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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Seventh Sunday After Epiphany 
February 20, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service  
 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

You are the land that waits for the light, the black board that waits for the white chalk of the draughtsman 
who walks toward you with that chalk in his hand…God is coming to you. 

  Carlo Carretto 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

To Pharisees minding their business  
and fishermen mending their nets: 
Christ calls:  follow me! 

To the young and the old, the power-brokers and the vulnerable: 
Christ calls:  follow me! 

Then and now, willing or doubting, ready or not: 
Christ calls:  follow me! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of kindness, 
interrupting our vicious cycles 
of resentment and revenge: 
teach us the way of forgiveness 
beyond all accounting 
and to love the gift that has no measure; 
through Jesus Christ who died for all. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 619 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven Lauda Anima 

  (Psalm 103) 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God our Creator, 
your call to discipleship is demanding. 
We confess our weariness. We ignore your voice. 
We invest love where it can be repaid. 
We spend money where it yields gain. 
We advance blessing we can bank on. 
We hold grudges with interest. 
We do all of this with no recognition 
of how deeply we are indebted to you. 
Forgive us our debts, God of grace, 
and from your compassionate heart, 
pour your mercy on us, 
that we may live in a way that is pleasing to you, 
and builds your beloved community 
every day. 
Amen. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 633, verse 3 (singing together) Praise Ye the Lord 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Response of Praise 740, refrain (singing together) Lead Me, Guide Me 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I 
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or 
angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for 
you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you 
have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so 
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 

15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked 
with him. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Luke 6:27-38 

27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 
your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, 
do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But 
love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be 
great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 
wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Be Merciful, As God is Merciful Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Confession of 1967 

We believe that the reconciling work of Jesus 
was the supreme crisis in the life of humankind. 
His cross and resurrection 
become personal crisis and present hope 
when the gospel is proclaimed and believed. 
In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to all, 
moves us to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, 
and initiates the new life in Christ. 
We believe that the new life takes shape 
in a community in which we know that God loves 
and accepts us in spite of what we are. 
We therefore accept ourselves and love others, 
knowing that now one has any ground on which to stand,  
except God’s grace. 
Thanks be to God! 
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* Hymn 692 Spirit, Open My Heart Wild Mountain Thyme 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Fountain of goodness, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Receive our prayers, O God, 
and fill us with the radiance of Christ’s love. 
Make us instruments of your peace, 
that where there is hatred, we may sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon;  
and where there is despair, hope. 
Grant that we may seek to console, to understand 
and to love in your name. 
Amen. 

 The Offering 

* Doxology 609 (singing together) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 754 Help Us Accept Each Other Baronita 
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* Closing Responses 

This is the day that God has made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

We will not offer God 
Offerings that cost us nothing. 

Go in peace to love and serve 
We will seek peace and pursue it. 

In the name of the Trinity of Love, 
God in community, holy and one. 

* Benediction 

* Response 700, verse 1 (singing together) I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Postlude 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  The Prayer for Sunday Morning is adapted from Prayers for an Inclusive Church, by Steven 
Shakespeare. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 
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