THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 15, 2021

10:00 a.m. Summer Worship [EST]

GATHER

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

This worship service is being livestreamed.

For Meditation before Worshigfor personal use before worship)

Enrich, Lord, heart, hands, mouth in me
with faith, with hope and charity,
that I may run, rise, rest in Thee.
George Herbert

GatheringMusic

(pre-recorded music welcomes our online congregation)

Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

Prelude | Come With Joy Robert Train Adams

Greeting

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Lighting the Christ Candle

Our souls sing out to God.
How can we be silent? We will give thanks forever

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christis the light of the world and the center of our lives.



Prayerfor Sunday Morning

May God be with you.
And also with you.

You created the day and the night, O God.

O Lord, you set the sun and the moon in their places;
You set the limits of the earth;

You made summer and winter.

You are our God

and we are the people of your pasture,

the sheep of your hand.

We offer you worship,

and we open our lives to be shaped by your voice.
Amen.

* Hymn17 Sing Praise to God, You Heavens! Wie Lieblich Ist Der Maien

(see next page for hymn)



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

Sing Praise to God, You Heavens! 17
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(Psalm 148)
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I Sing praise to God, you heav-ens! Sing praise, each shin-ing light!
2 Sing praise, O earth, sing prais-es! Sing prais-es, hill and plain,
3 Sing prais-es, all  you crea-turesin  whom God takes de-light:
4 Sing prais-es now, God's peo - ple; your gift of speech em-ploy
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Sing, plan - ets in  your or - bits; sing, stars all burn-ing bright!
you moun-tains thrust-ing sky - ward, you val - leys ripe with grain!
vou whales that roam the o - ceans, you ea - gles in your flight!
to praise the Lord, your Mak-er,  with thank-ful-ness and joy!
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Sing praise, you winds and
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tem-pests, you driv-ing rain and snow!
Sing praise, each fra - grant flow - er; your fair-est hues dis - play.

Sing praise, you sheep on  hill - sides, you cat-tle in the stall!
Sing with the whole cre - a - tion; a cos-mic cho-rus raise:
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Sing, clouds that race and bil - low and shad-ow earth be - low!
Sing  praise, you treesof  au-tumn in glow-ing, glad ar - ray!
Though word - less, sing your prais-es to  God who made you all!
“To God a-lonebe glo-ry and ev - er- last - ing praise!”
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I'his paraphrase of Psalm 148 reflects the spirit of praise linking Psalms l4b—|50 Ot lhc two great themes
found in these final five p‘.almfr—cmnunn and deliverance—this psalm focuses on the former. The opening
praise “from the heavens” is matched by praise “from the earth.”

TEXT: Herman G, Stuempfle Je, 1998
MUISKC: Jobann Sseurlein, 1575
Joxt © 2006 CIA Publications, Inc

WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.

Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.

Holy God,

you love us, you care for us,

and you lead us day by day.

But we have not followed you.

We have not loved you

with our whole heart and mind and strength.
And we have not loved our neighbors.
Forgive us by your grace.

Help us to walk in your way,

that we may see the world as you do,
and love it with your love;

for Jesus sake.

(Wepause forquiet, personal praye)

Assurance of Grace



* Response of Praise 658honaandversel

(singing together)

THAMKSGIVING
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Mungu ni mwema

Know That God is Goddungu Ni Mwema

Know That God Is Good
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Fhis engoging song from central Africa s based on an affirmation that recurs in numerous psalms (34:8; 73:1;
100:5; 135:3; 145:9) as well as several other books of the Hebrew Scriptures. Both the brief text (in English,
Hebrew, and Shona) and the musical parts are casily learned.

TEXT Democratic Republic of Congo

MUSIC: Democratic Republic of Congos are, Edo Bumba, 1997

Music A, © Fdlo Bumim

MUNGU NI MWIEMA
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* Sharingthe Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home,rget each other by sending a text,
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube)

* Response of Praise 659erse 2
(singing together)

Know That God is Goddungu Ni Mwema
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ENCOUNTER

Prayer for lllumination
First LessonPsalm 11

L1n the Lorp | take refuge; how can you say to me,
“Flee like a bird to the mountains;
2for look, the wicked bend the bow,
they have fitted their arrow to the string,
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart.
31f the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?”
4The LorD is in his holy temple;
the LorD’s throne is in heaven.
His eyes behold, his gaze examines humankind.
5The LorD tests the righteous and the wicked,
and his soul hates the lover of violence.
60n the wicked he will rain coals of fire and sulfur;
a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup.
"For the LORD is righteous;
he loves righteous deeds;
the upright shall behold his face.

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be tdGod.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory foreverAmen.



Second_esson Judges 4:1-10

4 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lorp, after Ehud died.

250 the LorD sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3Then the Israelites
cried out to the LorD for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed
the Israelites cruelly twenty years.

4 At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. ®She used to sit
under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and
the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak son of
Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lorb, the God of Israel, commands
you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali
and the tribe of Zebulun. 71 will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you
by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and | will give him into your hand.””
8Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, | will go; but if you will not go with me, | will not
go.” 9And she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless, the road on which you are
going will not lead to your glory, for the LorD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.”
Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. 1°Barak summoned Zebulun and
Naphtali to Kedesh; and ten thousand warriors went up behind him; and Deborah went up
with him.

For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!

Thoughts on the Lesson | Have a Job for You: Deborah and Barak Morton Harris
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)



RESPOND AND SERVE

* Affirmation of FaithSaying Yes from the lona Abbey Worship Book
(together)

With the whole church

We affirm thatwe aremadéf y D2 RQ& A Yl 3S:Z
befriended by Christ,

empowered by the Spirit.

With people everywhere
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planted more deeply than all that is wrong.

With all creation

We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life;

the unfolding purposes of God,

forever at work in ourselves and the world.

Thanks be to God!

* Hymn 751 verses 12,5  From the Nets of Our Labor / We Will Rise Up and Follow Hamilton

(see next page for hymn)



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

From the Nets of Our Labor
We Will Rise Up and Follow

/51
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1 From the nets of our la - bors, through the noise and con -
2 When we faint and grow wea-ry from the bear-ing of
3 In the eyes of the strang-er— tear - ful, joy-ous, or
4 When we hear words of ha - tred spread-ing fear or false
5 In  each mo-ment of cour-age, stead - fast  e-ven through
6 Like dis - d - ples be - fore us, from the cit -y or
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fu - sion, from the ¢t - vy or sea - shore,
bur - dens, with a mes - sage  of com - fort,
fright - ened— in the face of each neigh - bor,
wil - ness, words that cry to be chal - lenged,
trem - bling; in  the yearn-ing for jus - tice,
sea - shore, risk - ing self - less com - pas - sion:
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guide us, as we an-swer the call

This text effectively evokes the call of the disciples who were fishermen (Matthew 4:18-22/ Mark 1:16-20/
Luke 5:1-11), while also describing the circumstances of our daily lives through which Jesus continues to
summon us to be responsive to the needs and challenges of our own day.

TEXT: Mary Louise Brirgle, 2004
MUSIC: Johin R, Klesnheksel Sr, 2004
Tt and Mussic 10 2006 GIA Publications, fnc
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Concerns and Remembrances

Prayers ofGratitude and Concern

We pray to you, O God:
Hear our prayer.

Concluding Prayeftogether)

Living God, by your power you create us

and by your steadfast love

you reconcile us to each other and to you.
Guide and strengthen us, and give us hope and courage
so that we may serve your world in love and peace.

Amen.

The Offering

Offertory
* Doxology 328singing together) Praise God, AlIl You
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Praise God, all you na - tons. Peo-ple of God, sing praise!
Da na-s! Da na - se! Da On-ya-me a - se!
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Praise God, all you na - tions. Peo-ple of God, sing praise:
Da na - s! Da na - sel Da On-ya-me a - se!
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God's  love is great and en-dures for - ev - ern
Ef - ia - se 0 - ye na n'a-do - ¢ do-e¢ so.
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Praise God, all you na tions. Peo-ple of God, sing praise!
Da na -se! Da na - se! Da On-ya-me a - sel
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

Creating God, how manifold are your works!
You open your hand with generosity and love
and our lives are filled with good things!

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.)

SEND AND BLESS

This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn Sent by the Lord am | Enviado

an-gels can-not change a word of hurt and pain  in - to a world of love, of
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jus-tice and of peace. The task is mine to do, to set itrea-ly free.  Oh,
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help me to o - bey: help me to do your will

* SendingResponses
In work and in worship
God is with us.

Gathered and scattered
God is with us.

Now and always
God is with us, thanks be to God.
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* Benediction

* Postlude Plein Jeu a la Couperin Gordon Young

[

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staffof personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.

Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.ordor more info.

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSEH #2246. All rights reserved.

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license
#A-712246. All rights reserved.

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
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http://www.firstpreshc.org/
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The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
[ We are an Earth Care Congregation [

Inspirit Counseling ServicasFirst Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk ~ 410-433-8861 x115
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