FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
June 13, 2021

TODAY
Today, during the coronavirus pandemic, we are livestreaming worship at
10:00 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace,
Spread the Word, not the virus.
10:00 a.m. LIVESTREAM WORSHIP. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more
meaningful. Gather some items for a home worship space. Include a candle and
matchstick so you can light the candle in your home when Virginia lights the candle
in the Sanctuary. Today, Sunday June 13 is the Third Sunday after Pentecost. The
current Liturgical Color at First Presbyterian Church is RED. You could place some
RED cloth under the candle. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a hard
copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it and
join in the liturgy while you watch. Are there flowers blooming in your garden?
Put one or two in a bud vase for your home worship space. Mark the text
beforehand in a Bible, so you can follow the reading (the text will also be printed
in the online bulletin.)
9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR SUMMERTIME WORSHIP. We gather on the Front Lawn,
which is our Summertime Sanctuary. Please bring and wear a mask, and observe
physical distance. The Park and Ride provides the most convenient parking. Please
don’t park on the street or next to the walkway. Remember to bring a chair or
blanket. There will be self-serve church chairs available as well. Paper bulletins will
be available. After worship we invite you to linger for Lemonade on the Lawn.
For the next few weeks we have lots of visitors with us on the front lawn – Brood
X Cicada family is in town. They love to sing and fly around! “All nature sings and
round me rings the music of the spheres!”
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:
Liturgist: Evelyn (10:00); Song Leader: Jerri
Ushers & Greeters: Sara (9:00); Margot, Nancy (10:00);
Tech Crew: Jean Robert, Mark, Jonathan
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Nan and Jim in celebration
of their 40th wedding anniversary on June 20th.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
TODAY WE ORDAIN AND INSTALL THE RULING ELDERS AND DEACONS who will
be serving in the Class of 2024, 2023 and 2022. Ruling Elders: Bruce, Nan,
Francois, Debbie, Lynne, Sara, Louisa, Anne. Deacons: Jowin, Louise, Kevin, Patti,
Janet, Jean.
We are also “catching up” last year’s new Elders and Deacons who were not able
to be in the sanctuary for the ordination and installation prayer. They are Ruling
Elders: Bill, Jackie, Monica, Becky, Kathy; Deacons: Therese, Carol, Amanda,
Larry, Sarah, Anne.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 13, 2021
Please pray for: Mispa, Burta, Dave, Jane, Phil, Dylan, Paula, Mil, Rose, Evelyn &
Stacy & Family, Doris, Maria, Pat, Barb, Shirley, Shirley; for everyone living in
Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our
congregation who have tested positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and
essential employees working during Covid-19 pandemic; those in the
congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa Presbiterio in Guatemala who have
tested positive for Covid-19.
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Non-Resident Members: Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb
Friends & Family: Carla, Macky and Jimmy, Mary Sue, Larry, Mary, Tony,
Eli, Myrna, Evan, Andrew, Kalene, Sam, Rosalie and George, Rosemary, Al, Liam,
Aaron, Eyler, Julian and family, William, Matt, Myrna, Charles, Meg, Trey and Piper.
Care Center: Carol, Paul, Barbara, Beth
Bereaved: Louisa, Barb, Mike; Matt and Estelene, Ron and Nancy, Paul and Cathy,
Craig, Julianna and Teddy, Kevin, Kate, Sarah and Olivia, John and Sheila, Kathy and
Tom and family
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
Pride Month Prayer Request: This week we pray for the LGBTQIA+ community,
which experiences increased incidents of mental health issues, substance abuse
and suicide.
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Please contact one of the Pastors:
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Medgar Evars (July 2, 1925 – June 12, 1963) was born in Mississippi. In 1943
enlisted in the US Army and served in France and Germany during World War 2.
After the war, he entered Alcorn State College; he graduated in 1952, married his
sweetheart, Myrlie, and joined his brother in the insurance business. Following
the 1954 Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education, Evars applied
to the University of Mississippi Law School, but was denied admission. The NAACP
then asked him to serve as its first state field secretary in Mississippi. As field
secretary, Evars organized voter registration efforts and investigated crimes
perpetrated against blacks, most notably the lynching of 14-year-old Emmett Till.
Evars’ work made him the most visible civil rights leader in the state of Mississippi.
In May 1963 his home was firebombed. At 12:40 a.m. on June 12, 1963, Evers was
shot in the back in the driveway of his home in Jackson. He died less than an hour
later at a nearby hospital. He was buried with full military honors in Arlington
Cemetery. The national outrage over Evers’ murder increased support for
legislation that would become the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 13, 2021
(CONTINUED)
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Botswana, Zimbabwe
We pray for:
 Effective measures to improve the health and life expectancy of all.


The biodiversity and animals present in these lands, and measures to
preserve them.



The herders and farmers who continue to raise cattle and food, despite
droughts and desertification.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery.
 Good Shepherd Church in Joppatowne – Kerry Slinkard, Interim Pastor
 Govans Church – Tom Harris, Pastor; Billy Kluttz, Associate Pastor

JUNE IS LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH. Our congregation observes Pride Month to affirm
God’s presence and call in the lives of all God’s people and we commit to seeking
justice, equality, and inclusion for all in both church and society. First Presbyterian
Church is fully and openly committed to involving LGBTQ people in the life of the
church including sharing in church leadership, baptism and communion and the
right to marry.
PRIDE 2021 – A TIME TO DANCE
Pride is a call to renew our commitment to LGBTQ welcome and celebrate our
authentic selves. Our corporate worship is a time when we as a congregation
reflect on our commitment to welcome and support one another. Read more
in “A Time to Dance” by Clarence.

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
IN-PERSON WORSHIP in the Sanctuary returns beginning June 27th for the
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship service. You will have to sign up in advance to reserve
a place, wear a mask and observe physical distance. Please watch your email, and
the church website for the sign up most likely on Monday each week, beginning
June 21. For more info about worship in the sanctuary please see the letter from
Morton and Sue on the church’s website.
THE PENTECOST BANNERS in the sanctuary depict the “tongues of fire,” God’s
original Pentecost symbol, giving visual weight to this significant event in the
church year. The scripture is from Peter’s sermons in Acts 2:17-21. It appears on
the banners as broken words symbolizing the speaking in tongues. The banners are
after the design inspired by Dean Heetderks, the art director of Reformed Worship,
March 2008.
FACEBOOK LIVE: EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS
Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m.
Pastor Sue invites you to gather in her study on Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m. for a
brief (5-10 minute) Service of Evening Prayer. Of course, in this season of physical
distance – the gathering will take place via our FPCHC Facebook page. You don’t
have to have a Facebook account to access our page just click here. There’s also a
link directly to our page on our website – www.firstpreshc.org – just scroll down
the right-hand side, and you’ll find our social media links there. Bring your self and
maybe a candle. That’s all. Hope to see you online!
AVAILABLE DATES FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS
There are a few dates available on Sundays for June 27, July 4, 11, 18, August 8,
15, 22, 29. Interested? Please go to Signup Genius to reserve flowers for the above
dates or on any available Sunday in 2021. When you place your order, you can
indicate the dedication you would like in the bulletin that Sunday and whether you
want to take the flowers home or leave them for the Deacons to deliver to a church
member to brighten their day. The flowers cost $35. Please send a check to the
church office or make a payment via PayPal. Questions? Contact Church
Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help. We are looking to add AT
LEAST 20 new audio and video techs, as well as more power point operators to our
ranks, so we can accommodate future needs. Training will be provided.
For more info or to sign-up, please contact technicalservices@firstpreshc.org

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE through September 5, 2021
EARLY OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE ADDED TO SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Our Summer Worship Schedule includes a new outdoor service.
As people get vaccinated and the positivity numbers decrease in the next few
months, we’re going to try two weekly worship services this summer.
 9:00 a.m. in-person outdoor service
 10:00 a.m. livestream-only service from the Sanctuary (Just like now, but
a little earlier!)
The 9:00 a.m. in-person outdoor service will be similar to our summertime First
Worship service – thirty good minutes of worship, for all ages, with prayer, music
and a Bible Lesson. This service will not be livestreamed.
There are lots of cicadas on the front lawn and they are very loud – please
consider cicada season as you make plans to come to outdoor worship.
How to get ready for 9:00 a.m. outdoor worship:
 bring and wear a mask
 come to the front lawn – the park and ride is the most convenient
parking
 bring a chair or a blanket – or there will be church chairs available too
 enjoy the music, but please don’t sing for now (humming is ok!)
 get a paper bulletin at the Peace Pole or use your phone to view worship
materials
 in case of bad weather please check the church website before you
come! Information will be posted by 8:00 a.m. if the service has been
cancelled.
 about communion: NO communion on Sunday, June 6 at this service, but
after we get more used to gathering outdoors, we’ll share communion
safely.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS
Wednesday Study Groups resume this Wednesday, June 16 and continue through
July 28, 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Our theme for these weeks is I Have a
Job for You. We’ll be taking a look at Call Narratives – the stories of how God calls
people throughout scripture and how people respond.
PRE-REGISTER HERE for 9:30 a.m.
PRE-REGISTER HERE for 7:00 p.m.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
OUTDOOR YOUTH GATHERINGS
Wednesday, June 23, 2021
Youth in 5th through 12th grade are invited to gather outside
twice a month on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00
p.m. We will meet on June 9 and June 23. Bring a chair if you
would like and wear a mask.
Questions? Email Virginia Callegary,
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
CIRCLES OF CARE
Sunday, June 27 at 2:00 p.m.
next small group ZOOM meeting
We joyously continue to connect with one another in
small groups and invite you to join the fun and fellowship!
We look forward to seeing those who regularly attend and
those who have not yet attended but would like to be part
of this new and exciting initiative at First Presbyterian
Church of Howard County. It is not too late to join in.
You can email Sharon, sharonglennen9804@gmail.com with questions or to
request the link for the meeting.
Please respond by Friday, June 25. A link for joining will be emailed to you.
Future meeting is scheduled for July 25.
PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB
Thursday, June 24, 2021 – 4:30 – 5:20 p.m.
This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues
to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome!
With the pandemic, it has become a virtual gathering by Zoom, every other
Thursday. To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – June – “Restocking for the Summer”
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, we ask
that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank with some of their
most requested items: Beans - dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken,
canned Soups, cereal or oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter, rice, spaghetti sauce.
Please bring your items - plus Spic and Span items - and place them in the storage
box by the back entrance (near the mail box).
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the food-stressed of Howard County.

GENERAL INFORMATION
DATE CHANGE FOR BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE: Announcements for First Day on
Sunday, June 27 are due on Wednesday, June 16. Please make a note of the due
date change. Send your announcements to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Thank you.
CALENDAR PLANNING FOR 2021-2022 PROGRAM YEAR
This is the time of year to start planning events for the 2021-2022 program year.
In previous years chairs of ministry areas and organizations and staff would meet
in person to plan the calendar. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, this year you are
asked to send a list of dates you anticipate scheduling for the September 1, 2021
– August 31, 2022 program year to Caroline Smith, Church Administrator,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Please send your dates by Tuesday, June 15. Caroline
will work on the calendar and share it via email and then send it to Session for
approval. Thank you for your help!
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to
become formal members of First Church. We have been trying to figure out how
to do this without our usual in-person classes. If you’d like to join, please be in
touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org, or Pastor Sue,
sharris@firstpreshc.org. Together, we’ll pick a date to meet with you by zoom or
phone, and send you the Member Information Form for the Clerk’s permanent
records. After that, we’ll invite you to the first minutes of the next (zoom) meeting
of the Session to be received. So, if you have been a guest – for a few months or a
few years – you are a welcome guest, and we’d like to add you as a member!
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our main way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email,
Tidings, Mission Opportunities, etc. Are you receiving emails from First
Presbyterian Church of Howard County? You might need to look in the
“Promotions” or “Updates” section/tab of your email. If you are not receiving our
emails, please send your email address to our Church Administrator,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same time please
send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your family
members. We want everyone involved!!

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR ELECTED OFFICERS
Monday, June 14
New Officers begin term of service.
Tuesday, June 15 — 7:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting in church parking lot
First regular Deacons Meeting for new Deacons-elect.
(All new and serving on Board of Deacons).
Tuesday, June 22 — 7:00 p.m.
Stated Session Meeting via Zoom
All new and serving Session members
Session meeting begins promptly at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Thank you for serving!

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor: mharris@firstpreshc.org
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor: sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries: mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woody Collins, Church Sexton: sexton@firstpreshc.org

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we
can continue to give. Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of June 10, 2021
Actual Expenses as of June 10, 2021
Total

$365,938.61
374,795.71
($8,857.10)

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 6.5 days ahead/(behind).

ANOTHER WAY TO GIVE!
Do you shop on Amazon? Then hop over to Amazonsmile and choose First
Presbyterian as your charity and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to First Presbyterian!
Same company, same prices, same service, just with a benefit!
1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Choose “The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County” as your charity.
Be sure to use “The” to find the church’s name in their list.
4. Now, whenever you want to shop on Amazon, go to Amazonsmile.com,
not Amazon.com and make sure you see “The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County” at the top where it says SUPPORTING!

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.
CLICK HERE for CHURCH BUILDING UPDATES
The Church Office and Building are closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
OUR CHURCH AND CORONAVIRUS – WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY
See the extra insert with a letter from Morton and Sue about the current plan for
resuming in-person worship. It was also emailed to the congregation on Thursday,
June 3 and included in the Weekly Email on Friday, June 4. You can also view it on
the church’s website.

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR!
 Wear a face mask when out and about
 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart
 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water
 Use hand sanitizer
 Stay home IF:
 you don’t feel well
 you have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19
 you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks
 Get a flu shot
 Get the vaccine – CLICK HERE for more information!
CDC GUIDANCE IF YOU ARE FULLY VACCINATED
CLICK HERE for the new CDC guidance if you've been fully vaccinated.

Ordination and Installation
of Ruling Elders & Deacons
Sunday, June 13, 2021
Elders
Class of 2024
To be ordained and installed:
Bruce
Francois
Lynne
Sara
To be installed:
Nan
Debbie
Class of 2023
To be installed:
Louisa
Class of 2022
To be ordained and installed:
Anne, Youth Elder

Deacons
Class of 2024
To be ordained and installed:
Jowin
Kevin
Patti
To be installed:
Louise
Janet
Class of 2022
To be ordained and installed:
Jean, Youth Deacon

Constitutional Questions to Officers
The minister shall ask those preparing to be ordained or installed to stand
before the congregation and to answer the following questions:
a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and
Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit?
b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the
Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church
universal, and God’s Word to you?
c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed
faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable
expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be
instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?
d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the
authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?
e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its
discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working
with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?
f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world?
g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?
h. Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence,
imagination, and love?
i. (For Ruling Elder) Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the
people, providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in
government and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your
ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
j. (For Deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern,
and directing the people’s help to the friendless and those in need, and in
your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

Constitutional Questions to Congregation
The ruling elders- and deacons-elect having answered in the affirmative, a
ruling elder shall stand with them before the congregation and shall ask the
congregation to answer the following questions:
a. Do we, the members of the church, accept (names) as ruling elders or
deacons, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in
the way of Jesus Christ?
b. Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their
decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is
Head of the Church?

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
10:00 a.m. Worship – Livestream Only
FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE
www.firstpreshc.org
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Sunday, June 13th
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ORDINATION & INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS AT 10:00 A.M.
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE | JUNE IS PRIDE MONTH
9:00 a.m. Outdoor In-person Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
10:00 a.m. Worship – Livestream-only
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom
Tuesday, June 15th
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting
Wednesday, June 16th
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE FOR JUNE 20 & 27
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Study Group via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry on the front lawn
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Study Group via Zoom
9:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 17th
Facebook Live: Evening Prayer with Pastors

Friday, June 18th
BULLETINS PRINTED
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
Sunday, June 20th
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE | JUNE IS PRIDE MONTH
9:00 a.m. Outdoor In-person Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
10:00 a.m. Worship – Livestream-only
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for the September 2021 Issue 7.

