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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Epiphany 
Communion 
January 2, 2022 

10:00 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service  

 
GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

The presence of the star does not excuse us from the  
difficult territory through which it is guiding us. 

  David Whyte 

 Gathering Music 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
God’s glory has risen upon us. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Jesus, light of the world: 
as we travel far and fast, 
lead us forward to the day 
when all will see your shining light. … 
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Jesus, light of the world: 
let your bright star stand over the place 
where the poor have to live; 
and then lead our sages to wisdom 
and our rulers to reverence. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 147 The First Nowell The First Nowell 

(continues on the next page) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of changed plans: 
when the Magi heard in a dream 
that they were to take a new way home –  
a different path, an untraveled road – they did. 
      (continues on next page) 
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We confess that we are not very flexible, 
or open to modification. 
We fail to hear your invitation. 
We struggle to make room for you in our hearts or in the world. 
We resist change that might be holy. 
We have trouble admitting  
that there is more than one road home. 
Forgive us O God; 
Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. 
Light the way. 
Walk us home. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 110, verse 1   Love Has Come 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Response of Praise 110, verse 3   Love Has Come 

(singing together) 

 
 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Isaiah 60:1-6 

60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Matthew 2:1-12 

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 
and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon Star Signs Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from the Confession of 1967 

Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus, 
whose faith and obedience   
were the response of the perfect child of God. 
Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, 
the beginning of the new creation  
and the pioneer of the new humanity. 
Jesus gave history its meaning and direction 
and called the church to be his servant  
for the reconciliation of the world. 
Thanks be to God. 
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* Hymn 145 What Child Is This Greensleeves 
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 The Offering 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers for a New Year 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

Those worshipping in the Sanctuary will share communion by coming forward down the center aisle to one 
of two stations at the front of the Sanctuary. 
Each station will have both red wine and white grape juice. Gluten free bread is available from the server at 
the center (between the two stations.) You may come to a station by family/friend group and take 
communion together. 

Pause for a moment and stand at the station to receive communion.  

The server will place the bread in your hand. Lower your mask and eat the bread. Pick up the small cup of 
wine or juice from the tray, and drink the cup while standing at the station. Place the emptied cups in the 
basket on the first pew. Then return to your seat by the side aisle. We have all the time we need. 

 Invitation to the Table 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 God is here. 
 The Spirit is with us. 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open them to God and one another. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, as we pray 
together:] 

 God in heaven, your name is to be honored. 
May your new community of hope be realized  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from wrongdoing  
as we also release those who wrong us. 
Do not test us beyond our enduring; 
save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, 
now and to the end of time. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We share the bread and the cup around the table 
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary. 

 Music at Communion 
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  Prayer After Communion (together) 

 God of Wonder, 
in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. 
As you have come among us here and now, 
send us out in joy,  
eager to share the good news of your love. 
We ask this in the name of your Child Jesus, 
through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever. Amen. 

 Song After Communion  Sing Praises All You People 

Sing praises, all you people, sing praises to the Lord. 
Sing praises, all you people, sing praises to the Lord. 

SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 150 As with Gladness Men of Old Dix 
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* Closing Responses 

We set out on a journey. 
A different path, a new way, an untraveled road. 

We set out on a journey. 
The path is before us. 

We set out on the journey. The star shines. 
And God is walking us home. 

* Benediction 

* Response (singing together)  This Little Light of Mine 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 Postlude 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s Prayer of Confession is adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, a 
Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art LLC. https://sanctifiedart.org 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sanctifiedart.org/


12 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 
 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

