
THE SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
Friday, December 24, 2021 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Please remember to turn cell phones and pagers to silent for worship. 
Where you see an asterisk (*) please stand if you are able. 

The 7:00 p.m. worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

PRELUDE  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

* CAROL 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

2. True God from true God, Light from light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
very God, begotten, not created!  
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

3. Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

 



* PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

May God be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Great and Holy God,  
as you came at night when all was still, 
so enter our lives this night. 
Illumine our paths with the light of Christ’s presence, 
that we may clearly see the way, 
know the truth and embrace the life of Jesus Christ, 
our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 

* CAROL 137 He Came Down He Came Down 

1. He came down that we may have love;  
he came down that we may have love;  
he came down that we may have love;  
hallelujah forevermore. 

2. He came down that we may have light;  
he came down that we may have light;  
he came down that we may have light;  
hallelujah forevermore. 

3. He came down that we may have peace;  
he came down that we may have peace;  
he came down that we may have peace;  
hallelujah forevermore. 

4. He came down that we may have joy;  
he came down that we may have joy;  
he came down that we may have joy;  
hallelujah forevermore. 

WELCOME 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANTHEM Sing Noel Allen Pote 

In a stable lies a baby in a manger bed of hay; 
sent from heaven, infant holy, who is born for us today. 

See the mother, with the Christ Child. 
How they shine in radiant light. 

Hear the angels singing sweetly as they carol through the night. 

Bring your gifts, bring honor and praise. Kneel before the blessed King. 
Bow in homage, your voices raise. With the angels join to sing! 

God has spoken through this baby, who is born in lowly stall. 
Let us worship and adore him, who has come to save us all. 

Sing noel, sing noel, God has come to earth. 
Sing noel, sing noel. Tell all the world of the wonderful news of his birth! 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

2  The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 



    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

READING O Emmanuel by Malcolm Guite 

* CAROL 158 Born in the Night, Mary’s Child Mary’s Child 

1. Born in the night, Mary’s Child,  
a long way from your home; 
coming in need, Mary’s Child,  
born in a borrowed room. 

2. Clear shining light, Mary’s Child,  
your face lights up our way; 
Light of the world, Mary’s Child,  
dawn on our darkened day. 

3. Truth of our life, Mary’s Child,  
you tell us God is good; 
yes, it is true, Mary’s Child,  
shown on your cross of wood. 

4. Hope of the world, Mary’s Child,  
you’re coming soon to reign; 
King of the earth, Mary’s Child,  
walk in our streets again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND LESSON 

Psalm 96 
1 O sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 
    tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvelous works among all the peoples. 
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
    he is to be revered above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
    but the Lord made the heavens. 
6 Honor and majesty are before him; 
    strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the Lord in holy splendor; 
    tremble before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, “The Lord is king! 
    The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 
    He will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
    let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
12     let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
13     before the Lord; for he is coming, 
    for he is coming to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with his truth. 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

READING A Christmas Hymn by Richard Wilbur 

 

 

 

 



* CAROL 144 In the Bleak Midwinter Cranham 

1.  In the bleak midwinter,  
frosty wind made moan;  
earth stood hard as iron,  
water like a stone;  
snow had fallen, snow on snow,  
snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him,  
nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away  
when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak midwinter  
a stable place sufficed  
the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 

3.  Angels and archangels  
may have gathered there;  
cherubim and seraphim  
thronged the air; 
but his mother only,  
in her maiden bliss,  
worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 

4. What can I give him,  
poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd,  
I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man,  
I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE OFFERING 

ANTHEM Before the Marvel of This Night Carl Schalk 

Before the marvel of this night Adoring, fold your wings and bow, 
Then tear the sky apart with light And with your news the world endow. 

Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace, That fear and death and sorrow cease: 
Sing peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace, Sing peace, sing gift of peace! 

Awake the sleeping world with song, This is the day the Lord has made. 
Assemble here, celestial throng, In royal splendor come arrayed. 

Give earth a glimpse of heavenly bliss, A teasing taste of what they miss: 
Sing bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss, Sing bliss, sing endless bliss! 

The love that we have known, Our joy and endless light, 
Now to the loveless world be shown, break upon its night. 
Into one song compress the love, the love that rules above: 

Sing love, sing love, Sing love, sing God is love! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIRD LESSON 

Luke 2:1-20 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

 The Word of God for the People of God 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



READING Jesus is Born by Pat Bennett 

* CAROL 110 Love Has Come Bring A Torch 

1. Love has come: a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises: 
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

2. Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers. 
Love! Love! Jesus, Emmanuel. 

3. Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

MEDITATION “On the Shoulders of a Child” Dr. Morton Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CAROL 124 Still, Still, Still Still, Still, Still 

1.  Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill! 
The virgin’s tender arms enfolding, 
warm and safe the child are holding. 
Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill. 

2.  Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep 
while angel hosts from heaven come winging, 
sweetest songs of joy are singing. 
Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep. 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

…Tonight we light this Christ candle, and we declare to all the earth: 
Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives. 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* PASSING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
Please light each candle carefully, leaning the unlit candle toward the lighted one, then passing the 
light to the next person. Please hold the lighted candle upright at all times. Place your candle in a 
basket at the door when leaving. 

* CAROLS FOR THE LIGHT 
O Little Town of Bethlehem, 121 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth. 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

Silent Night, Holy Night! 122 

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,  
‘round yon virgin mother and child!  
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia:   
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 

3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light  
radiant beams from thy holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

4. Silent Night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;  
with the angels let us sing  
Alleluia to our King:   
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 

 



* BENEDICTION 

* CAROL 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol 

 verses 1 & 5 

1.  It came upon the midnight clear,  
that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth,  
to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all,  
from heaven’s all-gracious King”: 
the world in solemn stillness lay,  
to hear the angels sing. 

5. For lo, the days are hastening on,  
by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years  
shall come the time foretold, 
when peace shall over all the earth  
its ancient splendors fling, 
and the whole world give back the song  
which now the angels sing. 

* POSTLUDE Across the Vast Eternal Sky Ola Gjeilo 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Poinsettias 2021 
The Poinsettias gracing our Sanctuary this Christmas Season have been graciously given by: 

 
Janice Agazio – Happy Birthday, Lord Jesus! 

Ed and Catherine Blacka – In honor of our co-pastors. 

Ed and Catherine Blacka – In honor of our church staff. 

Sarah Brenner – In memory of Web Brenner, “God Bless Us, Every One.” 

The Collins Family – Rejoice for Adriana Paige Montgomery. 

Woodrow and Carol Collins – In celebration of marriage and love for Blake and Kelsey Collins. 

The Collins Family – In loving memory of Bonnie Kneick. 

The Collins Family – In loving memory of Gertrude Godard. 

Jackie Crispell – In loving memory of Barton Bruce. 

Amy & Pat Curran - In joyful celebration of Christ’s birth. 

The Eichhorn Family - In honor and memory of our parents and grandparents. 

Louise and Paul Eyes – In loving memory of Maggie Colwell, Perry Colwell and Doris and Leonard Eyes. 

The Fazzari Family – Celebrating the Light of the World! 

Bettye Fennell and Family – In memory of our husband and father, Frank Fennell, Sr. 

Jeff and Natalie Funk – Joy to the World! 

Amy & Mark Hamilton – In celebration of Elena’s birthday on December 22. 

Morton and Sue Lowcock Harris – In memory of Doris and Ed Lowcock. 

Morton and Sue Lowcock Harris – In memory of Otha and Martha Harris and Tim Harris. 

Morton and Sue Lowcock Harris – To remember all who have been affected by COVID-19. 

Alice Haskins – In memory of my husband, Augustus (Gus) Haskins. 

Aimee Jacobs – In memory of my grandparents. 

Suzann Jamaris – Joyful Christmas memories of Reva Gregg. 

Joan Kammerer – In memory of David Kammerer. 

Tracy Krzys – In honor of Lyla and Carter. 

Catherine Lambert – In memory of Joel Prescott. 

Barb & Sarah Reinhardt - In loving memory of our parents/grandparents, Peter and Norene Linder. 

Emma Rentkiewicz - In honor of my brothers Thomas Quade and David Rentkiewicz. 

Larry & Nancy Rentkiewicz – Merry Christmas! 

Margot Watson – In memory of Jan Watson. 

Margot Watson and Bob LeCompte – In honor of our children, Molly, Emily and Christopher LeCompte.  

Kathy & Tom Woods – With gratitude to the church staff! 

Betsy Weingarten – In loving memory of my parents, Shirley and Murray Weingarten. 

Nick, April, Sarah and Nicholas Yuran – Joy to the World! 

 



WELCOME TO CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

We welcome you to this household of faith tonight, and pray that as you celebrate the birth of Christ 
you will be filled with God’s gifts of hope, peace, joy, and a great and generous love. 

May God’s Holy light, shining in Jesus Christ, fill your life. 

During the Coronavirus pandemic, we are leaving some windows open in the Sanctuary.  
We ask those who gather for in-person worship to wear masks that cover nose and mouth, 

 and leave every other pew open. Thank you. 

Thank you to our Ushers, Greeters, and Audio Team for tonight’s services: 
5:00 p.m. Margot Watson, Nancy Rentkiewicz, Laura Burris, Tracy Krzys 

7:00 p.m. Margot Watson, Chris LeCompte, Francois Ngijoi, Jonathan St. John,  
Mark Turton 

9:00 p.m.  Ron Huffman, Barry Firebaugh 

11:00 p.m.  Sharon Glennen, Tracy Krzys 

Childcare for Infants and Toddlers is available tonight during the 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. and  
9:00 p.m. services. Ask an usher for directions to the Nursery. 

Holiday Office Hours:  The church office will be closed Monday, December 27, through Saturday, 
January 1, 2022 and Monday, January 3, 2022. The Church Office and Building will reopen on 
Tuesday, January 4, 2022. 

Come One, Come All to Worship on the First Sunday after Christmas, Sunday, December 26 
and again on Epiphany Sunday, January 2, 2022! There will be one family-friendly worship 
service at 10:00 a.m. both Sundays. Nursery care will be available during the worship service. There 
will be no Church School or Worship Bridge. All are welcome! 

Are you looking for a church home? First Presbyterian Church is a community of people who 
are enthusiastic about walking the way of Jesus Christ together. You can speak with any of the 
Pastors, Elders, Deacons or any member of First Presbyterian Church about what it means to be 
part of this company of Jesus’ friends. You can visit our website to find out more about our mission 
and ministry, www.firstpreshc.org. And Pastor Morton and Pastor Sue would also be pleased to 
speak with you, just call the Church Office at 410.730.3545.  

Regular Sunday Morning Worship schedule resumes on January 9, 2022 
8:30 a.m. Worship – in-person 

10:30 a.m. Worship – hybrid – in-person and livestream  

Church School - The Education Hour - ages 2 through Adult  
resumes on Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. 

Visit our website to see what is happening: www.firstpreshc.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, Maryland 21045 
410.730.3545 

www.firstpreshc.org 
Ministers: All the members of the church 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 

Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 

Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 

Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 

Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  

Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
The Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalcyzk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


