THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021
10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
It is while waiting for the coming reign of God, Advent after Advent,
that we come to realize that its coming depends on us.
Joan Chittister

Prelude

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:]

Jesus says: I am coming soon.
Amen! Come Lord Jesus!
Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
God of hope, you call us home and gather us
into the freedom of justice, the balm of healing,
and the joy of sharing.
Make us strong to join you in your holy work,
as friends of strangers, companions of those others shun,
and advocates for all who are lost or broken-hearted.
Amen.
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* Hymn 87

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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Genevan 42

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
God for whom we wait,
you know us through and through.
We know that in your house there is room for everyone.
But instead of setting the table for our neighbors,
we block the door.
Instead of welcoming all,
we judge others.
Instead of sharing our second coat,
we hide it in the attic in fear.
Forgive us.
Remind us again that your home is home for all.
We know the truth is uncomfortable.
Help us be bold enough to see it
and brave enough to live it with joy.
We pray in hope.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Response 583 (singing together)

Glory to God
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* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube)

* Response 752 (singing together)

Dona nobis pacem

Words of Welcome

4

ENCOUNTER
Lighting the Advent Candles
[We listen and watch as the candles are lighted
and then join together in prayer:]

Holy God, fill us with the creative power of joy.
Lend us your light, so we can read the signs
and find our way home.
Amen.
* Song 467, verse 1

Give Us Light

Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Zephaniah 3:14-20
14 Sing

aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
17 The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
18
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
19 I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
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Jyothi Dho

and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
20 At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Second Lesson: Luke 3:1-18

3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire.”
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10 And

the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied
with your wages.”
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying,
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy
to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Purposeful Signs
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* An Affirmation of Faith for Advent (together)
We believe in God, who bends and kneels towards our world,
drenching it with love, making it new with every breath.
We believe in Jesus, God become human,
who brought every person a spark of the divine.
We believe in the Spirit, hovering God, present among us,
abiding, upholding, awaking all things to grace.
We believe we are called to do justice, love kindness
and walk humbly with God and each other,
ready for God’s reign,
awake and alert, as we work to bring it near.
We believe we are called, as Christmas comes close,
to lift up our hearts in hope and love,
seeking God’s advent in each moment and person,
each challenge and heartache, each blessing and joy.
This we promise to do.
Keep us faithful, Lord Jesus, and come soon.
Amen! May it be so!
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* Hymn 92

While We Are Waiting, Come
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Waiting (Cason)

Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
God of grace,
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
God of joy: you strengthen what is weak;
you enrich those who are poor
and give hope to those who live in fear.
Look upon our needs this day, and hear our prayers.
Make us grateful for the good news of your saving presence
and keep us faithful in your service
until the coming of Jesus Christ,
our teacher, friend, guide and savior.
Amen.
The Offering
* Doxology 145, verse 3 (singing together)

What Child Is This
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SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 104

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
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Valet Will Ich Dir Geben

* Sending Responses
The good news of Advent is this:
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming!
Even as we wait, watch, and wonder,
God is with us. Thanks be to God!
* Benediction
* Response 350, verse 1, refrain, verse 1

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

(singing together)

Postlude

The Quiet Night
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WORSHIP NOTES: Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Advent Candles, the Prayer of Confession and Prayer for
Illumination are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified
Art LLC. https://sanctifiedart.org. The Affirmation for Advent is by The Rev. Susan Bock.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.
All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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