THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021
8:30 a.m. In-person Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Please wear a mask and observe physical distance.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Bethlehem is where we live. The stable is our town.
Christ is being born now, here, and we should pay attention.
Neil MacGregor

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:]

Jesus says: I am coming soon.
Amen! Come Lord Jesus!
Prelude

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
O God of Mary and Elizabeth,
you visit your servants with news of the world’s redemption
in the coming of a Savior.
Make our hearts leap with joy
and fill our mouths with songs of love and wonder,
that we may announce glad tidings of peace,
and welcome the Christ into our midst.
Amen.
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* Hymn 105

People Look East

Besancon

(hymn continues on next page)
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
God for whom we wait,
you are turning the world upside down.
We are waiting passively for the world to change around us.
You place what we need on our doorstep,
but we let fear get the best of us.
We leave the door closed.
We ignore you, overlook your gifts,
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us. Pull us across your threshold.
Give us courage to love you strongly and deeply,
and conviction to act in the face of injustice.
Empower us with hope.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.)
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* Response 113 (singing together)

Angels We Have Heard on High

(hymn continues on next page)
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Words of Welcome

ENCOUNTER
Lighting the Advent Candles
[We listen and watch as the candles are lighted
and then join together in prayer:]

Holy God, fill us with the creative power of love.
Lend us your light, so we can read the signs
and find our way home.
Amen.
* Song 467, verse 1

Give Us Light
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Jyothi Dho

Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5 and he shall be the one of peace.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
* Hymn 121

O Little Town of Bethlehem
(see hymn on next page)
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St. Louis
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Second Lesson: Luke 1:39-45
39 In

those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord
comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb
leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.”
40 where

For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
* Hymn 101

No Wind at the Window
(see hymn on next page)
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Columcille
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Meditation

Little Signs

Sue Lowcock Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* A Declaration for Advent (together)
Among the poor, among the proud,
Among the persecuted, among the privileged,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
In the private house, in the market place,
In the wedding feast, in the judgment hall,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
With a gentle touch, with an angry word,
With a clear conscience, with burning love,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
That peace may come, that hope may shine,
That the powerful might stumble,
that the humble might be raised,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
Within us, without us, among us, before us,
In this place, in every place, for this time, for all time,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
* Hymn 137

He Came Down
(see hymn on next page)
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He Came Down
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Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
God of grace,
Hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
The Offering
* Doxology 145, verse 3 (singing together)

What Child Is This
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SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 100

My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
Canticle of the Turning
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Star of the County Down

* Sending Responses
The good news of Advent is this:
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming!
Even as we wait, watch, and wonder,
God is with us. Thanks be to God!
* Benediction
Postlude

Epiphany Waltz
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WORSHIP NOTES: Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Advent Candles, the Prayer of Confession and Prayer for
Illumination are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified
Art LLC. https://sanctifiedart.org. The Declaration for Advent is from Cloth for the Cradle, Wild Goose Resource
Group.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All
rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
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The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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