FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
December 13, 2020

TODAY
Today, during the coronavirus pandemic, we are livestreaming worship at
10:30 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace,
Spread the Word, not the virus.
WORSHIP – LIVESTREAM. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more
meaningful. Gather some items for a home worship space. This Sunday, December
6, is the Second Sunday of Advent, and the Liturgical color is BLUE. You might want
to find or assemble an Advent Wreath – you just need four candles to set in a
circle. Have a matchstick close by so you can light the Advent candle in your home
when the liturgists light the candle in the Sanctuary. Add some greenery if you
have it. If you have a Christmas cactus on the way to blooming or an amaryllis, add
those to your worship space. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a hard
copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it and
join in the liturgy while you watch. Mark the text beforehand in a Bible, so you can
follow the reading (the text is in the bulletin.)
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: Thanks to the Livestream Worship Team.
Cantor: Nan; Liturgist: Evelyn
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Ginny and Steve in honor
of Travis’ birthday on December 16; and by Ann in celebration of Brian’s birthday.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
THE BETHLEHEM BANNER completes our banners and paraments for Advent.
We have had the “Road to Bethlehem” parament that we use on the Communion
Table and the “Star of Bethlehem” on the pulpit for 10 or 12 years. This banner
completes the road to Bethlehem. Sarah designed it and chose the fabrics and
fabric placement and Catherine put it together. We also have four story banners
that hang on the side walls. Several members of the congregation, Catherine,
Sarah, Syd, Toni, Della LeConte, Julianna, Shirley, Debbie and Janet, made them in
2012 and 2013. Those banners were also designed by Sarah and replaced the story
banners made many years ago by Helen. Thank you to Catherine and Sarah!

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 13, 2020
Please pray for: Mispa, Justin, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Mil, Rose, Betty, Alice, Ashley and
Family, Doris, Martin, Shirley, Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers
Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have tested
positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and essential employees working during
Covid-19 pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa
Presbyterio in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19.
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Non-Resident Members: Frank & Betty, Vivian, Barb, Virginia
Friends & Family: Virginia’s cousin, Nancy Claire; Congregation of Middle Collegiate
Church, pastors Jaqui Lewis and John Janka, whose building, including the sanctuary
was completely destroyed by fire; Katherine, Myrna, Evan, Rev. Marie, Andrew,
Arthur, Vij, Kalene, Betsy, Dennis, Rosalie and George, Rosemary, Judy & James, Al,
Liam, Aaron, Jennifer, Julian and family, Daneen, William, Matt, Tim, Dave and
Maureen and family, Bruce, Mary and Kevin
Recovering from Surgery: Ruth, Phil, Ron, Ginny, Pat, Dan
Care Center: Marvin, Reva, Carol, Barbara
Deaths: May the peace of Christ be with Beth, in the death of her mother, Barbara,
on December 4, 2020.
Bereaved: Marvin, Louisa, Barb; David and Ilene, Louise and Paul and family, Mike and
Cheryl and family, Carolyn and Frank, John, Angela, Barb and Sarah, Mike, Tina, Anna,
Lauren and Caroline, Brett and Janet and family
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-andchristi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Please contact one of the Pastors: Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Lucy (c. 283 – c.304) Tradition holds that this young Sicilian girl took her Christian
conversion so seriously that she gave away her dowry to the poor. As a result, her
suitor not only rejected her but also reported her during a persecution under
Diocletian. It is said that even the threat of incarceration in a brothel failed to corrupt
her. She was executed. Her story spread rapidly, and by the 6th century, she was
remembered and celebrated as far away as Britain. Her remains are in Venice, where,
every night out of respect, the gondoliers sing of Santa Lucia. In our time, her feast
day
is
TODAY,
December 13th. The celebration of Saint Lucy (whose name means “light”) became
particularly important in Sweden and Norway, perhaps because her celebration
originally coincided with the Winter Solstice. A tradition arose of a girl in the
household wearing a crown of candles, bringing saffron rolls and coffee to her family
early in the morning – for an energetic celebration of St. Lucy’s day helps one live the
long winter nights with enough light. In Hungary, it is a custom to plant wheat in a
small pot on St. Lucy’s day. the green shoots soon appear, signs of life from death. The
pot of wheat sprouts is then carried to the manger scene on Christmas Eve as a symbol
of Christ the Bread of Heaven.
We also remember: December 18, 1865 the Thirteenth Amendment abolished
slavery in the United States. The first enslaved African people were brought to the
American Colonies in 1619, soon becoming the economic foundation of the colonial
plantation system. Enslavement remained legal after the American Revolution.
Although Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation (1863) freed enslaved people in
theory a constitutional amendment was needed after the Civil War to bring a legal end
to slavery.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 13, 2020
(CONTINUED)
OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2020
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA.
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This
week we pray for China, Hong Kong, Macau. We pray for:
 Those left behind and further marginalized by rising economic growth,
especially women and peasants in rural areas.
 The political and social tensions between the mainland of China and Hong
Kong and the rest of the world.
 A growth in prophetic witness of the Chinese church in society.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

The Theological Seminaries of the PCUSA prepare men and women to be pastors,
educators and musicians for congregations, providing continuing education and
advanced degree programs, and serve as centers for theological discourse,
reflection and research for the benefit of the wider church during changing times.
Our nine theological seminaries are: Austin (Texas); Columbia (Decatur, Georgia);
Dubuque (Iowa); Louisville (Kentucky); McCormick (Chicago, IL); Pittsburgh
(Pennsylvania); Princeton (New Jersey); Johnson C. Smith (Atlanta) and Union
Presbyterian (Richmond VA and Charlotte NC). In addition there are two
seminaries with a covenant relationship to the PCUSA: Auburn (New York City)
and Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico (San Juan).

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
GLORY TO GOD HYMNALS are available for your use at home during the pandemic.
Stop by the church on Sunday, December 13 between noon and
1:00 p.m. to pick up a copy. If Sunday is not a good time for you please contact
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org to make other arrangements.
THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help. We are actively recruiting
in the following areas: Audio Operator / Video Operator / Power Point Operator.
We will offer training in the near future. For more info or to sign-up, please contact
technicalservices@firstpreshc.org
SANCTUARY FLOWERS for Sundays in 2021
The Flower Chart for 2021 is ready to be filled in! Due to the coronavirus pandemic
this year the Flower Chart is available on Signup Genius!
Click here to sign up online for flowers on any Sunday in 2021.
When you place your order, you can indicate the dedication you would like in the
bulletin that Sunday and whether you want to take the flowers home or leave them
for the Deacons to deliver to a church member to brighten their day.
The flowers cost $35. Please send a check to the church office or
via PayPal. Questions? Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP begins at 10:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
15 minutes of music, welcome and sharing as we
gather in for livestream worship
10:30 a.m. Worship Livestream
on Facebook or YouTube
Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Sunday School for children and youth age two through 12th grade is on Zoom for
now. Children age two through 5th grade meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Classes for mid- and senior high students take place on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
Email DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, if you would like the link
to join any of those classes.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
BIBLE IN DEPTH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL with Doyle Nichols
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom
We will work our way through the prophets of the Old Testament, beginning with
Hosea, together in an informal and interactive format. In order to receive the Zoom
link for this ongoing class you must CLICK HERE TO REGISTER. Once you register an
email will be sent to you with a link to join the meeting.
Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
CIRCLES OF CARE
NEXT Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 p.m. - next small group ZOOM meeting
In these days of missing each other’s presence we are happy to invite you to join a
small group to connect with one another.
Please fill out this Circles of Care form to indicate your interest in being part of this
new and exciting initiative at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County. Please
respond by Wednesday, December 16. A link for joining will be emailed to you.
Questions? Email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CONGREGATIONAL CONTACTS
Now that we are entering the Covid winter months, it's important for us to reach
out to all of our First Presbyterian community to see how they are faring.
Discipleship and Caring Ministries is organizing another congregational contact
for January. If you would like to help us contact members, please email
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org to volunteer.
MITTEN TREE – IN A BIN!?!
It’s cold outside. It is time for gloves, mittens, scarves, &
hats. The Deacons are collecting them through
January 31, 2021 for all ages, kids, teens, & adults. There
will be no “Mitten Tree” this year, but you can put the
items in the bin by the kitchen door. Questions? Contact:
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you have any questions.
JUST ONE CAN…PLUS!!! – December – POWERFUL Food
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County,
we are asking for any food contributions for our neighbors. Hunger is an on-going
concern for too many of our neighbors especially this year.
The Board of Deacons’ campaign in December will focus on donations of
POWERFUL protein-rich food for our continuing efforts against Hunger in Howard
County. Imagine how hard it can be to have a Happy Holiday when you barely
have enough to eat. Recommended items that have the power to bring a smile
to a child’s face are: Peanut Butter, Beans—Dried or Canned, Canned
Meat/Tuna/Chicken, Canned Soups, Infant Formula, Baby & Toddler Foods.
Please leave your donations in the storage box by the back entrance (near the
mailbox). Thank you on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard
County.
COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL reports the Howard County Food Bank is open and
helping people, but because of the increased demand, they are requesting online
monetary donations. Click here to donate to Howard County Food Bank

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor: mharris@firstpreshc.org
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor: sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries: mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woody Collins, Church Sexton: sexton@firstpreshc.org

ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES 2020
ADVENT QUIET DAYS
Begins TODAY Sunday, December 13
We’re taking Quiet Days online this year! In the midst of all the busy-ness of the
Christmas season, we’re making a virtual space for you to pause, take a deep
breath, and gather strength and energy to live the wonder and love we Christians
find at the heart of Christmas. Starting Sunday, December 13, visit this website for
at-home activities to help bring the peace of Christ into your heart, mind, and
home.
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL ON FACEBOOK
Hope, Peace, Joy, Love Devotional
As we wait in anticipation for the birth of Christ, brief
daily devotions based on scripture, quotes, and song
will help us reflect on the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy,
and Love. Join with others in our Facebook Devotional
Discussion Group to follow and engage with the
devotional and each other. The devotional, including
engaging questions, will be posted daily in the
Facebook discussion group.
If you have questions or would prefer a print or e-version of this devotional email
DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org.
ADVENT WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS
Wednesday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom
Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
December 16, 23
Send an email to Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org, she will send you the link.
Since Advent marks the beginning of our church year, there is a sense in which all
of us need a beginner’s guide to these familiar stories. So this year’s Advent study
book is Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, by Amy-Jill Levine. Levine
is both a New Testament and Jewish Studies professor at Vanderbilt
ADVENT COMPLINE (Worship As The Day Completes)
Thursday evenings at 9:30 p.m. - December 17 on Facebook Live
Join us online for 20 minutes of prayer, scripture, poetry and maybe some music
as we care out a space for us to pray for ourselves and for the needs of the world
as our part of the globe begins to quiet down for sleep.
Please note: You do not need to have a Facebook account to attend. You can join
the service from the church’s web page – just click on the blue F.

TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO SHOP at the ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR!
The annual Alternative Gift Fair looks a little different this year. It is
still one-stop shopping, but it’s virtual this year. Everything is
explained and accessible on the church’s AGF webpage:
http://firstpreshc.org/alternative-gift-fair/
SERRV – Our church has a unique link (https://www.serrv.org/?a=FirstPresAGF) to
shop for fair trade products from SERRV’s website. Be sure to use the link because
we earn 20% from your purchases, a fundraiser for the Guatemala Program. You
will shop and check out like a regular website, and items will be shipped directly to
your door. You can use the SERRV link anytime between now and December 13.
ALTERNATIVE GIFTS – We have a roundup of local, national, and international
charities on the webpage. There are links for you to donate directly to the
organizations, or we can help you make donations.
PW ANNUAL BAKE SALE GOES CURB SIDE!
Just as your favorite restaurants have done ... cookies, brownies, muffins, and
other baked goods made by the congregation, along with Equal Exchange coffee,
cocoa, chocolate, and oil will be available for curb side pick-up or delivery on
Saturday, December 19, 2020 between 1:00-2:00 p.m. All safety precautions will
be followed. Please note that this is the only fund raiser the Presbyterian Women
holds each year and that proceeds will support local and worldwide missions of
the church. Click here for details on how to order. Questions? Contact
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING – THE PERFECT GIFT
NEXT Sunday, December 20, 2020
It’s time for the collection of the annual
Christmas Joy Offering! By giving to the Christmas
Joy Offering, you honor God’s gift of Jesus Christ
by providing assistance to current and retired
church workers in their time of need and
developing our future leaders at Presbyterianrelated schools and colleges equipping
communities of color. Please send your gift with
your regular offering or send as a separate
donation noting “Christmas Joy Offering.” Thank you.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
NEXT Sunday, December 20 during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
This year the story of the birth of Jesus will be told through pictures and singing of
our children. Come, let us adore him through the eyes of our children!
LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
Monday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
The Winter Solstice, December 21, is the longest and darkest night of the year. We
gather this year online for an Advent worship service that yearns for the light of
Christ to dawn. In order to gather safely online, you are invited to pre-register for
this worship service. Click here to register. After registering, you will receive a
confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. Everyone is
invited to pre-register for this service. We especially extend a hand of welcome to
those who are carrying a heavier burden this year during the holiday season. The
Service for the Longest Night is a time of sharing in hope. We sing, we listen, we
light candles, and we share in silent meditation and reflection. We pray for a world
of peace. You might like to have candles ready to light during the service. Please
join us.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2020
CHRISTMAS JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM
anytime between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m.
Children, families, grown-ups, youth – really everyone is invited to bundle up, wear
your masks, and come to the church grounds where you will find the path to
Bethlehem. As you walk the path around the grounds, you will explore several
places where you will be able to sing, or share, donate something, or pick up
something for your journey. You’ll end at the cradle, where you will welcome the
Holy Child. Bring a canned good and/or an item to donate to the Mitten Tree if you
are able. Park in the Park and Ride – the first stop on the Journey will be near the
church sign! In case of weather check the church website for updates.
LIVESTREAM CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP at 8:00 p.m.
Livestream from the Sanctuary. Carols. Story. Poems. Prayers. Everything you love
about Christmas Eve at First Church livestreamed on Facebook Live and You Tube.
To participate in this service, you might like to do a few things in advance:
● Have a copy of the bulletin ready – from the website or email.
● Put a large white candle – the Christ Candle – in the middle of your Advent
Wreath in your worship space. Have matches or a lighter handy so you can
light the Christ Candle when we come to that part of the service.
● Find a small candle you can hold and light during the carol singing at the
close of the service. You’ll light this candle from your Christ Candle.
● Do you have a favorite crèche set? Place that in your worship space.
● What else might enhance the simple beauty of your worship on Christmas
Eve? A blooming plant – such as Christmas cactus, poinsettia or amaryllis.
CANDLELIGHT IN-PERSON CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP at 11:00 p.m.
Outdoors on the front lawn of the church.
When all the wrapping and preparations are (nearly) over, bundle up and gather
for about 30 minutes – with masks please and observing physical distancing. We’ll
have candles ready for you to hold as we read the Christmas story, hear carols,
pray for ourselves and our world, and finish up with Silent Night. Park in the
Park and Ride and gather on the front lawn.

GENERAL INFORMATION
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to
become formal members of First Church. We were about to have a New Member
Orientation when Covid-19 pushed us online. We were waiting to see if in-person
worship would return in the fall. Since it will not – we want to give each of you the
opportunity to formalize your membership before the end of the calendar year.
So, if you have been a guest – for a few months or a few years – know that you are
a welcome guest, and we would like to add you as a member!
Please be in touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org or Pastor
Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org and we will arrange a good time for us to meet via
Zoom, so we can get to know each other better! We look forward to welcoming
you as a formal member of the congregation.
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email, Tidings,
Annual Response Program, etc. Are you receiving emails from First Presbyterian
Church of Howard County? If not, please send your email address to our Church
Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same
time please send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your
family members. We want everyone involved!!
2020 VOUCHERS DEADLINE!
All vouchers for expenses (Jan.-Nov.) in 2020 should have been submitted by now.
If you’re spending money in the month of December the deadline is Friday,
December 18—all vouchers should be authorized and signed! Vouchers should
be scanned and emailed to Pat Travers at bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org Thank you.
2020 Annual Reports Due
Ministry Area Chairs and Church organizations please send your 2020 Annual
Report by Tuesday, January 5, 2021 to Caroline Smith, Church Administrator,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. You can even send them before Christmas and enjoy
your holidays! Thank you!!
CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 2020
The church office and building are currently closed due to the coronavirus
pandemic. The Church Staff will be taking a holiday for Christmas on Christmas
Day, Friday, December 25, 2020 and Monday & Tuesday, December 28 & 29, 2020.
The Church Staff will be working from home on Wednesday, December 30,
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. & Thursday, December 31, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
The Church Staff will be taking a holiday on New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1,
2021. Merry Christmas to All! And blessings for the New Year!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
ANNUAL RESPONSE PROGRAM PLEDGE STATUS:
December 6, 2020
Amount pledged to date $512,231
Number of pledges
95
Thank you to those who have responded!
OUR MONEY STORY: OUR ONE STORY IN 2021
There’s still time to turn in your 2021 Commitment Form. Thank you to everyone
who has sent a commitment to the 2021 Mission and Ministry Fund of First
Presbyterian Church of Howard County. The 2021 Commitment Form is a fillable
PDF form and can be found on the church’s website.
PER CAPITA FOR 2020 is $36.00. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s
share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and
General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this
amount for each member of the church. Have you paid your per capita?
Thank you to those 92 people who have paid already!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of December 9, 2020
Actual Expenses as of December 9, 2020
Total

$727,961.54
727,743.10
$218.44

It takes an average of $2,238.90 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 1 days ahead/(behind).

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. Here are some ways we
can continue to give:
1. PayPal – You could contribute immediately online through PayPal. This
works even if you do not have a PayPal account. There is a button on the
church website. When you click the button, it will take you to a page that
clearly says “First Presbyterian Church of Howard County: General Giving.”
2. Automatic payments through your regular bank account -- if your bank
provides an automatic payment service, you could set it up to send a
contribution to the church as a payment.
3. U. S. Mail – This way still works! You could mail checks to First Presbyterian
Church, 9325 Presbyterian Church, Columbia, MD 21045. Checks are
delivered to a strong, locked mailbox on the church premises.
4. Automatic bank drafts by completing the church’s Electronic Giving Form
– you could fill out and return an Electronic Giving Form (available on the
church website). Mail or bring the completed form to the church office. This
form gives permission for a bank draft on the account you specify, in the
amount and frequency that you specify. www.firstpreshc.org/electronicgiving-form-fpchc/
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR!
 Wear a face mask when out and about
 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart
 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water
 Use hand sanitizer
 Stay home IF:
 you don’t feel well
 you have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19
 you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks
 Get a flu shot
COVID-19 TEAM – Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines,
etc. as needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org
CHURCH BUILDING UPDATE
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Church Staff is working from home.
This week County Executive Calvin Ball Announced New COVID-19 Gathering
Limits and Restrictions and to be on the safe side has prompted some changes for
the church. The Church Office and building are closed and is accessible to church
members by appointment only, please contact Church Administrator, Caroline
Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, to make arrangements.
Face masks are mandatory in Maryland and must be worn when you enter the
building or are on the church grounds, and please practice social distancing. The
Church Office and Building are still closed to the public and the doors are locked.
The building will continue to be closed to Outside User Groups and large church
groups through Sunday, January 31, 2021, at least. We are striving to follow all
state and local orders for the health of our community, as well as using our own
judgment about our ability to maintain cleanliness and safety of the building. We
will of course keep you updated as we know more or as changes develop. Thank
you for helping to control the spread of the virus and please keep our Church Staff
safe and healthy! Contact us if you need us, we’re here for you. Keep washing your
hands! Stay healthy!
FEED HOWARD COUNTY SEEKS VOLUNTEERS TO DISTRIBUTE MEALS!
Feed Howard County is looking for volunteers as we ramp up our efforts during
the remainder of 2020 and beyond. Please email us at
feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to see how you can help out.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
FACEBOOK AND YOU TUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE
www.firstpreshc.org
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Sunday, December 13th
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ADVENT QUIET DAYS BEGIN ON CHURCH’S WEBSITE
LAST DAY TO SHOP THE ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for children and adults via Zoom
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
11:30 a.m. Sunday School for youth via Zoom
Conversations on Race via Zoom
Nominating Committee via Zoom
12:00 p.m. Ruth Circle wrap books for Head Start
12:45 p.m. Recording Session in Sanctuary until 4:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom
Tuesday, December 15th
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting via Zoom
Wednesday, December 16th
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Advent Big Read via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Advent Big Read via Zoom
Thursday, December 17th
9:30 p.m. Advent Compline on Facebook Live
Friday, December 18th
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
Saturday, December 19th
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.PW Drive-thru Bake Sale
Sunday, December 20th
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DURING 10:30 A.M. LIVESTREAM WORSHIP
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for children and adults via Zoom
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
11:30 a.m. Sunday School for youth via Zoom
Nominating Committee via Zoom
6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, December 10, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. for the January 2021 Issue #1.

