THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Reformation Sunday
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
October 31, 2021
8:30 a.m. In-person Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Please wear a mask and observe physical distance.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Follow the light you have and pray for more light.
George MacLeod

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Way beyond all journeying,
Truth behind all mystery,
Life within all living:
We praise you!
Mender of every brokenness,
Midwife of a better future:
We praise you!
Maker, redeemer, confessor, companion,
befriender, inspirer, God beyond all names:
We praise you!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

Credo
Evelyn Mogren, trombone
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Jacob Arcadelt

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn 624

I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art
(see next page for hymn)
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Toulon
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
God of all times and places,
you promise to be on every path and in every step.
But we forget that you are with us.
We struggle to trust you,
and we forget your gifts and promises to us.
When your path leads to change, we hesitate.
When your message comes through the voice of a stranger,
we ignore it.
When you call us to wonder, imagine and renew, we worry.
When you ask us to grow wider, deeper or more flexible,
we are afraid.
Forgive us, O God. Renew us.
Touch our hearts so we never forget that we are your people.
For you are the one who always makes all things new.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
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* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.)

* Response 750 (singing together)

Goodness Is Stronger than Evil

Words of Welcome
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ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:1-9

6 Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the LORD your
God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and
occupy, 2 so that you and your children and your children’s children may fear the LORD your
God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am
commanding you, so that your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe
them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a
land flowing with milk and honey, as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised
you.
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 6 Keep these words that I am
commanding you today in your heart. 7 Recite them to your children and talk about them
when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you
rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9 and
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Second Lesson: Mark 12:28-34
28 One

of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing
that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of
all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is
one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 Then the
scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides
him there is no other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding,
and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more
important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”
After that no one dared to ask him any question.
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Doorposts and Children
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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Sue Lowcock Harris

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of for Reformation Sunday
What is our Chief End?
Our Chief End is to glorify God and enjoy God forever!
(The Shorter Catechism, 1647)

We confess and acknowledge one God alone,
to whom alone we must cleave,
whom alone we must serve,
whom only we must worship,
and in whom we put our trust.
Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable,
incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible.
(The Scots Confession, 1560)

What is your only comfort in life and in death?
That I am not my own, but belong –
body and soul, in life and in death –
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.
Because I belong to him,
Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready
from now on to live for him.
(The Heidelberg Catechism, 1563)

In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
who alone we worship and serve.
(A Brief Statement of Faith, 1983)
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A Word about Giving

“Gratitude Is the Attitude”

Bruce Leipold

The Offering
The Tree of Life
Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
God of life,
Hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 694

Great God of Every Blessing
(see hymn on page 9)

* Sending Responses
Faithful God, lead us,
that we may stand firm in faith for justice and for peace.
Teach us love. Teach us compassion.
Above all, O God, out of love and compassion,
teach us to act.
* Benediction
Postlude
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Aurelia

9

Worship Notes:
The Opening Sentences as we light the Christ Candle are adapted from Morning Liturgy B, in A Wee Worship Book,
Fifth Incarnation, by the Wild Goose Resource Group.
The Prayer of the Day is a prayer with a long history. It appears first as a Latin prayer in the 11th century, and then
in English in the 14th century contemplative book The Cloud of Unknowing. In 1549 Thomas Cranmer, the
Archbishop of Canterbury for a newly formed Anglican Church, translated it and included it in the First Prayer Book
of Edward VI (1549). This prayer carried over, unchanged, into the Book of Common Prayer (1662.) From there, this
prayer found its way into the worship books of all English-speaking congregations: Presbyterian, Lutheran,
Methodist
The Concluding Prayer in today’s Prayers of Gratitude and Concern (10:30) is a reworking of The Prayer for the Iona
Community, prayed by members of the Community, published in the Community’s Prayer Book.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All
rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer
request; or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please
contact them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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