
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
November 21, 2021 

TODAY 

8:30 a.m. EARLY SERVICE in the Sanctuary 
Please wear a mask and sit every other pew. Hymnals and Bibles are available 
in the book racks in the Upper Commons. Following worship, please place 
these books on the Resting Table near the elevator. 

10:30 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)  
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. We ask 
those in the Sanctuary to continue to wear a mask and sit every other pew. 
Hymnals and Bibles are available in the book racks in the Upper Commons. 
Following worship, please place these books on the Resting Table near the 
elevator. This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet, and you 
may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

FOR OUR 10:30 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION 
The link will open around 10:20 a.m. 
Here’s a few ideas about how to make a home worship space. Include a candle 
and matchstick, so you can light the Christ Candle in your house. The current 
liturgical color is GREEN, so find some green or rainbow cloth, or a green plant. 
Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can join in the liturgy at home. You can 
find the week’s materials on the church’s website:  www.firstpreshc.org 

11:30 a.m. DISCIPLESHIP HOUR  
Bingo is Back!  TODAY Sunday, November 21st at 11:30 a.m. 

Join us in Lyle Buck Hall for Bingo! As always we’ll have amazing prizes to 
choose from and lots of laughs. To stay Covid-safe, food will not be served at 
this indoor event. 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Barb and Sarah Reinhardt 
in memory of our parents/grandparents, Norene & Peter Linder; and by Paul and 
Louise Eyes in loving memory of Doris Eyes. 

REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis 
to remember those who have died from this virus. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:   
Liturgist:  Akua (10:30) 
Percussion:  Jeff  
Ushers & Greeters:  Sarah (8:30); Margot, Nancy (10:30) 
Tech Crew:  Jean Robert, Evelyn, Mark (8:30) 
  Laura, Tracy, Jonathan (10:30) 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return 
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 

 

 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
Please pray for:  Virgie, Burta, Dave, Nathan James, Dylan, Natalie and Jeff, Paula, 
Blessing and Obinna, Mil, Rose, Evelyn and Stacy and Family, Doris, Maria, Pat Sith, 
Barb, Ruthie and Family, Shirley; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, 
Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have tested 
positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and essential employees working during 
Covid-19 pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa 
Presbiterio in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19.  
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak. 
Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb  
Friends & Family:  John’s son’s partner, Heather; Myrna, Evan, Joyce, Rosalie and 
George, Al, Jane, Aaron, Sarah, Frank, Eyler, Matt, Erika, Charles. 
Recovering from surgery:  Craig, Ilene, Shirley, Pat  
Care Center:  Carol, Paul, Barbara, Bob, Beth  
Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Susan, Ethan, Henry and Sophie, in the 
death of their husband and father, Daniel, on November 13, 2021. 
May the peace of Christ be with Cheryl, Mike, Mandy, Rebecca and Jeremy, in the 
death of their daughter and sister, Kathryn (Kati), on November 15, 2021. 
Bereaved:  Bruce, Mike; Mispa, Jowin, Kelcey and Christopher, Mike and Cheryl, 
Jackie, Doria, Rhydeil, Betsy  
Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball;  
Leslie Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel 

Please contact one of the Pastors:  Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,  
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
C.S. Lewis (November 29, 1898 – November 22, 1963) was born and grew up in 
Belfast. In 1916 he went to Oxford University, but his studies were interrupted by 
the outbreak of the First World War. Returning to Oxford after the war, he 
completed his education and went on to teach English Literature there until 1954. 
He then moved to Cambridge University where he held the Medieval and 
Renaissance Chair of English until his death in 1963. During his teen years he had 
abandoned the Christianity of his upbringing, declaring himself an agnostic. After 
the War, at Oxford, he became friends with JRR Tolkien, whom Lewis credits with 
bringing him back to Christian faith. In 1931 he joined the Church of England. He 
went on to become one of the most influential Christian writers of the 20th 
century. As an author, his science fiction trilogy, Out of the Silent Planet, and his 
seven books for children under the title The Chronicles of Narnia are all 
characterized by Christian allegory and ethics. His Mere Christianity, based on 
radio talks during the Second World War, and his The Screwtape Letters are the 
most notable and popular of his direct Christian output. Many of his books remain 
on best seller lists. His autobiography Surprised by Joy and the notable film 
Shadowlands reveal more of this sensitive man with a love of life and the 
adventure of Christianity. 

We also remember:  November 19, 1863, four and a half months after the Battle 
of Gettysburg, at the dedication of a burial ground for Union soldiers, President 
Abraham Lincoln brought brief remarks. It lasted two minutes. In it, Lincoln 
redefined the Civil War as a struggle for the principle of human equality. 
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GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
(CONTINUED) 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, 
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for East Timor (Timor Leste), Indonesia, Philippines. 
We pray for: 

 The vital witness of churches in this region; 

 Victims of violence, torture, drug and human trafficking, and human 
rights violations, that those responsible might be held accountable; 

 All those affected by earthquakes, tsunamis and other natural disasters, 
and for the rebuilding of communities afterwards. 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Trinity Church in Baltimore City – Gregory Barrett, Pastor 
 Woods Church in Severna Park – Susan DeWyngaerdt, Pastor; 

 Nancy Lincoln Reynolds and Jacob Snowdon, Associate Pastors 

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS 

NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES 
Christmas Choir! 
Choir has begun preparations for Christmas! Please consider singing with us!  
No experience necessary. 

 Rehearsals:  Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 No rehearsal on Thursday, November 25 

 Please wear your mask & be fully vaccinated to participate. 
Contact Matt in the Music Office (mmay@firstpreshc.org) for more information 
and/or to participate. 

Carol Of The Bells! 
Bell Choir has begun preparations for Christmas! Please consider ringing with us! 
No experience necessary. 

 Rehearsals:  Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 No rehearsal on Wednesday, November 24 

 Please wear your mask & be fully vaccinated to participate. 
Contact Matt in the Music Office (mmay@firstpreshc.org) for more information 
and/or to participate. 

FACEBOOK and YOUTUBE GREETER NEEDED  
We are looking for people to chat and record prayer requests listed on Facebook 
and YouTube during Sunday morning worship. Contact Pastor Sue, 
sharris@firstpreshc.org, if interested. 

AVAILABLE DATES FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
Thank you to everyone who donated flowers in 2021 all slots have been filled! Start 
thinking about 2022! Go to http://firstpreshc.org/sanctuary-flowers to sign up for 
flowers in 2022.  
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FACEBOOK LIVE:  EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS 
Thursdays at 9:30 p.m. – we will not meet on Thursday, November 25 
Fifteen-ish minutes of quiet and peace, cultivating our awareness of God's 
presence as we end the day. 
You do not need to have a Facebook account to join in – use the link (big blue F) 
on the front page of the church website and come join us! 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

There is no Sunday School NEXT Sunday, November 28.  
Classes will resume on Sunday, December 5. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 
Classes are being held in person in the church building and on Zoom.  
Visit http://www.firstpreshc.org/adult-sunday-school/ for information on how to 
access these hybrid classes. If attending in person, please wear a mask. 

NOVEMBER “SIMPLE GRATITUDE” ADULT DEVOTIONAL 
Our Facebook Devotional Discussion group (search “FPC-HC 
Devotional Discussion Group”) is starting a new devotional in 
November. A practice of gratitude can ground us when the 
world is overwhelming, and it reconnects us to God - the 
source of all good things. This November we will journey 
through a month’s worth of simple, heartfelt gratitude. Join 
the devotional discussion group on Facebook to participate 
or ask Virginia for an email or print copy. 

WHAT MAKES PRESBYTERIANS UNIQUE?  
OUR HISTORY, BELIEFS AND FUTURE DIRECTION 
Sunday, November 21 in Room 258 
Have you ever wondered about the origins, history, and doctrines of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA)? What do you know about our founder, John Calvin, 
and the Reformed tradition we are part of? Are you aware that our representative 
form of church government influenced our country's founders and our 
Constitution? What is the Book of Order? Why is mission so important to us?  
And why are there “break away” Presbyterian denominations, some that do not 
allow women to be ministers, or LGBTQ+ membership? If you’re curious about 
these questions and where our denomination is headed join Bruce Johnson and 
Pastor Morton in a class about the past, present and future of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). 

THE BIBLE IN DEPTH facilitated by Doyle  
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom and in the Parlor 
This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the Old 
Testament. All are invited to jump right in! 

A QUICK LOOK AT THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PAUL – taught by Bill  
December 5, 12, and 19 in Room 258 

1)      A Quick Introduction to Paul 
2)      A Quick Look at the History of Paul and his times 
3)      A Quick Look at the Impact of Paul on Christianity 

Some scholars refer to Paul as the Second Founder of Christianity.  Many forget 
that his letters are actually the earliest extant Christian writings we have, 
predating the Gospels as we know them.  His influence on our faith is persistent 
and pervasive.  Join us as we learn more about the life and time of this most avid 
evangelist. 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/adult-sunday-school/
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WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Classes will not meet on Wednesday, November 24 – Happy Thanksgiving! 
This fall both the morning and evening groups are looking at the prophetic book of 
Ezekiel – the one who had amazing visions of God’s power and presence  
(valley of dry bones) in the midst of war, captivity – just generally an awful time. 
Everyone is welcome.  

To attend either group visit http://www.firstpreshc.org/wednesday-study-groups/ 
for the links to register. Hope to see you on Zoom this Wednesday!  

Wednesday Morning Study meets at 9:30 a.m.  
We are currently meeting on Zoom, and as the Covid environment changes, we’ll 
evaluate when to begin to gather again in person. But not quite yet. See you on 
Wednesday morning! 

Wednesday Evening Study meets at 7:00 p.m.  
This study meets on Zoom – and don’t hesitate to bring your supper or dessert!  
See you on Wednesday evening! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

There is no Sunday School NEXT Sunday, November 28.  
Classes will resume on Sunday, December 5. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Sunday School for children and youth age 2 through 12th grade will be held inside 
at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Children ages 3 and up, youth, and adults are all asked to 
wear masks. Check your email or contact DCE Virginia Callegary 
(vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) for more information. 

WORSHIP BRIDGE 
Worship Bridge for children in 2nd through 5th grade will be available during the 
10:30 am worship service. Children will leave to go to Worship Bridge after the 
Children’s Prayer and will return later in the service. Children need to wear a mask. 

At this time Godly Play (age 4 through 1st grade) is on hiatus due to Covid. 

NURSERY IS OPEN! 

On Sunday mornings the Nursery is open for children age 4 and under. Children 
age 3 and up are encouraged to wear a mask. Other Covid health and safety 
protocols will be followed. For more details or questions email DCE Virginia 
Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org). 

FALL YOUTH GROUP 
5TH through 12th graders are invited to gather on the second Wednesday of the 
month for youth group. Here’s what you need to know: 
 Date and time:  Wednesday, December 8, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Bring your own dinner and we’ll provide water and dessert. 
 Please wear a mask. Check your email for more details. 
 Questions? Email DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org)  
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB 
Third Thursday of the Month – Next date December 16, 2021 
4:30 – 6:00 p.m. if in-person; 5:00-6:00 p.m. if by Zoom 
This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues 
to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome! 
We may meetin in-person or by Zoom depending on the pandemic. 
To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR IS OPEN! ARE YOU SHOPPING? 
This year’s Alternative Gift Fair looks much like last year - still one-stop shopping, 
but mostly virtual and organized on First Presbyterian Church’s website: 
http://firstpreshc.org/alternative-gift-fair 

 Children’s Corner – We are offering BOTH videochat and in-person 
appointments for youth (college age and younger) to shop at the Children’s 
Corner. Shopping will take place Wednesday, December 1 through Sunday, 
December 5.  
CLICK HERE (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/AGF2021) to sign up for 
appointments on SignUpGenius. 

 SERRV – Our church has our own link to shop for fair trade products from 
SERRV’s website: SERRV AGF Link. Be sure to use the link, because the 20% 
we earn from your purchases is a fundraiser for our Guatemala Partnership.  
This link is now open, with free shipping November 8-22 using the 
promo code SE4SERRV21. 

 Alternative Gifts – We have a roundup of our favorite local, national, and 
international charities on our website. You can also donate to projects at 
First Pres using the link on the site and paying by PayPal (no PayPal account 
required).  

If you have any questions, please contact us at agf@firstpreshc.org 

PW ANNUAL BAKE SALE RETURNS CURB SIDE! 
Start your holiday shopping for baked goods right after Thanksgiving ... cookies, 
brownies, muffins, scones, mini pies and cakes, jams, and more, along with Equal 
Exchange coffee, cocoa, chocolate, and oil will be available for purchase starting 
Friday, November 26, 2021! CLICK HERE for details on how to order 
(http://www.firstpreshc.org/pw-bake-sale/) 
Pick up will be on Saturday, December 11, between 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Please note that this is the only fund raiser the Presbyterian Women holds each 
year and that proceeds will support local and worldwide missions of the church. 
Questions? Contact Debbie Richmond, djwr1977@gmail.com 

JUST ONE CAN - November 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County, we 
are asking for any food contributions for our neighbors. Hunger is an on-going 
concern for too many of our neighbors especially this year. Please leave your 
donations in the storage box by the back entrance (near the mail box). Thank you 
on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
http://firstpreshc.org/alternative-gift-fair
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/AGF2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/AGF2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/AGF2021
http://serrv.org/?a=Firstpres2021
mailto:agf@firstpreshc.org
file:///F:/Bulletin%20Inserts/2021%20First%20Day/11%20November%202021/11%2014%202021%20First%20Day/CLICK%20HERE
http://www.firstpreshc.org/pw-bake-sale/
mailto:djwr1977@gmail.com


CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS ARE BACK! 
Sponsored by The Deacons 

Sunday, November 21, 2021 – Sunday, December 12, 2021 

Share the spirit and joy of Christmas with families in need by filling a stocking for a 
child. The Deacons provide the Christmas stockings, which are distributed to 
children through Luminus (formerly FIRN) and the Salvation Army.  

Stockings will be available for pick up in the Lower Commons starting on Sunday, 
November 21; all stockings must be returned no later than Sunday, December 12. 

Luminus requests efforts to be gender neutral, noting the need to be flexible. Since 
many of the families lack basic needs, they ask that the stockings’ contents be 
practical and celebratory. 

Items can include: 

 toiletries - tooth brushes & tooth paste,  
combs & brushes 

 hats, mittens/gloves 

 picture frame 

 pens / pencils / markers 

 flashlight 

 small games / toys 

 sweets/nuts/fruits 

 books / activity books 
(Based on the families being of many faiths and agnostic, Luminus kindly 
requests that they are not religious-themed.) 

If you would like further information, please speak with Deacons Genevieve 
Simermeyer, Sarah Reinhardt, Therese Ngini Bikoi, or Jean Fantcho. If you are 
unable to come to the church building to pick up a stocking, but would like to 
participate, please email gsimermeyer@gmail.com and we can help get you signed 
up. A heartfelt thank you to Faithful Circle Quilters for making the stockings. And, 
thank you to the congregation in advance for your participation! 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

BRICK ORDERS! Has ordering a brick to be placed in the front pathway been on 
your to-do list? Now’s your chance to place an order. Order forms and information 
can be found at the Usher Table. Contact:  Margot Watson. 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE: 
The Church Office and Building will be closed on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 
November 25, 26 and 27 for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  
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LOOKING AHEAD TO ADVENT 2021 

ADVENT CANDLES 
Advent begins on Sunday, November 28. Pastor Sue is looking for people to light 
the candles on the Advent Wreath, in the Sanctuary during both the 8:30 and 
10:30 services. Like last year, the liturgy is a dialogue for TWO people each week. 
Unlike last year, leaders will be physically present in the Sanctuary, and must be 
fully vaccinated. Those who lead at 10:30 a.m. hybrid service must give consent to 
appear on Facebook and YouTube. That’s TWO people for each service, each week 
who are fully vaccinated. Send an email or text to Pastor Sue if you would like to 
lead this favorite part of our Advent worship services.  

POINSETTIA ORDERS 
Please order a poinsettia to help beautify our sanctuary this 
Christmas season. The cost is $16.00 per plant.  
Deadline for orders is NEXT Sunday, November 28. 
Click here to order poinsettias. 
http://www.firstpreshc.org/poinsettia-orders/ 
Poinsettias can be picked up at the church: 

o after the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service on Friday, December 24 
o after the 10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 26 
o leave your poinsettia to be delivered by the Deacons 

For more information or questions, contact fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL FOR ADULTS 
This year we are offering a printed daily Advent devotional for 
adults. Beginning with the first Sunday in Advent, this daily 
devotional offers something new each day:  commentary, poetry, 
visual art, hymns, journaling, and Sabbath prompts. Pick up a copy 

TODAY in the Upper Commons. Large print copies of the devotional 
are available. Talk to Virginia Callegary if you would prefer a digital 
copy. We are also happy to send paper copies by mail to anyone 
who is unable to get to the church to get theirs. 

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE NATIVITY SCENES 
In December we would like to feature some of your favorite 
nativity scenes on our Facebook and Instagram pages.  Do you 
have a family nativity scene that has history and/or sentimental 
value?  To have your scene featured on our social media pages 
send a picture and brief info to DCE Virginia Callegary 
(vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) by Sunday, November 28.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4dacaf2ba0fcc52-poinsettias
http://www.firstpreshc.org/poinsettia-orders/
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org


ADVENT DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
It may seem early, but it’s coming fast! Be prepared! 

Watch this spot for more details! 

COMPLINE is EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS on FACEBOOK LIVE 
Thursdays in December at 9:30 p.m.  
Fifteen-ish minutes of quiet and peace, cultivating our awareness of God's 
presence as we end the day. 
You do not need to have a Facebook account to join in – use the link (big blue F) 
on the front page of the church website and come join us! 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
Saturday, December 4, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
 Help decorate the church for Christmas! 

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM 
Saturday, December 11, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Children, families, grown-ups, youth – really everyone is invited to bundle up, wear 
your masks, and come to the church grounds where you will find the path to 
Bethlehem. As you walk the path around the grounds, you will explore several 
places where you will be able to sing, or share, create, donate something, or pick 
up something for your journey. You’ll end at the cradle, where you will welcome 
the Holy Child. Bring a canned good and/or an item to donate to the Mitten Tree 
if you are able. Park in the Park and Ride – the first stop on the Journey will be at 
the end of the brick walkway! In case of weather check the church website. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Vivaldi’s Gloria with Chamber Orchestra, Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir, and 
Christmas carol singing! 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 during the 10:30 a.m. worship service 
This is an evolving event! If you want to help, please contact Virginia Callegary, 
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021  
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
The Winter Solstice, December 21, is the longest and darkest night of the year. We 
gather in our Sanctuary for an Advent worship service that yearns for the light of 
Christ to dawn. We hope you will come. And as has become our norm for 
gathering, please wear a mask and wear a sweater because the Sanctuary windows 
will be open. 
The Service for the Longest Night is a time of sharing in hope. Together we sing, 
we listen, we light candles, and we share in silent mediation and reflection. We 
pray for a world of peace. 
Following the worship service you’re invited to linger for coffee/tea, cookies and 
conversation in Lyle Buck Hall. Please come and join us. If you or someone you 
know has experienced a loss in the past year, or if you or someone you know is 
carrying a quiet burden or a silent grief, or if you know someone who is burdened 
by the trouble and injustice in the world, please come, and encourage them to 
come as well. 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

ANNUAL RESPONSE PROGRAM for 2022 
It’s the time of year to count the 
commitments from members and 
friends to fund the church’s mission and 
ministry in the coming year. Your 
commitment to the Annual Operating 
Fund supports all the essentials of 
congregational life. The Operating Fund 
allows the Session to do everything we 
need to do as a congregation to be a 
community of Jesus’ friends.  

Here’s the link https://tinyurl.com/2022Commitment for the 2022 Commitment 
Form Your completed form goes to Church Treasurer, Nancy Rentkiewicz. You’ll 
receive an immediate email confirmation. 

So far, 98 individuals in the congregation, from 62 households, have turned in 
commitments totaling $ 382,025 (on Sunday, November 14). 
Let your commitment count next! 

Please take a few minutes to look at the form and prayerfully consider how you 
will support the mission and work of First Presbyterian Church in 2022. Thank you 
for your commitment to the Church! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about 
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can 
continue to give. In-person worshippers may leave their offering in the basket in 
the Upper Commons after the worship service. Thank you for all the ways you 
support the Church!  

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of November 17, 2021  $739,131.90 
Actual Expenses as of November 17, 2021  726,670.97 
Total  $ 12,460.93 

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission of 
the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 6 days ahead/(behind). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office and Building are now open. The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry Area. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please send articles 
by email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  by Thursday, December 9, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for January 2022 Issues. 
Then watch your inbox every week! 
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CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH 

COVID-19 VACCINATION POLICY 
Just a reminder, as of June 1, 2021, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of 
Howard County requires that all volunteer leaders** of any indoor church-
sponsored activity be fully vaccinated against COVID19. Fully vaccinated means 
that on the day of participation, one is at least 14 days past completing the 
recommended vaccine series. This policy will be in effect until at least January 31, 
2022, at which time the Session will reassess it. 

** “Volunteer leaders” includes but is not limited to church staff, technical crew, 
liturgists, ushers, greeters, musicians, choir members, Sunday school teachers, 
nursery providers, communion preparers, mission or discipleship activity 
volunteers and liturgical dancers, whether the event is on church grounds or 
elsewhere. 

BUILDING REOPENING UPDATE (updated 11/16/2021) 
The Session approved (11/16/2021) these new Recommendations for worship in 
the church: 

1.   THAT we continue to require masks to be worn in the building through 
January 15, 2021. 

2.   THAT we continue to ask people to sit every-other-pew in the Sanctuary 
through January 15, 2021. 

3.    THAT we no longer require 6-foot side-to-side distance in worship, but 
encourage people to ask those already seated in the pew before sitting 
next to them in the Sanctuary. WAM will be removing the colorful 
seating-indication tape from the pews. 

Remember that Session previously approved (10/26/2021) the following 
Recommendations for the use of rooms in the Church at other times. 

4.    Church groups and outside user groups may schedule meetings and meet 
inside the Church in designated rooms. Use of masks is required until 
further notice. Room reservations must be made through the church 
office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

5.   Osher Institute started using the sanctuary on November 1, 2021. 
6.   Inspirit Counseling is using their office space for appointments. 
7.   Church and outside groups may schedule use of the outdoor church 

grounds through the church office fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.  Only one 
group may meet at a time. 

CHURCH STAFF 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor:  mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor:  sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator:  vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries:  mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper:  bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woody Collins, Church Sexton:  sexton@firstpreshc.org 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule  
8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults 
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship 

Please wear a mask and observe social distancing. 
FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live  

YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc 
LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org 

CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO CHURCH OFFICE  
TUESDAY - SATURDAY BETWEEN 10:00 A.M. AND 4:00 P.M. OR BY APPOINTMENT 

(PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE COMING) 
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY 

Sunday, November 21st 

THE REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY | THANKSGIVING 
DEACONS CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS COLLECTION BEGINS (NOVEMBER 21 – DECEMBER 12) 

MINUTE FOR MISSION – ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR 
 8:30 a.m. Early Worship in the Sanctuary 
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Sunday School for all ages 
  Chancel Choir Warmups 
 10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 
  Worship Bridge 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – BINGO 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 

Tuesday, November 23rd 

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, November 24th 

 11:00 a.m. Write Birthday Cards 

Thursday, November 25th 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, November 26th 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY FOR CHURCH STAFF 
CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 

Saturday, November 27th 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY FOR CHURCH STAFF 
CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

Sunday, November 28th 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT | BAPTISM 
DEACONS CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS COLLECTION THROUGH DECEMBER 12 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 8:30 a.m. Early Worship in the Sanctuary 
 10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 
  Worship Bridge 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 
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