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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Second Sunday of Advent 
Communion 
December 5, 2021 

8:30 a.m. In-person Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

Please wear a mask and observe physical distance. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

The only way we can speak of God is in the present:  God is. The only time when we can know God is now.  
The only time we can serve God is now. Now is the time of the Lord’s coming. Now is the only time that matters 
to us. Now is the only door to the future. 

  Ralph Morton, a founding member of the Iona Community 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:] 

Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus! 

 Prelude Watchman, Tell Us of the Night Thomas Keesecker 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

O Christ of timeless grace, 
you call us to build a home for peace on earth 
and goodwill among all creation. 
Be for us the cornerstone of our lives. 
Let your light shine from the windows of our souls. 
Let your hope and peace support us. 
May our worship give voice to your presence among us, 
even as we wait for the day of your coming. 
Amen. 



2 

 

* Hymn 88, verses 1, 2, 6, 7 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God for whom we wait, 
you know us through and through. 
Listening has never been our greatest gift. 
We fail to hear your blessing of peace. 
We elude your voice and dodge your call. 
We forget the deep goodness of all you create. 
We do not trust the breadth and depth of your love. 
We cannot imagine a creation filled with your presence 
and grounded in your peace. 
Forgive us. 
Clear a space within us so that something new might be born. 
Help us to listen,  
to read the signs and find our way home to you. 
Kindle in us peace that won’t give out, 
and assure us again of your saving, reconciling grace. 
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.) 

* Response 752 (singing together)  Dona nobis pacem 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Lighting the Advent Candles 

 [We listen and watch as the candles are lighted and then join together in prayer:] 

Holy God, fill us with the creative power of peace. 
Lend us your light, so we can read the signs 
and find our way home. 
Amen. 

* Song 467, verse 1 Give Us Light Jyothi Dho 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Malachi 3:1-4 

3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Second Lesson:  Luke 1:57-80 

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61 They said 
to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father 
to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 
“His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened 
and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their 
neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of 
Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” 
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 

    that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
    before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day 
he appeared publicly to Israel. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon The Sign of the Dawn Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) adapted from A Declaration of Faith (1977) 

In Christ, 
God gave us a glimpse of the new creation already begun 
and that God will surely finish. 
We do not know when that final day will come. 
In our time we see only broken and scattered signs 
that the renewal of all things is underway. 
We do not yet see the end of cruelty and suffering 
in the world, the church, or our own lives. 
But we see Jesus as Lord. 
As Christ stands at the center of our history, 
we are confident Christ will stand at its end, 
and will judge all people and nations. 
Evil will be condemned and rooted out of God’s good creation. 
There will be no more tears or pain. 
All things will be made new. 
The fellowship of human beings with God and each other 
will be perfected. 

Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 The Offering 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

Those worshipping in the Sanctuary will share communion by coming forward down the center aisle to one 
of two stations at the front of the Sanctuary. Each station will have gluten free bread and both red wine and 
white grape juice, so you may share communion at any station. You may come to a station by family/friend 
groups and take communion together. 

Pause for a moment and stand at the station to receive communion. 

The server will place the bread in your hand. Pick up the small cup of wine or juice from the tray. Lower your 
mask and eat the bread and drink the cup while standing at the station. Then return to your seat by the side 
aisle. We have all the time we need. 

 Invitation to the Table 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 God is here. 
 Emmanuel, God-with-us, is ready to be born. 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open them to the One who comes to us. 

 Let us give thanks to the God of hope. 
 It is good and right to join our voices in praise. 



8 

 

 [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. 
We gather up all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:] 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We share the bread and the cup around the table 
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary. 

 Music at Communion 

 90 Wait for the Lord 
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 466 Come and Fill Our Hearts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Prayer After Communion 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 109 Blest Be the God of Israel/Song of Zechariah Merle’s Tune 
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* Sending Responses 

The good news of Advent is this: 
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming! 

Even as we wait, watch, and wonder, 
God is with us. Thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude The Quiet Center Thomas Keesecker 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Advent Candles, and the Prayer of Confession are adapted from 
the work of The Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art LLC. 
https://sanctifiedart.org 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sanctifiedart.org/
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/
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Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 


