THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
October 24, 2021
8:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
This worship service is being livestreamed.
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
We are called on not to mirror but to challenge culture, not to sustain but to upend the status quo, and if that
to some sounds overly bold, isn’t it true that God is always beckoning us toward horizons we aren’t sure we
want to reach?
William Sloane Coffin

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
This day is God’s day:
A day in which we cease our work,
so that God can do God’s work in us.
This time is God’s time:
Time to live the truth that we are not our own,
but that we belong to God.
This space is God’s space:
Space to encounter the Spirit,
at work within us, among us and around us.
We are God’s people:
And we gather together
on God’s day, with God’s time, in God’s space.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
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Prelude
Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
God of servant rule,
your kingdom breaks our tangled webs
where state and church collude
to worship power and trade on fear:
grant us the wit and will
to give you what is your own,
no more nor less
than all the world and time;
through Jesus Christ, whose kingdom comes.
Amen.
* Hymn 327

From All That Dwell Below the Skies
(see pages 3 & 4 for the hymn)
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Lasst Uns Erfreuen
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Eternal God,
we confess that we have failed to seek your will.
We want you to do whatever we ask of you,
but are unwilling to do what you ask of us.
You make us stewards of a wondrous, bountiful world;
we call it our own and misuse it.
You give us laws to enhance our life;
we see them as burdens that bind us.
You call us to be people of peace;
we grasp the security of competition and conflict.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Save us from ourselves.
Give us the courage and humility to trust in you alone;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)
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Assurance of Grace
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.)

* Response (singing together)

Let There Be Love and Understanding

Let there be love
and understanding among us,
Let peace and friendship
be our shelter from the storm.
Words of Welcome

ENCOUNTER
A Chime calls us to listen.

Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-9
7 For

thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9 With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Lesson: Mark 12:13-17
13 Then

they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he
said. 14 And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and show
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality, but teach the way of
God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? 15 Should
we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why are
you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see it.” 16 And they brought
one. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The
emperor’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were utterly amazed at him.
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

The People Are the Lord’s

Sue Lowcock Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith
Based on Psalm 1, John 7:37-38, and the life motto of John Calvin
How blessed by God we are!
Therefore, we strive not to follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers.
Instead, we strive to delight in the way of the Holy One,
and on God’s rule of life we will meditate day and night.
We will be like trees,
planted by streams of water which yield fruit in its season,
and our leaves will not wither.
Out of our hearts will flow rivers of living water,
quenching the thirst of the world.
We pray that all we do, we will do for the glory of God.
We offer God our hearts, freely and sincerely.
A Word about Giving

“Delight in the Lord’s Roots and Streams”

The Offering
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Becky Torrance

Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
God of compassion,
Hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 370

This Is My Father’s World
(see next page for hymn)
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Terra Beata
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* Sending Responses
Faithful God, lead us,
that we may stand firm in faith for justice and for peace.
Teach us love. Teach us compassion.
Above all, O God, out of love and compassion,
teach us to act.
* Benediction
Postlude


Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All
rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer
request; or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please
contact them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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