THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Easter Sunday
Communion
April 4, 2021
10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST]

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
We sing because we know there is another way to run the world, a world where death is not the final word,
where despair is not the winner, where human power and hierarchies are not thought to be inevitable and
unchangeable.
John Holbert

Gathering Time
Music begins at 10:15 a.m.
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

Gathering Music
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Prelude

Wie Will Ich Mich Freuen
Paul, trumpet
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J.S. Bach

Lighting the Christ Candle
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
This is the Good News:
the grave is empty and Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
This is the Good News:
the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never put it out,
for Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Creator of the universe, you made the world in beauty
and restore all things through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
We pray that, where your image is still disfigured
by poverty, sickness, selfishness, warfare and greed,
the new creation in Jesus Christ may appear
in justice, love and peace, to the glory of your name.
Amen.
* Hymn 232

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
(see next page for hymn)
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Easter Hymn
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Jesus, Son of Mary
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, Savior of the World,
Make peace within us.
Christ, King of Glory:
Be with us and for us, wherever life takes us.
Eternal God, Creator, Preserver, Provider:
you raised Christ from the tomb
and shattered the power of sin and evil;
raise us from the tombs of our sin,
and bring us to new life in you.
You bring us good news of Easter joy;
forgive us when we cannot hear it.
You send us out to share your love;
forgive us when we cannot carry it.
You cast a vision of peace and justice;
Forgive us when we cannot imagine it.
Forgive us when we stand in it’s way.
For you are the God of empty tomb,
the one who makes all things new.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise

Friedman Alleluia

(singing together)

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Greet each other by sending a text, a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube)
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* Response of Praise 379, verses 3 & 4

We Shall Overcome

(singing together)

Words of Welcome
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ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Isaiah 25:6-9
6

7

8

9

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever.
Amen.
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Second Lesson: Mark 16:1-8
1When

the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying
to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already
been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he
is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
Choral Response 243 (singing together)

Sermon

Be Not Afraid

All Our Alleluias!
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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Sue Lowcock Harris

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Hymn

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!

Earth and All Stars

(Everyone sings everything except vs. 5 choir only, assembly joins on chorus following vs. 5)
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* Affirmation of Faith (together)

A New Testament Affirmation

This is the good news which we have received,
in which we stand, and by which we are saved,
if we hold it fast:
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures,
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day,
and that he appeared first to the women,
then to Peter, and to the Twelve,
and then to many faithful witnesses.
We believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God.
Jesus Christ is the first and the last,
the beginning and the end;
Christ is our Lord and our God. Amen.
Concerns and Remembrances
The Offering
Offertory

Hymn to Joy

Jeanne Cotter

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
People of God, open your hearts.
We open our hearts to Christ, who reigns in glory.
Let us give thanks to the living God.
We thank God with joy!
[Thanks and praise fill our heart, Almighty God, for you are the God of creation and new creation…
…and so we gladly thank you, and sing your praise with your people on earth and all the company of
heaven. And this is our song:]
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[The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers, spoken and unspoken,
as we pray together:]

God in heaven, your name is to be honored.
May your new community of hope be realized
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today the essentials of life.
Release us from our wrongdoing
as we also release those who wrong us.
Do not test us beyond our enduring;
save us from all that is evil.
For you embrace justice, love and peace,
now and to the end of time. Amen.
Breaking the Bread
Communion of the People
We share the bread and the cup around the table
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary.

Music at Communion
Prayer After Communion
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SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Lasst Uns Erfreuen

* Closing Responses
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
In the peace of God
We carry Christ’s love into the world.
In company with Christ
We live resurrection life.
With our lives we proclaim:
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
* Benediction
Postlude

Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah

Handel

(Please join in singing at home! You can find the music on the church’s website.)

Click Here for a PDF of the musical score of the Hallelujah Chorus


WORSHIP NOTES: The Affirmation of Faith we are saying today is a New Testament affirmation. It references
several passages of scripture. See: 1 Corinthians 15:1-6; Mark 16:9; Matthew 16:16; Revelation 22:13 and John
20:28. This affirmation was first compiled and published in The Worshipbook in 1970.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license
#A-712246. All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
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of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
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Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
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The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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