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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Children’s Christmas Pageant 
December 20, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Open wide the windows of our spirits and fill us with light; open wide the door of our hearts,  
that we may receive and entertain Thee with all our powers of adoration. 

  Christina Rossetti 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  It Came upon the Midnight Clear Willis, arr. DeCou 

  O Little Town of Bethlehem Redner, arr. Johnson 

  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn, arr. DeCou 

  As With Gladness Men of Old arr. Pelz 

  Nocturne on O Come, All Ye Faithful arr. Callahan 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:] 

Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus! 

 



2 

 

 Prelude The People Who Walk in Darkness Pepper Choplin 

  The Quarentet 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Holy God, 
you have always found a way to show up in our midst, 
particularly in fearful or lonely times. 
As we gather for worship today, 
move among us again. 
Stir in us. Speak to us. Fill us with the Holy Spirit. 
And if we are not able to hear your Word clearly, 
then give us Elizabeths who will point out your presence 
in delight and joy. 
Creator God, we are listening. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 129 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Es Ist Ein’ Ros’ 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of Good News, 
You call us blessed, 
but we struggle to see how that could be. 
You tell us to not be afraid, 
but we are paralyzed by fear of what we do not know. 
We make plans without listening for your voice. 
We let our human agendas  
drown out your call for faithful service. 
We let hope slip through our hands like water. 
Forgive us. 
Teach us to sing like Mary. 
Teach us to laugh like Elizabeth. 
Teach us to trust like the angels. 
Let us hear the good news you spread so long ago 
and still unfolds today: 
Light is breaking. Love is coming. 
The world is about to turn! 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response 583  Glory to God, Taizé 

(singing together) 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

  (Share the peace with your family members, send a text, or make a comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 
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* Song of Peace 103, verses 1 & 2  Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

(singing together) 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Lighting the Advent Candles 

 [We listen and watch as the candles are lighted 
and we conclude with our response:] 

We light this candle because we refuse to let go of love. 
We will wake from sleep but hold fast to our dreams. 
Let there be love! 
Let there be light! 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Scripture Lesson:  Luke 1:26-38 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

* Hymn 100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout Star of the County Down 

  Canticle of the Turning 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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(hymn continues on next page) 
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Children’s Christmas Pageant 
The Christmas Scene Revisited 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* An Affirmation of Faith for Advent (together)  

We believe in God, 
who bends and kneels towards our world, 
drenching it with love, 
making it new with every breath. 
We believe in Jesus, 
God become human, 
who brought every person a spark of the divine. 
We believe in the Spirit, 
hovering God, present among us, 
abiding, upholding, awaking all things to grace. 
We believe we are called to do justice, love kindness 
and walk humbly with God and each other, 
ready for God’s reign, awake and alert, 
as we work to bring it near. 
We believe we are called, 
as Christmas comes close, 
to lift up our hearts in hope and love, 
seeking God’s advent in each moment and person, 
each challenge and heartache, 
each blessing and joy. 
This we promise to do. 
Keep us faithful, Lord Jesus, and come soon. 
Amen! May it be so! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God in your grace, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Ever-faithful God, 
through prophets and angels you promised to raise up a holy child 
who would establish a household of peace and justice. 
Open our hearts to receive this Child, 
that we may open our doors to welcome all people as siblings, 
and establish your household in our time. Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem Menuet alternat from Sonata VI Johann Ernst Galliard 

  Evelyn Mogren, trombone; Matt May, piano 
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* Doxology 137, verses 1 & 4 He Came Down 

(singing together) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

God is here. 
Emmanuel, God-with-us, is ready to be born. 

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.) 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 105 People, Look East Besançon 

 

(hymn continues on next page) 



13 

 

* Closing Responses 

The good news of Advent is this: 
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming! 

Even as we wait, watch, and wonder, 
God is with us. Thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Alla Siciliano from Sonata V Johann Ernst Galliard 

  Evelyn Mogren, trombone; Matt May, piano 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 
WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Advent Candles, Prayer for Sunday Morning, and the Prayer of Confession are 
adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah Are, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art. https://sanctifiedart.org 

The Children’s Christmas Pageant is The Christmas Scene Revisited by Phyllis Wezeman. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

https://sanctifiedart.org/
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

