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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 
GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

We must do more than simply go through the Advent calendar; we must develop in us an Advent heart… 
it is not simply a matter of waiting and rejoicing in what Advent promises. It is about learning to live while 
we wait. 

  Joan Chittister 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Watchman, Tell Us of the Night Thomas Keesecker 

  In the Bleak Midwinter Thomas Keesecker 

  ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime Thomas Keesecker 

  It Came upon the Midnight Clear Thomas Keesecker 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:] 

Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus! 

 Prelude What Star is This Thomas Keesecker 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

We thank you, O God, 
for those in Scripture who pointed to Christ, 
like Elijah, Isaiah, and John. 
We thank you for those in our own lives 
who point us to Christ. 
Give us eyes to see Christ today 
among those who are oppressed, imprisoned or brokenhearted, 
and give us voice to proclaim the truth 
that Christ releases and sets free, 
turns ashes to garlands, 
and repairs what has been ruined. 
May we, too, point others to Christ, 
the Light of the world and the center of our lives. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 360 Christ Is Coming! Unser Herrscher 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Creating, preserving, renewing God 
you shape a world of peace and joy, equality and grace. 
You place us in its midst 
and give us a sky full of stars and a world full of beauty. 
There should be no end to our joy. 
And yet we let joy slip away like loose change. 
We pass by remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed. 
Forgive us. Renew us. Transform us. 
Broaden our imagination and expand our hearts 
so that we may welcome with wonder and joy 
all that you are doing in the world. 
Teach us how to live as if holy joy 
is the very thing that keeps us alive. 
Because it does. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response 583  Glory to God, Taizé 

(singing together) 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 
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* Song of Peace 103, verses 1 & 2  Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

(singing together) 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Lighting the Advent Candles 

 [We listen and watch as the candles are lighted and we conclude with our response:] 

We light this candle because we refuse to let go of peace. 
We will wake from sleep but hold fast to our dreams. 
Let there be joy! 
Let there be light! 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

1   The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
          because the LORD has anointed me; 
     he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
          to bind up the brokenhearted, 
     to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
          and release to the prisoners; 
2   to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
          and the day of vengeance of our God; 
          to comfort all who mourn; 
3   to provide for those who mourn in Zion — 
          to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
     the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
          the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
     They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
          the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
4   They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
          they shall raise up the former devastations; 
     they shall repair the ruined cities, 
          the devastations of many generations. 

8   For I the LORD love justice, 
          I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
     I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
          and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9   Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
          and their offspring among the peoples; 
     all who see them shall acknowledge 
          that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
10  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
          my whole being shall exult in my God; 
     for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
          he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
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     as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
          and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11  For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
          and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
     so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
          to spring up before all the nations. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Psalter Hymn 74 When God Restored Our Common Life Resignation 

  (Psalm 126) 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Second Lesson:  John 1:1-6, 19-28 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 

19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, 
“I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are 
you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He 
said, 
     “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
          ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Those Who Dream Sow Joy Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from A Declaration of Faith (1977) 

Jesus, the long-expected Savior, 
came into the world as a child, 
descended from David, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of Mary, a virgin. 
He lived as a Jew among Jews. 
He announced to his people 
the coming of God’s kingdom of justice and peace on earth. 
Jesus was born of a woman as is every child, 
yet born of God’s power as was no other child. 
In the person and work of Jesus, 
God’s own self and a human life 
are united but not confused, 
distinguished but not separated. 
The coming of Jesus was itself 
the coming of God’s promised rule. 
Through his birth, life, death and resurrection, 
Jesus Christ brings about the relationship  
between God and humanity 
that God always intended. 

Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God in your grace, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Merciful God of peace, 
your word, spoken by prophets, 
restores your people’s life and hope. 
Fill our hearts with the joy of your saving grace, 
that we may hold fast to your great goodness 
and in our lives proclaim your justice in all the world. 
Amen. 
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 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem The Quiet Night Thomas Keesecker 

* Doxology 137, verses 1 & 4 He Came Down 

(singing together) 
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

God is here. 
Emmanuel, God-with-us, is ready to be born. 

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.) 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 134 Joy to the World Antioch 

  (see next page for hymn) 

* Closing Responses 

The good news of Advent is this: 
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming! 

Even as we wait, watch, and wonder, 
God is with us. Thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow Thomas Keesecker 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Advent Candles, the Prayer for Sunday Morning, and the Prayer 
of Confession are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah Are, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art. 
https://sanctifiedart.org 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sanctifiedart.org/
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

