THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Commitment | Thank and Tell Sunday
November 14, 2021
8:30 a.m. In-person Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Please wear a mask and observe physical distance.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
However many blessings we expect from God,
God’s infinite liberality will always exceed all our wishes and our thoughts.
John Calvin

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Hear, O Israel; listen, O church:
The Holy One, the Name Unnamed, is God.
The Lord is our God, the one who is making all things new.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

We Gather Together

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Ever-living God of wonder and grace,
your greatness is unsearchable.
You give life and breath to your whole creation
and you watch over those you love.
Strengthen us in every good work,
and keep us in your care,
so that our days may be long
to praise your name.
Amen.
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Thomas Keesecker

* Hymn 650

O Beauty Ever Ancient
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Ancient Beauty

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Eternal God, in every age
you have raised up people to live and die in faith.
We confess that we struggle to be faithful.
We have ignored your presence.
We have not always treated others
as we would want them to treat us.
We have not always called out injustice and abuse.
We have not always taken care of the world
we share with other living creatures.
We do not give our all.
Forgive us again, O God. Give us your grace.
You have been with us in exile and liberation;
be with us now.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.)
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* Response of Praise 327, verse 1 (singing together)

Words of Welcome
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From All That Dwell Below the Skies

ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: 1 Kings 17:8-16
8 Then

the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to
Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out
and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there
gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may
drink.” 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of
bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only
a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so
that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”
13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little
cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son.
14 For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug
of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did
as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of
meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that
he spoke by Elijah.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Second Lesson: Mark 12:38-44
38 As

he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the
synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the
sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”
41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the
treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

The Best Seat in the Church
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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Morton Harris

RESPOND AND SERVE
* An Affirmation for Response Season (together)
Adapted from A Declaration of Faith (chapter 9) and The Book of Order (W-5.5005)

We are called to discipleship.
Christ gives us and demands of us
personal lives that are centered in God
and open to God’s reality and rule.
Christ teaches us to put obedience to God
above the interests of self, family, race or nation;
to offer God joyously, and fearlessly
our money, ability and time.
Christ teaches us to go beyond legal requirements
in serving and helping our neighbor,
to treat our neighbor’s needs as our own,
to care passionately for the other’s good,
to share what we have.
We who follow the discipline of Christian stewardship
are called to lives of simplicity, generosity, honesty,
hospitality, compassion, receptivity
and concern for the earth and God’s creatures.

* Hymn 36

For the Fruit of All Creation
(see hymn on next page)
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A Word about Giving

“The Spirit of the Gift…is what God sees first”

Brett Sivo

The Offering
Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
God of unfailing light,
Hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 716

God Whose Giving Knows No Ending

Beach Spring

(see hymn on next page)

* Sending Responses
On our heads and our houses,
The blessing of God.
In our coming and going
The peace of God.
In our life and believing
The love of God.
At our end and new beginning
The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home.
* Benediction
Postlude

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
and Now Thank We All Our God
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Program Staff Cell Phone Numbers
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-3768
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-4305
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator, 410-292-3400
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries, 443-741-2897
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact them
directly via email or on their cell phone.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.
All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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