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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

First Sunday of Advent 
November 28, 2021 

8:30 a.m. In-person Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

Please wear a mask and observe physical distance. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

The flickering light of Advent is a faint and vulnerable thing, 
but somehow refuses to all the overwhelming darkness to snuff it out totally. 

  Ron Ferguson 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:] 

Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus! 

 Prelude Lo! How a Rose E’re Blooming Thomas Keesecker 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

O God of every season, 
as you led your people in ages past, 
you will direct our journey into the future. 
We trust your path. 
Fill us with grateful expectation 
that as we share in common life as your beloved community, 
we may fill the world with praise and hope, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 94 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper Jefferson 

 

 

(hymn continues on next page) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God for whom we wait, 
you know us through and through. 
You see how we allow ourselves 
to lose hope in your promise to repair the world. 
We assume a better world is impossible. 
We falter in our call to care for the earth. 
We find our worth in material wealth. 
Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. 
Forgive us for numbing ourselves to the hurt around us. 
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Help us to read the signs and find our way home to you. 
Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go, 
and assure us again of your saving, reconciling grace. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.) 

* Response 752 (singing together)  Dona nobis pacem 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Lighting the Advent Candles 

 [We listen and watch as the candles are lighted 
and we conclude with our response:] 

Holy God, fill us with the creative power of hope. 
Lend us you light, so we can read the signs 
and find our way home. Amen. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 21:25-36 

25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 
glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly 
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon The Sign of the Season Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead and buried;  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body;  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* Hymn 93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Truro 

   (see next page for hymn) 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God of grace, 
Hear our prayer. 

 The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Doxology 328 (singing together)  Da N’ase/ Praise God, All You Nations 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 83 Come, thou Long-Expected Jesus Stuttgart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Sending Responses 

The good news of Advent is this: 
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming! 

Even as we wait, watch, and wonder, 
God is with us. Thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Thomas Keesecker 

 



10 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Advent Candles, and the Prayer of Confession are adapted from 
the work of The Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art LLC. 
https://sanctifiedart.org 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

https://sanctifiedart.org/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

