THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Trinity Sunday
May 30, 2021
10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST]

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
A church is a place where we try to think, speak, and act in God’s way,
not in the way of a fear-filled world.
William Sloane Coffin

Gathering Time
Music begins at 10:15 a.m.
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

Gathering Music
Simple Gifts
Give Me Jesus
The King of Love My Shepherd Is

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
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arr. Mark Hayes
Moses Hogan
arr. Jeanne Cotter

Lighting the Christ Candle
Blessed be God: Eternal Majesty, Living Word, Abiding Spirit.
Glory to God forever!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

How Can I Keep From Singing

arr. Christopher Ruck

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Enfolding God, Trinity of love,
you are our source, our goal, our life:
may we be born again in you,
no more to live alone and unconnected,
but sharing in the Spirit’s breath and carried to your heart;
through Jesus Christ, who lifts us up.
Amen.
* Hymn 303

God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian
(see pages 3 & 4 for the hymn)
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Church United
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
God of grace, love and communion,
we confess that we fail to trust your bountiful goodness.
We have not loved you
with all our heart, soul and mind;
and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We ignore your commandments,
stray from your way, and follow other gods.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Give us new life in your Spirit
so that we may serve you faithfully
and live as your beloved community
through Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend and savior.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)
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Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise 288 (singing together)

Spirit of the Living God

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Greet each other by sending a text, a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube)
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* Response of Praise 292, verses 1 & 2

As the Wind Song

(singing together)

Words of Welcome
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HEAR
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Psalm 29
1

2

3

4

5
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7
8

9

10

11

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;
worship the LORD in holy splendor.
The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over mighty waters.
The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in his temple all say, “Glory!”
The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for ever.
May the LORD give strength to his people!
May the LORD bless his people with peace!

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever.
Amen.
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Second Lesson: John 3:1-17
1Now

there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God;
for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”
3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without
being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”
5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’
8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet
you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him.”
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Being Born
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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The Rev. McKenna Lewellen

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

A Modern Affirmation
(National Council of Churches, 1992)

We believe in God, who is like a good mother or father,
near to us, and strong to help us.
We believe in Jesus Christ, in whom we see God:
Christ is for us the way of truth and life.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose life is in us,
giving us new life and healing strength for our spirits.
We believe our faith is a confident trust
in the truth and goodness of God.
We believe our hope is a hope
to fill the present and the future, with deepest meaning.
We believe our love is the means
by which this faith will be made real in our lives.
Glory to God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
* Hymn 490

Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters
(see next page for hymn)
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Beach Spring
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Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
Living God:
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
Gracious God, continue to pour out your power
in the church, in the world, and in our lives,
so that all will know that you are at work among us.
Make us instruments of peace,
agents of justice and reconciliation
and bearers of hope,
through Jesus Christ our living Lord.
Amen.
The Offering
Offertory Anthem

Thanks Be to God

Stanley Dickson

Clarence Baney, tenor

* Doxology 246, verse 5 (singing together)

Christ Is Alive!
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
We belong to Christ Jesus.
All things are Christ’s, for Christ is Lord of all. Alleluia!
(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.)

SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 765

May the God of Hope Go with Us
Song of Hope/Canto de esperanza
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Argentina

* Closing Responses
This is the good news.
Christ has risen and the Spirit is with us!
This is our story:
In life and in death we belong to God.
This is our new commandment:
To love one another as Christ loves us.
This is our calling:
To pray and work for the justice and joy of God’s realm.
* Benediction
Postlude

Crown Him With Many Crowns

Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.
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Elvey/Blersch

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license
#A-712246. All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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