
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
December 19, 2021 

TODAY 

8:30 a.m. EARLY SERVICE in the Sanctuary 
Please wear a mask and sit every other pew. Hymnals and Bibles are available 
in the book racks in the Upper Commons. Following worship, please place 
these books on the Resting Table near the elevator. 

10:30 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)  
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. We ask 
those in the Sanctuary to continue to wear a mask and sit every other pew. 
Hymnals and Bibles are available in the book racks in the Upper Commons. 
Following worship, please place these books on the Resting Table near the 
elevator. This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet, and you 
may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

FOR OUR 10:30 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION 
The link will open around 10:20 a.m. 
Here’s a few ideas about how to make a home worship space. This Sunday, 
December 19, is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and the Liturgical color is BLUE. 
You might want to find or assemble an Advent Wreath – you just need four 
candles to set in a circle. Have a matchstick close by so you can light the Advent 
candle in your home when the liturgists light the candle in the Sanctuary. Add 
some greenery if you have it. If you have a Christmas cactus on the way to 
blooming or an amaryllis, add those to your worship space.  
Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can join in the liturgy at home. You can 
find the week’s materials on the church’s website:  www.firstpreshc.org 

THE POINSETTIAS gracing our Sanctuary this Christmas Season have been 
graciously given by members of the congregation (please see list). 

REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis 
to remember those who have died from this virus. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return 
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY:   
Advent Candle Lighters:  Emily and Michael and Julia (8:30)  
  Confirmands (10:30) 
Ushers & Greeters:  Sarah (8:30) 
  Nancy, Margot (10:30) 
Tech Crew:  Francois, Mark (8:30) 
  Jean Robert, Tracy, Jonathan (10:30) 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PARTICIPANTS 
Thanks to the following children for their participation in the Christmas Pageant 
and their work decorating the letter posters: Ella Rose, Mackenzie, Alexa, Elena, 
Skylar, Erin, Teddy, Brielle, Analicia, Rhea, Roshni, Ben, Peter, Kipton, Tyler. 
 
 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 19, 2021 

Please pray for:  Virgie, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Natalie and Jeff, Paula, Blessing and 
Obinna, Mil, Rose, Evelyn & Stacy and Family, Doris, Maria, Martin, Pat, Barb, 
Ruthie and Family, Shirley; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, 
Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have tested 
positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and essential employees working during 
Covid-19 pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa 
Presbiterio in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19.  

Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak. 

Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb  

Friends & Family:   Jan, Myrna, Evan, Joyce, Rosalie and George, Al, Heather, Jane, 
Aaron, Sarah, Frank, Eyler, Matt, Erika, Charles. 

Recovering from surgery:  Ilene, Shirley, Pat  

Care Center:  Carol, Paul, Barbara, Bob, Beth  

Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Agnes and Roy, in the death of Agnes’ 
sister, Geraldine. 

Bereaved:  Bruce; Mispa, Jowin, Kelcey and Christopher, Cheryl, Mike, Mandy, 
Rebecca and Jeremy, Jackie, Doria, Rhydeil, Betsy, Kendrick  

Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball;  
Leslie Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel 

Please contact one of the Pastors:  Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,  
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

John Muir (April 21, 1838 – December 24, 1914) was America’s most famous and 
influential naturalist and conservationist. Born in Dunbar, Scotland, his father was 
a minister in the Church of Scotland, and brought the family to a farm in Wisconsin 
when John was 11 years old. And although he spoke of his childhood as harsh, he 
never lost his reverence for God, and his understanding of God as it came to him 
through nature. In fact, it was his experience of nature as a place in which God is 
known which undergirded his life’s work. He became a widely known writer and 
explorer, especially of California’s Sierra Nevada Mountains. A camping trip with 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1903 was perhaps the most influential camping trip in 
history, for it returned Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Grove to the National Park, 
and influenced Roosevelt’s own commitment to preservation. Muir helped to 
found the Sierra Club, and served as its first President. 

We also remember:  December 18, 1865 the Thirteenth Amendment abolished 
slavery in the United States. The first enslaved African people were brought to the 
American Colonies in 1619, soon becoming the economic foundation of the 
colonial plantation system. Enslavement remained legal after the American 
Revolution. Although Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation (1863) freed enslaved 
people in theory, a constitutional amendment was needed after the Civil War to 
bring a legal end to slavery. 
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GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 19, 2021 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, 
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for China, Hong Kong, Macau 
We pray for: 

 Those left behind and further marginalized by rising economic growth, 
especially women and peasants in rural areas; 

 The political and social tensions between the mainland of China and 
Hong Kong and the rest of the world. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021 
We pray for the churches and pastors of the Baltimore Presbytery. 

We remember all PCUSA Mission Coworkers who are far from home this 
Christmas. In particular, we pray this week for: 

 Jeff and Christi Boyd in Kinshasa, Congo. Jeff is the Regional Liaison for 
Central Africa (Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon and Equatorial 
Guinea), and Christi is the Coordinator for Women and Children’s 
Interests, working in Democratic Republic of Congo, Niger, Madagascar, 
Rwanda, and South Sudan. 

 Jenny and Jed Koball in Peru. Jed serves as the facilitator for the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Joining Hands Peru, and Jenny is the 
coordinator for the Young Adult Volunteer program in Peru. 

 Leslie Vogel in Guatemala. Leslie is the Regional Liaison for Mexico and 
Guatemala. 

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING – TODAY, Sunday, December 19 
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's gift of Jesus 
Christ by providing assistance to current and retired church workers 
in their time of need and developing our future leaders at 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities 
of color.   

THE BETHLEHEM BANNER completes our banners and paraments for Advent.  
We have had the “Road to Bethlehem” parament that we use on the Communion 
Table and the “Star of Bethlehem” on the pulpit for 11 or 13 years. This banner 
completes the road to Bethlehem. Sarah designed it and chose the fabrics and 
fabric placement and Catherine put it together. We also have four story banners 
that hang on the side walls. Several members of the congregation, Catherine, 
Sarah, Syd, Toni, Della LeConte, Julianna, Shirley, Debbie and Janet, made them in 
2012 and 2013. Those banners were also designed by Sarah and replaced the story 
banners made many years ago by Helen. Thank you all for making these banners 
for everyone to enjoy! 

FACEBOOK and YOUTUBE GREETER NEEDED  
We are looking for people to chat and record prayer requests listed on Facebook 
and YouTube during Sunday morning worship. Contact Pastor Sue, 
sharris@firstpreshc.org, if interested. 
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USHERS AND GREETERS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 
Your help is needed to serve as Ushers and Greeters for all Christmas Eve Services 
on Friday, December 24:  5:00 p.m. | 7:00 p.m. | 9:00 p.m. | 11:00 p.m. 
Please contact Margot, margotewatson@gmail.com or Jonathan, 
ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org f you can help. Thank you! 

FACEBOOK LIVE:  COMPLINE WITH THE CO-PASTORS 
Thursdays at 9:30 p.m. – Not on December 23 or 30 
Fifteen-ish minutes of quiet and peace, cultivating our awareness of God's 
presence as we end the day. 
You do not need to have a Facebook account to join in – use the link (big blue F) 
on the front page of the church website and come join us! 

AVAILABLE DATES FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS in 2022 
Select your date now for having a flower arrangement in the sanctuary on a Sunday 
morning in 2022! Go to http://firstpreshc.org/sanctuary-flowers  
When you place your order, you can indicate the dedication you would like in the 
bulletin that Sunday and whether you want to take the flowers home or leave them 
for the Deacons to deliver to a church member to brighten their day.  
The flowers cost $35. Please send a check to the church office or  
via PayPal. Questions? Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 
Classes are being held in person in the church building and on Zoom.  
Visit http://www.firstpreshc.org/adult-sunday-school/ for information on how to 
access these hybrid classes. If attending in person, please wear a mask. 

CHURCH SCHOOL FOR ADULTS will be on a two-week Christmas break on 
December 26, 2021 and January 2, 2022. Adults will reconvene on January 9, 2022. 
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and thanks to all our Church School teachers 
and leaders. 

THE BIBLE IN DEPTH facilitated by Doyle  
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom and in the Parlor 
This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the Old 
Testament. All are invited to jump right in! 
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A QUICK LOOK AT THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PAUL – taught by Bill  
December 19 in Room 258 

1)      A Quick Introduction to Paul 
2)      A Quick Look at the History of Paul and his times 
3)      A Quick Look at the Impact of Paul on Christianity 

Some scholars refer to Paul as the Second Founder of Christianity.  Many forget 
that his letters are actually the earliest extant Christian writings we have, 
predating the Gospels as we know them.  His influence on our faith is persistent 
and pervasive.  Join us as we learn more about the life and time of this most avid 
evangelist. 

WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Both the morning and evening groups are taking a break for the Christmas and 
New Year Holidays. They will start meeting again in January. Watch First Day for 
more details or look for an email! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHURCH SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND ADULTS will be on a two-week 
Christmas break on December 26, 2021 and January 2, 2022. This will allow 
teachers to enjoy attending Sunday morning worship service with their family. 
Nursery will be available. The Ark, L.I.F.E., Mid Highs, Senior Highs and Adults will 
reconvene on January 9, 2022. Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and thanks to 
all our Church School teachers and leaders. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Sunday School for children and youth age 2 through 12th grade will be held inside 
at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Children ages 3 and up, youth, and adults are all asked to 
wear masks. Check your email or contact DCE Virginia Callegary 
(vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) for more information. 

WORSHIP BRIDGE 
There is no Worship Bridge today because of the Christmas Pageant. Worship 
Bridge will not meet on Sundays, December 26, 2021 and January 2, 2022. 
Worship Bridge for children in 2nd through 5th grade will be available during the 
10:30 am worship service (except on Communion Sundays). Children will leave to 
go to Worship Bridge after the Children’s Prayer and will return later in the service. 
Children need to wear a mask. At this time Godly Play (age 4 through 1st grade) is 

on hiatus due to Covid. 

NURSERY IS OPEN! 

On Sunday mornings the Nursery is open for children age 4 and under. Children 
age 3 and up are encouraged to wear a mask. Other Covid health and safety 
protocols will be followed. For more details or questions email DCE Virginia 
Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org). 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
  Christmas Break during December! 
  Next Class - Thursday, January 6, 2022, 6:30-8:00 p.m. – Room 258 
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CHURCH POINSETTIAS 2021 

The Poinsettias gracing our Sanctuary this Christmas Season  
have been graciously given by: 

Janice – Happy birthday, Lord Jesus! 

Ed and Catherine – In honor of our co-pastors. 

Ed and Catherine – In honor of our church staff. 

Sarah – In memory of Web Brenner, “God Bless Us, Every One.” 

Woodrow and Carol & Family – Rejoice for Adriana Paige Montgomery. 

Woodrow and Carol & Family – In celebration of marriage and love for  
Blake and Kelsey Collins. 

Woodrow and Carol & Family – In loving memory of Bonnie Kneick. 

Woodrow and Carol & Family – In loving memory of Gertrude Godard. 

Jackie – In loving memory of Barton Bruce. 

Amy & Pat - In joyful celebration of Christ’s birth. 

Janet and Family - In honor and memory of our parents and grandparents. 

Louise and Paul – In loving memory of Maggie Colwell, Perry Colwell  
and Doris and Leonard Eyes. 

Linda and Family – Celebrating the Light of the World! 

Bettye and Family – In memory of our husband and father,  
Frank Fennell, Sr. 

Jeff and Natalie– Joy to the World! 

Amy & Mark– In celebration of Elena’s birthday on December 22. 

Morton and Sue – In memory of Doris and Ed Lowcock. 

Morton and Sue – In memory of Otha and Martha Harris  
and Tim Harris. 

Morton and Sue – To remember all who have been affected by COVID-19. 

Alice – In memory of my husband, Augustus (Gus). 

Aimee – In memory of my grandparents. 

Suzann – Joyful Christmas memories of Reva Gregg. 

Joan – In memory of David. 

Tracy – In honor of Lyla and Carter. 

Catherine – In memory of Joel. 

Barb & Sarah - In loving memory of our parents/grandparents,  
Peter and Norene. 

Emma - In honor of my brothers Thomas and David. 

Larry & Nancy – Merry Christmas! 

Margot – In memory of Jan. 

Margot and Bob – In honor of our children, Molly, Emily and Christopher.  

Kathy & Tom – With gratitude to the church staff! 

Betsy – In loving memory of my parents, Shirley and Murray. 

Nick, April, Sarah and Nicholas – Joy to the World! 

 



 

 

 

 
 

ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES 2021 
CLOSE TO HOME:  LOOK FOR THE SIGNS 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021  
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
The Winter Solstice, December 21, is the longest and darkest night of the year. We 
gather in our Sanctuary for an Advent worship service that yearns for the light of 
Christ to dawn. We hope you will come. And as has become our norm for 
gathering, please wear a mask and wear a sweater because the Sanctuary windows 
will be open. 
The Service for the Longest Night is a time of sharing in hope. Together we sing, 
we listen, we light candles, and we share in silent mediation and reflection. We 
pray for a world of peace. 
Following the worship service you’re invited to linger for coffee/tea, cookies and 
conversation in Lyle Buck Hall. Please come and join us. If you or someone you 
know has experienced a loss in the past year, or if you or someone you know is 
carrying a quiet burden or a silent grief, or if you know someone who is burdened 
by the trouble and injustice in the world, please come, and encourage them to 
come as well. 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

ATTENTION ALL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN! 
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, January 19, 2022 for the Presbyterian 
Women’s Christmas Dinner in January! Dinner from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. (location to 
be announced) – Fellowship, Secret Pals, and good food! Call Carol for 
reservations. We want to see you in “2022” – Hope, Peace, Joy and Love to all! 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES 2021 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 
Friday, December 24, 2021 
All those over age 3 who worship in the Sanctuary must wear a mask. 

5:00 p.m. Children's Christmas Eve Worship Service 
A briefer service of carols and the story, especially for children. 

7:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Worship Service 
In-person worship service.  
This service will be live-streamed on Facebook and YouTube. 

9:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Worship Service 
In-person worship service.  

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Worship Service 
In-person worship service. 

A NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP IN THESE COVID TIMES: 

 Those who worship in the Sanctuary must wear a mask. 

 We will leave every other pew empty, as has been our custom. 

 The Sanctuary windows will be open. 

 The 7:00 p.m. service will be the only service livestreamed. 

 When a worship service is being livestreamed to the internet, and you are in-
person in the sanctuary, you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube 
channel. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 
One worship service at 10:00 a.m. 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 
Communion 
One worship service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

The Church Office and Building are now open. The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry Area. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please send articles 
by email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  by Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. for February 2022 Issues. 
Then watch your inbox every week! 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

SPONSORSHIP OF GRASSROOTS CRISIS INTERVENTION SERVICES 
On Tuesday, December 21, 2021, First Pres will again be sponsoring 24 hours of 
services provided by Grassroots Crisis Intervention Services. The funds for this 
sponsorship have been part of the church’s budget for support of local mission 
partners for the past few years. Within a few weeks of this sponsorship the church 
will receive a report on the services provided during that 24-hour period; the 
results will be shared in First Day. 

Meanwhile, here’s a brief overview of the Grassroots Crisis Intervention Services: 

Grassroots operates a 24-hour crisis intervention and supportive counseling 
hotline. Individuals may call for a variety of reasons including suicide, family and 
relationship problems, shelter needs, violent or threatening domestic situations, 
loneliness or depression, and chemical dependency issues, among others. Callers 
may remain anonymous. The program is accredited by the American Association 
of Suicidology. Grassroots hotline/walk-in programs also serve as the Single Point 
of Entry for the County’s Coordinated System of Homeless Services. 

Another aspect of the Grassroots Crisis Intervention services is the Mobile Crisis 
Team, a two-member team of master’s level mental health professionals who 
respond with the police to psychiatric emergencies, family crises, and other 
traumatic events in the community. The team responds with the police to private 
residences, workplaces, accident scenes, and public locations. The police also 
request MCT for traumatic death situations including homicides, suicides, or fatal 
workplace or traffic accidents. The MCT program is a partnership between 
Grassroots and the Howard County Police Department. MCT responds to over 800 
crisis situations per year currently.  

All crisis intervention services, including MCT, can be reached through the 
Grassroots Crisis Hotline 410-531-6677. 

To learn more about the many roles Grassroots plays in crisis intervention, visit 
https://www.grassrootscrisis.org/services/crisis-intervention/ 

Please hold both those who need crisis intervention services and those who deliver 
these vital services in prayer every day, but especially on December 21, the longest 
night of the year.   

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS!!! – December – POWERFUL Food 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County, 
we are asking for any food contributions for our neighbors. Hunger is an on-going 
concern for too many of our neighbors especially this year.  
The Board of Deacons’ campaign in December will focus on donations of 
POWERFUL protein-rich food for our continuing efforts against Hunger in Howard 
County. Imagine how hard it can be to have a Happy Holiday when you barely 
have enough to eat. Recommended items that have the power to bring a smile 
to a child’s face are: Peanut Butter, Beans—Dried or Canned, Canned 
Meat/Tuna/Chicken, Canned Soups, Infant Formula, Baby & Toddler Foods. 
Please leave your donations in the storage box by the back entrance (near the 
mailbox). Thank you from the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 
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MISSION TRIP TO LOUISIANA 
First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is organizing a mission trip to 
Louisiana to rebuild homes damaged by Hurricane Ida. The dates are Sunday, 
January 16 - Saturday, January 22, 2022.  
Please contact Debbie if you are interested by December 26. If you plan on flying 
to New Orleans, you need to talk to Debbie or Pat to get a good flight. The plan 
is to travel by air, however if you would like to attend but are uncomfortable 
flying, and prefer to drive, please let Debbie know. We will try to coordinate 
carpools, if possible. PLEASE NOTE:  You must be vaccinated for COVID-19 to be 
part of this trip. 

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH 

COVID-19 VACCINATION POLICY 
Just a reminder, as of June 1, 2021, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of 
Howard County requires that all volunteer leaders** of any indoor church-
sponsored activity be fully vaccinated against COVID19. Fully vaccinated means 
that on the day of participation, one is at least 14 days past completing the 
recommended vaccine series. This policy will be in effect until at least January 31, 
2022, at which time the Session will reassess it. 

** “Volunteer leaders” includes but is not limited to church staff, technical crew, 
liturgists, ushers, greeters, musicians, choir members, Sunday school teachers, 
nursery providers, communion preparers, mission or discipleship activity 
volunteers and liturgical dancers, whether the event is on church grounds or 
elsewhere. 

BUILDING REOPENING UPDATE (updated 11/16/2021) 
The Session approved (11/16/2021) these new Recommendations for worship in 
the church: 

1.   THAT we continue to require masks to be worn in the building through 
March 15, 2022. 

2.   THAT we continue to ask people to sit every-other-pew in the Sanctuary 
through March 15, 2022. 

3.    THAT we no longer require 6-foot side-to-side distance in worship, but 
encourage people to ask those already seated in the pew before sitting 
next to them in the Sanctuary. WAM will be removing the colorful 
seating-indication tape from the pews. 

Remember that Session previously approved (10/26/2021) the following 
Recommendations for the use of rooms in the Church at other times. 

4.    Church groups and outside user groups may schedule meetings and meet 
inside the Church in designated rooms. Use of masks is required until 
further notice. Room reservations must be made through the church 
office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

5.   Osher Institute started using the sanctuary on November 1, 2021. 
6.   Inspirit Counseling is using their office space for appointments. 
7.   Church and outside groups may schedule use of the outdoor church 

grounds through the church office fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.  Only one 
group may meet at a time. 
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

TIDINGS ARTICLES FOR JANUARY 2022 E-NEWSLETTERS 
Please send any articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org as soon as possible to be 
included in Ministry Area Tidings e-Newsletters for January. Deadline for Tidings 
articles are the second Thursday of the month. Thank you! 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 2021 
The Church Staff will be taking a holiday for Christmas! The Church Office and 
Building will be closed Monday through Friday, December 27-31, 2021 for the 
Christmas Holiday. Merry Christmas to All! And blessings for the New Year! 

2021 VOUCHERS DEADLINE 
All vouchers for expenses (Jan.-Nov.) in 2021 should have been submitted by now. 
If you’re spending money in the month of December the deadline was Friday, 
December 17 — all vouchers should be authorized and signed! Vouchers should be 
scanned and emailed to Pat Travers at bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org Thank you. 

GET READY!  
2021 Annual Reports are due Friday, January 7, 2022. Please send them to Church 
Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Early submissions 
accepted! Contact Caroline if you would like a copy of your 2020 report. Thanks! 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

ANNUAL RESPONSE PROGRAM PLEDGE STATUS: 
As of December 15, 2021 
Amount pledged to date:   $ 508,246  Number of pledges 94 
Thank you to those who have responded! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about 
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can 
continue to give, http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/ In-person worshippers may 
leave their offering in the basket in the Upper Commons after the worship service. 
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!  

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of December 15, 2021  $789,617.62 
Actual Expenses as of December 15, 2021  802,095.08 
Total  ($ 12,477.46) 

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission of 
the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is (6) days ahead/(behind). 

CHURCH STAFF 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor:  mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor:  sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator:  vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries:  mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper:  bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woody Collins, Church Sexton:  sexton@firstpreshc.org 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule  
8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults 
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship 

Please wear a mask and observe social distancing. 
FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live  

YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc 
LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org 

CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO CHURCH OFFICE  
TUESDAY - SATURDAY BETWEEN 10:00 A.M. AND 4:00 P.M. OR BY APPOINTMENT 

(PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE COMING) 
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY 

Sunday, December 19th 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT AT 10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 
 8:30 a.m. Early Worship in the Sanctuary 
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Sunday School for all ages 
 9:45 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmups 
 10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 

Monday, December 20th 

BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE FOR DECEMBER 26 & JANUARY 2 

Tuesday, December 21st 

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Longest Night Service 

Wednesday, December 22nd 
 1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 23rd 

 10:00 a.m. Write Birthday Cards 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 24th 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 

 5:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Worship Service, in-person only 
 7:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Worship Service, Hybrid 
 9:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Worship Service, in-person only 
 11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Worship Service, in-person only 

Saturday, December 25th 

CHRISTMAS DAY – MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

Sunday, December 26th 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M. 

 10:00 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 
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