FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
May 23, 2021

TODAY
Today, during the coronavirus pandemic, we are livestreaming worship at
10:30 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace,
Spread the Word, not the virus.
WORSHIP – LIVESTREAM. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more
meaningful. Gather some items for a home worship space. Include a candle and
matchstick so you can light the candle in your home when Pastor Sue lights the
Christ Candle in the Sanctuary. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a hard
copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it and
join in the liturgy while you watch. All the hymns, responses and texts are in the
bulletin. This Sunday, May 23, is Pentecost. The Liturgical color is RED.
You could place some RED cloth under the candle.
WE WELCOME The Rev. Dr. Jacqueline (Jackie) Taylor as our guest preacher this
morning. The Rev. Dr. Jacqueline (Jackie) Taylor serves as the General Presbyter
of the Presbytery of Baltimore. She graduated from the University of Maryland
with a degree in Government and Politics and received her Master’s of Divinity
and Doctor of Divinity at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington DC. She has
served as a pastor, a hospital chaplain, a hospice chaplain and as the Associate
Executive Presbyter in New Castle Presbytery for 17 years prior to coming to
Baltimore. Jackie enjoys spending time with her daughter, a college freshman.
They live in Columbia, Maryland.
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: Thanks to the Livestream Worship Team.
Song Leaders: Liz & Jerri
Liturgist: Bruce; Elder: Sharon
GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST adorning the sanctuary are given to the glory of God
by Jan, Sarah, Amy and Pat, Kristin, Natalie & Jeff, Monica, Evelyn,
Martin & Caroline, Lynne, for Amanda from her Secret Pal, and for Ginny from her
Secret Pal.
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Diane in celebration of
Martin and Caroline’s 36th Wedding Anniversary on May 25; and by Agnes in
celebration of Roy’s birthday on May 24.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
PENTECOST OFFERING – PCUSA Special Offering
TODAY Sunday, May 23
The Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-wide effort to support young people
and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and
the world. Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during
childhood helps ensure lifelong faith and service. The patterns and lessons
established during these formative years continue to bear fruit throughout a
person’s life. By receiving the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of
those who are the church to come — children, youth, and young adults.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 23, 2021
Please pray for: Mispa, Burta, Dave, Jane,Phil, Dylan, Paula, Mil, Rose, Paul, Evelyn
and Stacy and Family, Doris, Maria, Pat, Barb, Shirley, Shirley; for everyone living
in Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our
congregation who have tested positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and
essential employees working during Covid-19 pandemic; those in the
congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa Presbiterio in Guatemala who have
tested positive for Covid-19 especially the family of Adolfo; Miguel, treasurer of
the Boca Costa Presbytery Executive Committee.
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Non-Resident Members: Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb
Friends & Family: Lizi and Davey; Carla, Macky and Jimmy, Mary Sue, Larry, Mary,
Tony, Eli, Myrna, Evan, Andrew, Kalene, Sam, Rosalie and George, Rosemary, Al,
Liam, Aaron, Eyler, Julian and family, William, Matt, Myrna, Charles, Meg, Trey and
Piper.
Recovering from surgery: Barb
Care Center: Carol, Barbara, Beth
Deaths: May the peace of Christ be with Jim and Celeste and family, in the death
of their father and church member, J. Marvin, on May 13, 2021.
Bereaved: Louisa, Barb, Mike; Matt and Estelene, Ron and Nancy, Paul and Cathy,
Craig, Julianna and Teddy, Kevin, Kate, Sarah and Olivia, John and Sheila, Kathy and
Tom and family
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Please contact one of the Pastors:
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
May 20, 325 was the day the Council of Nicaea opened. This council was the first
gathering of Christian bishops in the town of Nicaea, which is in modern Turkey.
It was called by the Emperor Constantine to deal with a controversy raised by the
teachings of Arius (and his followers known as Arians), who insisted that Jesus was
neither fully God nor fully human. The Emperor Constantine feared that this
controversy would split the church. Constantine invited all 1800 bishops, and
around 300 bishops attended. Bishops came from all over the Roman Empire,
including Britain, India, Carthage, Cordoba, Gaul, the Danube and Georgia.
Attendees included a young man who would become the great theologian
Anthanasius, church historian Eusebius of Caesarea, and Nicholas of Myra (who is
St. Nicholas). The most important result of this council was a statement we call
the Nicene Creed, the affirmation of Jesus Christ as both the human face of God
and the divine face of humanity.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 23, 2021
(CONTINUED)
We also remember:
May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. We give thanks for the diversity
of Asian languages, cultures and religions, and celebrate the distinctive quality of
Asian culture as it embraces and practices Christianity and enriches our own
experience of the means of grace.
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal
We thank God for:
 The peoples of these nations – the diversity of their cultures, languages,
and art, and their resilience.
We pray for:
 Those who contribute to religious harmony and advocate for the
minority voice of Christians, especially amid religious and ethnic tensions.


These small nations which depend on other countries and are often
threatened by interests of their bigger neighbors.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA.
As we receive the Pentecost Offering, we pray for all ministries which affect the
lives of children and youth. Our congregation works directly on behalf of young
people in these ministries: FIRN, the Guatemala Scholarship Program, our own
Church School, Vacation Bible School, and Youth Fellowship groups. We also
support job training for young adults through our contract with EcoWorks for
help with the care of our Rain Garden.

To the Church Triumphant
J. Marvin Cook
December 6, 1929 – May 13, 2021
To view Marvin’s obituary, CLICK HERE

J. Marvin Cook's Memorial Service will be via Zoom
on Wednesday, May 26, 2021 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time (US and Canada)
To join the Zoom Meeting go to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88987413874?pwd=TllQYmFFVTluVHdKMkdtRktIcU9
EUT09

“And there will be no more night…for the Lord God will be their light,
and they will reign forever and ever.” Revelation 22.5

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
THE PENTECOST BANNERS in the sanctuary depict the “tongues of fire,” God’s
original Pentecost symbol, giving visual weight to this significant event in the
church year. The scripture is from Peter’s sermons in Acts 2:17-21. It appears on
the banners as broken words symbolizing the speaking in tongues. The banners are
after the design inspired by Dean Heetderks, the art director of Reformed Worship,
March 2008.
PICKING UP GERANIUMS
TODAY Sunday, May 23 the sanctuary is decorated with geraniums. Thank you to
everyone who purchased geraniums. If you indicated that you will be picking up
your geraniums, please pick them up from the Lower Commons between noon and
3:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 23. There will be a checklist with your name and the
number of plants you ordered, please be sure to check your name off the list when
you pick up the flowers. Remember to wear a mask! If you are unable to pick them
up at the scheduled time please contact, Church Administrator, Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org to make other arrangements. Thanks!
THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help. We are looking to add AT
LEAST 20 new audio and video techs, as well as more power point operators to our
ranks, so we can accommodate future needs. Training will be provided.
For more info or to sign-up, please contact technicalservices@firstpreshc.org
MAY IS ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH. The bowl of rice on the
Communion table reminds us that Christian theology is culture-bound. Japanese
theologian Masao Takenaka worked to express Christian thought in language more
closely aligned with indigenous cultures in Asia. One of his groundbreaking ideas
was to speak of God as the “rice of life” instead of as the “bread of life.” We tend
to consider wheat/bread as the symbol of daily food everywhere. But to many
Asian people bread is a foreign product. Takenaka encourages us to consider the
bowl of rice, share and eaten together, as an appropriate way of speaking about
the nourishing presence of God. He writes: “When we say that God is rice . . . we
take rice as the symbol of God’s gift of life.” Our Glory to God hymnbook includes
a hymn which uses this idea: The Rice of Life (524)
SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR IN-SANCTUARY WORSHIP GROUP
TO HELP TEST RETURN LOGISTICS
Who: We are looking for ~35 vaccinated volunteers to come worship in the
sanctuary this summer to help us test new operating logistics for our safe, full
return to the sanctuary.
What: Volunteers will simply come to church for worship, masked. You will be
greeted, given safety guidance and seated. After worship (without singing) you’ll
be asked to stay for a few minutes to give feedback about your experience.
When: We would really like participants to be able to attend on Sunday for three
weeks in a row. Dates are not set yet as we are watching the Covid situation
carefully, but hopefully July is our target.
Where: Enter the church through either set of doors into the commons.
Thanks in advance for volunteering to help get us one step closer to returning to
the sanctuary together! If interested please e-mail Nan, Pastor Sue
sharris@firstpreshc.org, or Caroline Smith fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org to volunteer.

FACEBOOK LIVE: EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS
Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m.
Except Thursday, May 27 while the Co-Pastors are on vacation.
Join in again on Thursday, June 3
SUNDAY WORSHIP begins at 10:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
15 minutes of music, welcome and sharing as we gather in for
livestream worship
10:30 a.m. Worship Livestream on Facebook or YouTube
Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links
Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month.

JOIN US FOR SUMMER WORSHIP
COMING IN JUNE: EARLY OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
On Sunday, June 6 we begin our Summer Worship Schedule which includes a new
outdoor service.
As people get vaccinated and the positivity numbers decrease in the next few
months, we’re going to try two weekly worship services this summer.
 9:00 a.m. in-person outdoor service
 10:00 a.m. livestream-only service from the Sanctuary (Just like now, but
a little earlier!)
The 9:00 a.m. in-person outdoor service will be similar to our summertime First
Worship service – thirty good minutes of worship, for all ages, with prayer, music
and a Bible Lesson. This service will not be livestreamed.
How to get ready for 9:00 a.m. outdoor worship:
 bring and wear a mask
 come to the front lawn – the park and ride is the most convenient
parking
 bring a chair or a blanket – or there will be church chairs available too
 enjoy the music, but please don’t sing for now (humming is ok!)
 get a paper bulletin at the Peace Pole or use your phone to view worship
materials
 in case of bad weather please check the church website before you
come!
 about communion: NO communion on Sunday, June 6 at this service, but
after we get more used to gathering outdoors, we’ll share communion
safely.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
TODAY, SUNDAY MAY 23 is the last day of Sunday School.
CONVERSATIONS ON RACE BOOK DISCUSSION
Sundays through May 23 at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom
with Paula
Please join us as we discuss two books: The Black Friend by Frederick Joseph and
Long Time Coming by Michael Eric Dyson.
See the May Tidings or the church’s website for more info. All are welcome.
To register for the class CLICK HERE and a link will be emailed to you.
BIBLE IN DEPTH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom
with Doyle
We will work our way through the prophets of the Old Testament, currently
reading Jeremiah, together in an informal and interactive format. In order to
receive the Zoom link for this ongoing class you must CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.
Once you register an email will be sent to you with a link to join the meeting.
Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS
Is taking a break until Wednesday, June 16, at 9:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., when we’ll
begin a new series of study conversations. More about that in the June Tidings!
Drop Pastor Sue a text or email sharris@firstpreshc.org if you’d like the link
beginning June 16. Everybody welcome!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL is Sunday, May 23.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
OUTDOOR YOUTH GATHERINGS
Wednesday, May 26
Youth in 5th through 12th grade are invited to gather outside twice a month on
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. We will meet on May 12 and May 26.
Bring a chair if you would like and wear a mask.
Questions? Email Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org

MISSION REPORT
RUN FOR COFFEE RESULTS
Many thanks to everyone who contributed in any way to the 12th annual Run for
Coffee last Saturday. Through the generosity of the First Pres family and friends,
including generous corporate sponsors, the event raised over $9,900 for
microgrants to be given to people in the church’s partner presbytery in Guatemala.
If you haven’t turned in your donation yet, it’s not too late to send a check to the
church or make a donation via PayPal. Please be sure to identify it as being a
donation for the Run for Coffee.
Look for the article in the next issue of Tidings for additional details about the
event and the project it supports.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
JOIN THE LOV LIST!
The Mission Unit is creating a list of First Pres
members and friends who want to volunteer with
local mission efforts. We’re calling it the Local
Outreach Volunteers List - or LOV List. The LOV List
offers a new way to learn about local outreach
volunteering opportunities - whether those
organized and sponsored by the church mission unit
(like the Run for Coffee) or to meet needs identified
by our local mission partners (like Bridges and
Grassroots).
Each LOV List email will briefly describe the upcoming volunteer opportunity and
provide a sign up link or refer you to a contact person who can offer more details
and help you get signed up to volunteer.
To join the LOV List and start receiving periodic emails, please email:
lovlist@firstpreshc.org
JUST ONE CAN … PLUS! - May: “Spic and Span” Cleaning Items
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County, we
are asking for specific supplements to our on-going initiative called Just One Can.
Our featured category for May is donations of cleaning supplies.
Food stamps do not cover any paper or cleaning products, so such non-food items
as cleansers and paper products are especially welcomed according to the Howard
County Food Bank.
Recommended items are: Dish Soap, Laundry Detergent, Clorox, General
Household Cleaners
If you need to bring items - plus Spic and Span items - to the church please place
your items in the storage box by the back entrance (near the mail box.) The bin is
back so bring your donations over!
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
CIRCLES OF CARE
TODAY Sunday, May 23 at 2:00 p.m.
next small group ZOOM meeting
We joyously continue to connect with one another in small
groups and invite you to join the fun and fellowship! We look
forward to seeing those who regularly attend and those who
have not yet attended but would like to be part of this new
and exciting initiative at First Presbyterian Church of Howard
County.
You can email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org with questions or to request the link for
the meeting.
Future meetings are scheduled for June 27 and July 25.

PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB
Thursday, May 27, 2021 – 4:30 – 5:20 p.m.
This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues
to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome!
With the pandemic, it has become a virtual gathering by Zoom, every other
Thursday. To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR ELECTED OFFICERS
Tuesday, June 1 – 7:00 p.m.
Stated Session Meeting via Zoom begins promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Elders-elect and Deacons-elect meet with the Session for examination, which
will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. Examination is required by the Book of Order.
Sunday, June 13 – Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. via Facebook and YouTube
Ordination and/or Installation of Elders and Deacons
There will be a brief Zoom meeting to record the Ordination and Installation
at a date to be arranged. This meeting will take place (via Zoom) between June
1 and June 13. Please watch for an email about this zoom meeting.
Monday, June 14
New Officers begin term of service.
Tuesday, June 8 — 7:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. via Zoom
Super Tuesday Meetings
Newly elected Elders begin work with their Ministry Areas – both incoming
and outgoing classes are asked to attend. Super Tuesday Meetings are always
the 2nd Tuesday of the month, except for P3 (2nd Wednesday). The time of
your Ministry Area meeting is either 7:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. The chair will
contact you.
Tuesday, June 15 — 7:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting via Zoom
First regular Deacons Meeting for new Deacons-elect. (All new and serving on
Board of Deacons).
Tuesday, June 22 — 7:00 p.m.
Stated Session Meeting via Zoom
All new and serving Session members
Session meeting begins promptly at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Thank you for serving!

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor: mharris@firstpreshc.org
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor: sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries: mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woody Collins, Church Sexton: sexton@firstpreshc.org

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. CLICK HERE for some ways
we can continue to give. Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of May 20, 2021
Actual Expenses as of May 20, 2021
Total

$343,111.29
321,461.03
$21,650.26

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 10 days ahead/(behind).

GENERAL INFORMATION
MEMORIAL DAY is Monday, May 31
It is a staff holiday, and the church staff will have the day off.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to
become formal members of First Church. We have been trying to figure out how
to do this without our usual in-person classes. If you’d like to join, please be in
touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org, or Pastor Sue,
sharris@firstpreshc.org. Together, we’ll pick a date to meet with you by zoom or
phone, and send you the Member Information Form for the Clerk’s permanent
records. After that, we’ll invite you to the first minutes of the next (zoom) meeting
of the Session to be received. So, if you have been a guest – for a few months or a
few years – you are a welcome guest, and we’d like to add you as a member!
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our main way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email,
Tidings, Mission Opportunities, etc. Are you receiving emails from First
Presbyterian Church of Howard County? You might need to look in the
“Promotions” or “Updates” section/tab of your email. If you are not receiving our
emails, please send your email address to our Church Administrator,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same time please
send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your family
members. We want everyone involved!!
JOB OPPORTUNITY
Howard Ecoworks is now hiring for Summer 2021. They are looking for Crew
Leaders, Assistant Crew Leaders and Crew Members. For more info go to:
https://www.howardecoworks.org/ready-hiring

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.
CLICK HERE for CHURCH BUILDING UPDATES
The Church Office and Building are closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
GET VACCINATED!!
WALK-IN CLINICS available in NORTH LAUREL & HOWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Do you need to be vaccinated? Please use these links. You can also walk-in.
North Laurel 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Open to walk-ins without preregistering
https://www.marylandvax.org/reg/9293701637
Howard County Community College – Athletic Center
10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Open to walk-ins without preregistering
https://www.marylandvax.org/reg/0768291973
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR!
 Wear a face mask when out and about
 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart
 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water
 Use hand sanitizer
 Stay home IF:
 you don’t feel well
 you have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19
 you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks
 Get a flu shot
 Get the vaccine – CLICK HERE for more information!
CDC GUIDANCE IF YOU ARE FULLY VACCINATED
CLICK HERE for the new CDC guidance if you've been fully vaccinated.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE
www.firstpreshc.org
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

9:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 23rd
DAY OF PENTECOST
Sunday School for children and adults via Zoom
Conversations on Race Book Discussion via Zoom
Gathering Time
Worship – Livestream
Sunday School for youth via Zoom
Pick up Geraniums until 3:00 p.m.
Circles of Care via Zoom
Ruth Circle Meeting via Zoom

Wednesday, May 26th
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry on the front lawn
7:00 p.m. Youth Gathering
Friday, May 28th
BULLETINS PRINTED
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
Saturday, May 29th
9:00 a.m. Tech Booth Workday
Sunday, May 30th
TRINITY SUNDAY
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for the July/August 2021 Issue 7.

