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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

The Transfiguration of Christ 
February 27, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service  
 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

May you meet God in every place, in every person, and in the depths of your own heart. 
  A Welcoming Blessing, by Jan Sutch Pickard 

 Prelude Menuet alternat from Sonata VI J.E. Galliard 

  Evelyn Mogren, trombone 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Lord Jesus Christ, as morning dawns, 
be our light in this new day. 
Let our lives reflect your glory, 
our words show your goodness, 
and our actions shine with your grace, 
as people changed and changing  
through your redeeming presence. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God our Creator, your call to discipleship is demanding. 
We confess our weariness.  
We fail to listen to your voice. 
We have not loved as you command. 
We have not spoken truly. 
We have not cared for creation, 
nor have we cared for ourselves according to your will. 
What we intend, we have not pursued; 
what we mean to avoid, we embrace. 
God of grace, forgive us, 
and from your compassionate heart, 
pour your mercy on us, 
that in all our thoughts, words and deeds 
our lives might come to honor you, 
and build your beloved community. 
Amen. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 633, verse 4 (singing together) Praise Ye the Lord 

 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 
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* Response of Praise 740 (singing together) Lead Me, Guide Me 
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 Words of Welcome 

ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Exodus 34:29-35 

29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the 
two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face 
shone because he had been talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw 
Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But 
Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, 
and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them 
in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses 
had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses went in 
before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and 
when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites 
would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put 
the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Luke 9:28-43a 

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and 
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance 
of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two 
men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his 
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his 
companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw 
his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said 
to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, 
a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the 
cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to 
him!” 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in 
those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 

37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met 
him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he 
is my only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him 
until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. 40 I begged your 
disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 41 Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse 
generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 
42 While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus 
rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And all 
were astounded at the greatness of God. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Power and Light Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) adapted from the Confession of Belhar 

We believe that the church must together 
come to know the height and the breadth 
and the depth of the love of Christ. 
We believe that together 
we are built up to the stature of Christ, the new humanity. 
We believe that we must together 
know and bear one another’s burdens, 
thereby fulfilling the law of Christ. 
We believe that we are called  
to admonish and comfort one another; 
to suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness; 
to pray together; 
and together to serve God in this world. 
Thanks be to God! 

* Hymn 314 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness Christ, Be Our Light 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Fountain of goodness, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

God of blessing, 
you call us to be one with you and your creation 
in love, faithfulness and truth. 
Help us to carry out the vows we make: 
to adore you with our whole heart, 
to live in mutual support of one another, 
and to love as if your reign had fully come. 
Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Arioso from Concerto in F Minor J.S. Bach 

   Evelyn Mogren, trombone 

* Doxology 609 (singing together) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 744 Arise, Your Light Is Come! Festal Song 

 

* Closing Responses 

This is the day that God has made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

We will not offer God 
Offerings that cost us nothing. 

Go in peace to love and serve 
We will seek peace and pursue it. 

In the name of the Trinity of Love, 
God in community, holy and one. 
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* Benediction 

* Response 700, verse 1 (singing together) I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Postlude 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

