THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion
September 5, 2021
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship [EST]

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
This worship service is being livestreamed.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Just as this broken bread was first scattered upon the hills,
then was gathered and became one,
so may your church be gathered from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom.
The Didache, 2nd century

Gathering Music
(pre-recorded music welcomes our online congregation)
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

Prelude

Chant de Paix

Jean Langlais

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
For the stranger and the guest, the Lord prepares a table.
Every child of God is welcome to share this feast of grace.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
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Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
God of glory,
at your command the thundering skies fall silent
and the hills sing out with joy.
Open our hearts to your Word
and open our lips to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
in whose holy name we gather, we worship, we pray.
Amen.
* Hymn 410

God Is Calling through the Whisper
(see hymn on next page)
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W Żłobie Leży
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Holy God,
you love us, you care for us,
and you lead us day by day.
But we have not followed you.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
And we have not loved our neighbors.
Forgive us by your grace.
Help us to walk in your way,
that we may see the world as you do,
and love it with your love;
for Jesus sake.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise (singing together)

Friedman Alleluia

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube)
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* Response 750 (singing together)

Goodness Is Stronger than Evil

Words of Welcome
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ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Psalm 146
1 Praise

the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
3 Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God,
6 who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
9 The LORD watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD!
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
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Second Lesson: Mark 10:46-52
46 They

came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” 48 Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more
loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”
And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.”
50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him,
“What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me
see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he
regained his sight and followed him on the way.
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
Thoughts on the Lesson

I Have a Job for You: Bartimaeus

Morton Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

A Modern Affirmation
(National Council of Churches, 1992)

We believe in God, who is like a good mother or father,
near to us, and strong to help us.
We believe in Jesus Christ, in whom we see God:
Christ is for us the way of truth and life.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose life is in us,
giving us new life and healing strength for our spirits.
We believe our faith is a confident trust
in the truth and goodness of God.
We believe our hope is a hope
to fill the present and the future, with deepest meaning.
We believe our love is the means
by which this faith will be made real in our lives.
Glory to God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
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* Hymn 724

O Jesus, I Have Promised
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Angel’s Story

Concerns and Remembrances
The Offering

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
Those worshipping in the Sanctuary will share communion by coming forward down the center aisle to one
of two stations at the front of the Sanctuary.
Each station will have gluten free bread and both wine and juice, so you may share communion at any
station. You may come to a station by family/friend group and take communion together.
Pause for a moment and stand at the station to receive communion.
The server will place the bread in your hand. You will pick up the small cup of wine or juice from the tray.
Lower your mask and eat the bread and drink the cup while standing at the station. Then return to your seat
by the side aisle. We have all the time we need.

Invitation to the Table
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
May God be with you.
And also with you.
People of God, open your hearts.
We open them to God and one another.
Let us give thanks to the living God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
[The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:]

God in heaven, your name is to be honored.
May your new community of hope be realized
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today the essentials of life.
Release us from our wrongdoing
as we also release those who wrong us.
Do not test us beyond our enduring;
save us from all that is evil.
For you embrace justice, love and peace,
now and to the end of time.
Amen.
Breaking the Bread
Communion of the People
We share the bread and the cup around the table
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary.

Music at Communion
Prayer After Communion
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Song After Communion 544

Bless the Lord

Taizé

SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 742

We Will Walk with God

Sizohamba naye

(see hymn on next page)

* Sending Responses
In work and in worship
God is with us.
Gathered and scattered
God is with us.
Now and always
God is with us, thanks be to God.
* Benediction
* Postlude

Prelude in C Major, BWV 553
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JS Bach
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All
rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
mharris@firstpreshc.org
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
sexton@firstpreshc.org
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115

12

