
can follow the reading (the text will also be printed in the online bulletin.)
Other ideas? Take a photo of your home worship space and send it to
sharris@firstpreshc.org.
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: Thanks to the Livestream Worship Team.
Cantor: Nan
WE WELCOME Frank Rittermann as our guest musician this morning. Thanks to
Frank for being part of the Livestream Worship Team.
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Carol and Woody with joy
and thanksgiving for friends and family and in celebration of Bridget's birthday;
and by Agnes giving thanks for God’s continual blessings for America during
difficult times.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.

SUNDAY WORSHIP begins at 10:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
15 minutes of music, welcome and sharing as we
gather in for livestream worship
10:30 a.m. Worship Livestream
on Facebook or YouTube
Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links
PLEASE NOTE: All information in the prayer list and financial numbers were
current on the day of printing, Friday, November 20, 2020.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29, 2020
(INFORMATION AS OF NOVEMBER 20, 2020)

Please pray for: Mispa, Justin, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Mil, Rose, Betty, Doris, Mike,
Shirley, Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood
and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have tested positive for Covid19; healthcare workers and essential employees working during Covid-19
pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa Presbyterio
in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19.
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Non-Resident Members: Frank & Betty, Vivian, Barb, Virginia
Friends & Family: Katherine, Myrna, Evan, Rev. Marie, Andrew, Arthur, Vij,
Kalene, Betsy, Dennis, Rosalie and George, Rosemary, Judy & James, Al, Peter,
Liam, Aaron, Jennifer, Julian and family, Daneen, William, Matt, Tim, Dave and
Maureen and family, Bruce, Mary and Kevin
Hospice Care: Nancy
Recovering from Surgery: Ruth, Phil, Ron, Ginny, Pat, Dan, Megan
Care Center: Marvin, Reva, Carol, Barbara
Bereaved: Marvin, Louisa, Barb; David and Ilene, Louise and Paul and family, Mike
and Cheryl and family, Carolyn and Frank, Angela Nichols, Brett and Janet and
family
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Please contact one of the Pastors: Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Benjamin Britten (November 22, 1913 – December 4, 1976) was an English
composer, conductor and pianist. He was a central figure of 20th-century British
classical music, with a range of works including opera, other vocal music,
orchestral and chamber pieces. He grew up in Suffolk, and went on to study music
at the Royal College of Music in London. He was a prolific composer of operas,
chamber music, song cycles, and choral and orchestral works. His father was an
avowed atheist, and many have thought that Britten himself was an agnostic. Yet
in the 1960s he described himself as a dedicated Christian, influenced by the
writings of Paul Tillich and Bishop John AT Robinson’s book Honest to God. Much
of his work was on Christian themes. In Advent we remember him for his
Ceremony of Carols, completed in 1942 on a ship sailing from New York to London.
He is buried in Suffolk, in the churchyard of Aldeburgh Parish Church. The
authorities at Westminster Abbey had offered burial there, but Britten made it
clear that he wished to be buried next to his life partner, renowned tenor Peter
Pears.
We also remember:



December 1 is World AIDS Day
December 1, 1955 Rosa Parks was arrested in Montgomery, Alabama for
refusing to give up her seat and move to the back of a city bus. This event
sparked the 382-day Montgomery Bus Boycott, which sparked the modern
movement for racial equality in the USA.

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2020
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA.
Boca Costa Presbytery Mission Partnership: Belen (Bethlehem) Church in the
village of La Ladrillera

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
A WORD ABOUT SHARING COMMUNION NEXT Sunday, December 6, 2020.
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your home: wine or grape
juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind – a slice of sandwich bread, a roll,
tortilla, naan – it can be gluten free or with gluten. You will want a napkin or a plate
for the bread, and something to hold the wine or juice – a wine glass, a juice glass,
even a coffee mug would be fine. Please use bread and wine/juice.
 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room
where you worship, so your worship is around the table – just like it is when
we gather in the Sanctuary.
 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread with
Pastor Morton and break it, and then lift the cup with Pastor Sue. When we
share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small piece of the common
loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by common cup
(everyone takes a sip from the same cup) or by intinction (dipping the bread
into the wine or juice) or individual glasses. When all have shared, place
everything back on the table for the rest of the service.
Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us.
FLOWERS for Sunday, December 27
Thank you to people who reserved flowers! There is one opening available on
December 27th. Contact Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, if interested in
donating flowers. They are $35.00.
THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help. We are actively recruiting
in the following areas: Audio Operator / Video Operator / Power Point Operator.
We will offer training in the near future. For more info or to sign-up, please contact
technicalservices@firstpreshc.org

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Sunday School for children and youth age two through 12th grade is on Zoom for
now. Children age two through 5th grade meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Classes for mid- and senior high students take place on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
Email DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, if you would like the link
to join any of those classes.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
BIBLE IN DEPTH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL with Doyle
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom
We will work our way through the prophets of the Old Testament, beginning with
Hosea, together in an informal and interactive format. In order to receive the Zoom
link for this ongoing class you must CLICK HERE TO REGISTER. Once you register an
email will be sent to you with a link to join the meeting.
Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB
This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues
to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome!
With the pandemic, it has become a virtual gathering by Zoom, every other
Thursday from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The next one will be Thursday, December 10.
To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
CIRCLES OF CARE
Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 p.m. - next small group ZOOM meeting
In these days of missing each other’s presence we are happy to invite you to join a
small group to connect with one another. The next meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom.
Please fill out this Circles of Care form to indicate your interest in being part of this
new and exciting initiative at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County. Please
respond by December 16. A link for joining will be emailed to you. Questions?
Email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS AND TOTE BAGS
While things may look and work quite a bit differently this
year, we can still share the spirit and joy of Christmas with
families in need throughout our community.
Sign up is completely virtual this year by clicking on this
link Christmas Stockings and Tote Bags. All tote bags have
been filled.
There are two ways to participate:
1) You can purchase a pre-chosen gift for a FIRN client
and Amazon will ship directly to the recipient at no cost to you.
2) You can sign up for a Salvation Army stocking.
Salvation Army stockings and Head Start tote bags are available for pick up at the
church in the plastic bin outside of the kitchen entrance.
Deacons will be collecting the stockings and tote bags at the church on
Saturdays, December 5 and 12 between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Questions? Email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

JUST ONE CAN - November
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County,
we are asking for any food contributions for our neighbors. Hunger is an on-going
concern for too many of our neighbors especially this year. Please leave your
donations in the storage box by the back entrance (near the mail box). Thank you
on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County.
COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL reports the Howard County Food Bank is open and
helping people, but because of the increased demand, they are requesting online
monetary donations. Click here to donate to Howard County Food Bank

GENERAL INFORMATION
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to
become formal members of First Church. We were about to have a New Member
Orientation when Covid-19 pushed us online. We were waiting to see if in-person
worship would return in the fall. Since it will not – we want to give each of you the
opportunity to formalize your membership before the end of the calendar year.
So, if you have been a guest – for a few months or a few years – know that you are
a welcome guest, and we would like to add you as a member!
Please be in touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org or Pastor
Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org and we will arrange a good time for us to meet via
Zoom, so we can get to know each other better! We look forward to welcoming
you as a formal member of the congregation.
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email, Tidings,
Annual Response Program, etc. Are you receiving emails from First Presbyterian
Church of Howard County? If not, please send your email address to our Church
Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same
time please send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your
family members. We want everyone involved!!

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor: mharris@firstpreshc.org
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor: sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries: mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woody Collins, Church Sexton: sexton@firstpreshc.org

ADVENT 2020
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL ON FACEBOOK
Hope, Peace, Joy, Love Devotional
As we wait in anticipation for the birth of Christ, brief
daily devotions based on scripture, quotes, and song
will help us reflect on the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy,
and Love. Join with others in our Facebook Devotional
Discussion Group to follow and engage with the
devotional and each other. The devotional, including
engaging questions, will be posted daily in the
Facebook discussion group.
If you have questions or would prefer a print or e-version of this devotional email
DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org).
ADVENT WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS
Wednesday Mornings at 9:30 am via Zoom
Wednesday Evenings at 7:00pm via Zoom
December 2, 9, 16, 23
Send an email to Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org, she will send you the link.
Since Advent marks the beginning of our church year, there is a sense in which all
of us need a beginner’s guide to these familiar stories. So this year’s Advent study
book is Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, by Amy-Jill Levine. Levine
is both a New Testament and Jewish Studies professor at Vanderbilt
ADVENT COMPLINE (Worship As The Day Completes)
Thursday evenings at 9:30 p.m. - December 3, 10, 17 on Facebook Live
Join us online for 20 minutes of prayer, scripture, poetry and maybe some music
as we care out a space for us to pray for ourselves and for the needs of the world
as our part of the globe begins to quiet down for sleep.
Please note: You do not need to have a Facebook account to attend. You can join
the service from the church’s web page – just click on the blue F.
ADVENT QUIET DAYS
Beginning Sunday, December 13
We’re taking Quiet Days online this year! In the midst of all the busy-ness of the
Christmas season, we’re making a virtual space for you to pause, take a deep
breath, and gather strength and energy to live the wonder and love we Christians
find at the heart of Christmas. Starting Sunday, December 13, visit this website for
at-home activities to help bring the peace of Christ into your heart, mind, and
home.

POINSETTIA ORDERS
Please order a poinsettia to help beautify our sanctuary this
Christmas season. The cost is $12.00 per plant.
Deadline for orders is NEXT Sunday, December 6.
Click here to order poinsettias.
Poinsettias can be picked up at the church:
 after the 8:00 p.m. livestream Christmas Eve worship service
 after the 11:00 p.m. in-person outdoor Christmas Eve Service
 after the 10:30 a.m. livestream worship on Sunday, December 27
OR – leave your poinsettia to be delivered by the Deacons.
For more information or questions, contact Church Administrator,
Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
THERE’S STILL TIME TO SHOP at the ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR?!
The annual Alternative Gift Fair looks a little different this year. It is
still one-stop shopping, but it’s virtual this year. Everything is
explained and accessible on the church’s AGF webpage:
http://firstpreshc.org/alternative-gift-fair/
SERRV – Our church has a unique link (https://www.serrv.org/?a=FirstPresAGF) to
shop for fair trade products from SERRV’s website. Be sure to use the link because
we earn 20% from your purchases, a fundraiser for the Guatemala Program. You
will shop and check out like a regular website, and items will be shipped directly to
your door. You can use the SERRV link anytime between now and December 13.
ALTERNATIVE GIFTS – We have a roundup of local, national, and international
charities on the webpage. There are links for you to donate directly to the
organizations, or we can help you make donations.
CHILDREN’S CORNER – Kids will be shopping via FaceTime or Google Duo this
year. Go to the webpage to sign up for a time slot. Gifts will be chosen by the
shopper, wrapped for your child by volunteers, and available for pickup at the
church later. Children’s Corner items are all handmade fair-trade gifts and cost $1$12, they are a great option for cash-strapped teens and college students too.
Questions? Send an email to agf@firstpreshc.org

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
ANNUAL RESPONSE PROGRAM PLEDGE STATUS:
As of November 15, 2020
Amount pledged to date: $477,721
Number of pledges
81
Thank you to those who have responded!
OUR MONEY STORY: OUR ONE STORY IN 2021
There’s still time to turn in your 2021 Commitment Form. Thank you to everyone
who has sent a commitment to the 2021 Mission and Ministry Fund of First
Presbyterian Church of Howard County. The 2021 Commitment Form is a fillable
PDF form and can be found on the church’s website.
PER CAPITA FOR 2020 is $36.00. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s
share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and
General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this
amount for each member of the church. Have you paid your per capita?
Thank you to those 92 people who have paid already!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of November 19, 2020
Actual Expenses as of November 19, 2020
Total

$657,016.66
650,210.56
$6,806.10

It takes an average of $2,238.90 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 3 days ahead/(behind).

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. Here are some ways we
can continue to give:
1. PayPal – You could contribute immediately online through PayPal. This
works even if you do not have a PayPal account. There is a button on the
church website. When you click the button, it will take you to a page that
clearly says “First Presbyterian Church of Howard County: General Giving.”
2. Automatic payments through your regular bank account -- if your bank
provides an automatic payment service, you could set it up to send a
contribution to the church as a payment.
3. U. S. Mail – This way still works! You could mail checks to First Presbyterian
Church, 9325 Presbyterian Church, Columbia, MD 21045. Checks are
delivered to a strong, locked mailbox on the church premises.
4. Automatic bank drafts by completing the church’s Electronic Giving Form
– you could fill out and return an Electronic Giving Form (available on the
church website). Mail or bring the completed form to the church office. This
form gives permission for a bank draft on the account you specify, in the
amount and frequency that you specify. www.firstpreshc.org/electronicgiving-form-fpchc/
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

THE MISSION MINISTRY AREA shares the following news with you. Your mission
dollars at work in the community.

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR!
 Wear a face mask when out and about
 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart
 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water
 Use hand sanitizer
 Stay home IF:
 you don’t feel well
 you have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19
 you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks
 Get a flu shot
COVID-19 TEAM – Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines,
etc. as needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org
CHURCH BUILDING UPDATE
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Church Staff is working from home.
This week County Executive Calvin Ball Announced New COVID-19 Gathering
Limits and Restrictions and to be on the safe side has prompted some changes for
the church. The Church Office and building are closed and is accessible to church
members by appointment only, please contact Church Administrator, Caroline
Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, to make arrangements. Face masks must be
worn when you enter the building or are on the church grounds, and please
practice social distancing. The Church Office and Building are still closed to the
public and the doors are locked. The building will continue to be closed to
Outside User Groups and large church groups through Sunday, January 31, 2021,
at least. We are striving to follow all state and local orders for the health of our
community, as well as using our own judgment about our ability to maintain
cleanliness and safety of the building. We will of course keep you updated as we
know more or as changes develop. Thank you for helping to control the spread of
the virus and please keep our Church Staff safe and healthy! Contact us if you need
us, we’re here for you. Keep washing your hands! Stay healthy!
FACE MASKS ARE MANDATORY IN MARYLAND…
And mandatory in the church building or when meeting outside on the church
grounds. Bring Your Own Mask! If you need a face mask, please contact Woody
Collins, sexton@firstpreshc.org. If you would like to make face masks go to
http://www.firstpreshc.org/face-masks/ for info.
FEED HOWARD COUNTY SEEKS VOLUNTEERS TO DISTRIBUTE MEALS!
Feed Howard County is looking for volunteers as we ramp up our efforts during
the remainder of 2020 and beyond. Please email us at
feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to see how you can help out.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
FACEBOOK AND YOU TUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE
www.firstpreshc.org
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Sunday, November 29th
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for children and adults via Zoom
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
11:30 a.m. Sunday School for youth via Zoom
6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom
Monday, November 30th
VOUCHERS DUE FOR JANUARY – NOVEMBER PURCHASES
Tuesday, December 1st
CHILDREN’S CORNER (VIRTUAL) - 10:00 A.M. -4:00 P.M.
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Peacemaking Social Justice Committee via Zoom
Wednesday, December 2nd
CHILDREN’S CORNER (VIRTUAL) - 10:00 A.M. -4:00 P.M.
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry
7:00 p.m. Advent Big Read via Zoom
Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee via Zoom
Thursday, December 3rd
CHILDREN’S CORNER (VIRTUAL) - 10:00 A.M. -4:00 P.M.
9:30 p.m. Facebook Live: Evening Prayer with Pastors
Friday, December 4th
CHILDREN’S CORNER (VIRTUAL) - 10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
Saturday, December 5th
CHILDREN’S CORNER (VIRTUAL) - 10:00 A.M. -4:00 P.M.
CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS & TOTE BAGS DROP-OFF, 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Sunday, December 6th
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
COMMUNION
CHILDREN’S CORNER (VIRTUAL) - 10:00 A.M. -4:00 P.M.
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for children and adults via Zoom
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
11:30 a.m. Sunday School for youth via Zoom
6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, December 10, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. for the January 2021 Issue #1.

