WELCOME TO SUMMERTIME WORSHIP!
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion
September 5, 2021
9:00 a.m. Outdoor Service

GATHER
We gather on the Front Lawn, our Summertime Sanctuary.
Please wear a mask, and observe physical distance.
Take a breath, wave to your neighbor, and let’s worship God!
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

Prelude
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
For the stranger and the guest, the Lord prepares a table.
Every child of God is welcome to share this feast of grace.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prayer for the Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
God of glory,
at your command the thundering skies fall silent
and the hills sing out with joy.
Open our hearts to your Word
and open our lips to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
in whose holy name we gather, we worship, we pray.
Amen.
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* Hymn 410

God Is Calling through the Whisper
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W Żłobie Leży

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Holy God,
you love us, you care for us,
and you lead us day by day.
But we have not followed you.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
And we have not loved our neighbors.
Forgive us by your grace.
Help us to walk in your way,
that we may see the world as you do,
and love it with your love;
for Jesus sake. Amen.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.)
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ENCOUNTER
A Chime calls us to listen.

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Lesson: Mark 10:46-52
46 They

came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” 48 Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more
loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”
And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.”
50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him,
“What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me
see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he
regained his sight and followed him on the way.
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
Thoughts on the Lesson

I Have a Job for You: Bartimaeus

Morton Harris

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith/Saying Yes (together)

The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional)

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Offering
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The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
May God be with you.
And also with you.
People of God, open your hearts.
We open them to God and one another.
Let us give thanks to the living God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
[The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:]

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Breaking the Bread
Communion of the People
The Co-Pastors will serve you in your seat.
They will place the bread in your hand.
You may take the small cup of wine or juice from the tray.
As we share communion we will sing together.

Communion Hymn 724

O Jesus, I Have Promised
(see next page for hymn)
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Angel’s Story

Prayer After Communion
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SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 742

We Will Walk with God
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Sizonhamba Naye

* Sending Responses
In work and in worship
God is with us.
Gathered and scattered
God is with us.
Now and always
God is with us, thanks be to God.
* Benediction
* Postlude



9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR SUMMERTIME WORSHIP. We gather on the Front Lawn, which is our Summertime
Sanctuary. Please bring and wear a mask, and observe physical distance. The Park and Ride provides the most
convenient parking. Please don’t park on the street or next to the walkway. Remember to bring a chair or blanket.
There will be self-serve church chairs available as well. Paper bulletins will be available. After worship we invite
you to linger for Lemonade on the Lawn.
In case of bad weather please check the church website before you come! Information will be posted by 8:00 a.m.
if the service has been cancelled.
This is the last week for the 9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR SUMMERTIME WORSHIP.
Starting next Sunday, September 12 the worship schedule will be as follows:
8:30 a.m.
Worship Service - In-person only
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School for children & adults
10:30 a.m.
Worship - In-person & Livestream from the Sanctuary
Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links for more info.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All
rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.



The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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