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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Baptism 
September 19, 2021 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed. 
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 

And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Never look down before taking your next step; only those who keep their eyes fixed on the next 
horizon will find the right road. 

  Dag Hammarskjold 

 Prelude Jesus, Joy of Man’s Desiring JS Bach 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

The world belongs to God 
The earth and all its people. 

How good it is, how wonderful 
To live together in unity. 

Love and faith come together; 
Justice and peace join hands 

If Christ’s disciples keep silent, 
These beams would shout aloud! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

O Christ our teacher and guide, 
you draw us to yourself 
and welcome us as beloved children. 
Help us to lay aside our envy and selfish ambition, 
that we may walk in your way of wisdom and understanding 
as servants of your peace. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 643 Now Thank We All Our God Nun Danket Alle Gott 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Source of all life, 
we desire what we do not need 
and corrupt our relationships with envy. 
Where we might bring reconciliation, we create conflict. 
Where you call us to give, we take. 
Where your presence beckons, we resist. 
Forgive us. Heal us. Stir us up. 
Reform us to be a church powered by love, 
willing to speak for what is right, 
act for what is just, 
and seek the healing of your whole creation. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 586 (singing together) Alleluia7/Taizé 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Response of Praise (singing together) Mayenziwe/Your Will Be Done 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 The Sacrament of Baptism 

 Esme Virginia, daughter of Maggie and Derek  

* Hymn 486 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise Kingdom 
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 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 1 

1Happy are those 
who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 
or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and on his law they meditate day and night. 
3They are like trees 
planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 
and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. 
4The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Presentation of Bibles to Second Graders 

(During this presentation children will not be visible on the livestream.) 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Mark 9:30-37 

30They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 
it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise 
again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What 
were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said 
to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took 
a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37”Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Welcome the One Who Sends Us Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead and buried;  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body;  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Eternal God, 
you call us to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with courage, 
not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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 Anthem Cantate Hodie Mary Lynn Lightfoot 

 The Offering 

* Doxology 607 (singing together) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 727 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant The Servant Song 

 



12 

 

* Closing Responses 

God to enfold us, 
God to surround us. 

God in our sleeping, 
God in our waking. 

God in our watching, 
God in our hoping. 

God on our lips, 
God in our lives. 

* Benediction 

* Response  A Place at the Table (refrain) 

 Postlude Festival Trumpet Tune David German 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/
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Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 


