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WELCOME TO SUMMERTIME WORSHIP! 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 20, 2021 

9:00 a.m. Outdoor Service  

 

GATHER 
We gather on the Front Lawn, our Summertime Sanctuary. 

Please wear a mask, and observe physical distance. 
Take a breath, wave to your neighbor, and let’s worship God! 

Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

The realm of God is springing to life. 
 See, everything is becoming new! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for the Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Saving God, 
you enter the flood and storm of chaos and confusion. 
Speak peace to our fearful hearts 
that we may find our faith 
in the one whose words brings rest to all creation, 
Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend and savior, 
the lord of wind and wave. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Hymn to Joy 

(As we listen to the hymn, read the words, or perhaps hum softly.) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Living God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
against one another, 
and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
When antagonists confront us, 
we trust in our own defenses. 
When we are gripped with fear, 
we look elsewhere for help. 
When storms surround us, 
we forget that you are with us. 
Forgive us, God of grace. 
Teach us to trust that you alone  
can deliver us from death to life;  
through Jesus Christ. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.) 
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ENCOUNTER 
A Chime calls us to listen. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Scripture Lesson:  Mark 4:35-41 

35On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other 
side.” 36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he 
was. Other boats were with him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the 
boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on 
the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?” 39He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you 
afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41And they were filled with great awe and said to one 
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Thoughts on the Lesson The Storm Passing Morton Harris 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Book of Order, Directory for Worship W-1.0102 

God acts with grace;  
we respond with gratitude. 
God claims us as beloved children;  
we proclaim God’s saving love. 
God redeems us from sin and death;  
we rejoice in the gift of new life. 
This rhythm of divine action and human response -  
found throughout Scripture, human history,  
and everyday events –  
shapes all of Christian faith life and worship. 
Thanks be to God! 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

We pray to you, O God: 
Hear our prayers. 

 The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 653, verse 1, 5, 6  Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries Morning Song 

(Psalm 107) 

(As we listen to the hymn, read the words, or perhaps hum softly.) 
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 Sending Responses 

This is the good news: 
Christ has risen and the Spirit is with us! 

This is our story: 
In life and in death we belong to God. 

This is our new commandment: 
To love one another as Christ loves us. 

This is our calling: 
To pray and work for the justice and joy of God’s realm. 

* Benediction 

* Postlude 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or to 
arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact them 
directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR SUMMERTIME WORSHIP. We gather on the Front Lawn, which is our Summertime 
Sanctuary. Please bring and wear a mask, and observe physical distance. The Park and Ride provides the 
most convenient parking. Please don’t park on the street or next to the walkway. Remember to bring a 
chair or blanket. There will be self-serve church chairs available as well. Paper bulletins will be available. 
After worship we invite you to linger for Lemonade on the Lawn.  
In case of bad weather please check the church website before you come! Information will be posted by 
8:00 a.m. if the service has been cancelled. 
The Brood X Cicada family is in town. We are past the peak and the numbers have diminished. The ones 
left still love to sing and fly around! “All nature sings and round me rings the music of the spheres!” 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

