FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
February 27, 2022

TODAY
8:30 a.m. EARLY SERVICE in the Sanctuary
Please wear a mask and sit every other pew. Hymnals and Bibles are available
in the bookracks in the Upper Commons. Following worship, please return
them to the racks.
10:30 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. We ask
those in the Sanctuary to continue to wear a mask and sit every other pew.
Hymnals and Bibles are available in the bookracks in the Upper Commons.
Following worship, please return them to the racks. This worship service is
being livestreamed to the internet, and you may appear on our Facebook page
and YouTube channel.
FOR OUR 10:30 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION
The link will open around 10:20 a.m.
Here’s a few ideas about how to make a home worship space. This Sunday,
February 27, is The Transfiguration of Christ. The Liturgical color is White.
Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can join in the liturgy at home. You can
find the week’s materials on the website: www.firstpreshc.org
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Akua wishing a Happy
Birthday to Nana – thankful for 90 years of God’s blessings, miracles and love; and
by Wilma and Bill with Happy Birthday wishes to their grandkids – Simon, Sydney
and Gabi.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
WORSHIP BAGS: Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service.
GODLY PLAY
Godly Play for children age 4 through 1st grade will resume during the 10:30 a.m.
worship service NEXT Sunday, March 6. Children need to wear a mask.
WORSHIP BRIDGE
Worship Bridge for children in 2nd through 5th grade will be available during the
10:30 a.m. worship service (except on Communion Sundays). Children will leave to
go to Worship Bridge after the Children’s Prayer and will return later in the service.
Children need to wear a mask.
AS PART OF THEIR CONFIRMATION PREPARATION, members of the 2022 class
assist in worship. This morning’s Confirmand Liturgists are Thomas, Owen (8:30)
and Katie (10:30).
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY:
Ushers & Greeters: MJ, Ron (8:30); Chrissy (10:30)
Tech Crew: Laura, Jonathan, Mark, Margot

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2022
Please pray for: Virgie, Dave, Dylan, Mike, Natalie and Jeff, Paula, Evelyn and Stacy
and Family, Doris, Maria, Martin, Pat, Barb, Ruthie and Family, Shirley; for
everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House;
those in our congregation who have tested positive for Covid-19; infants and
children as they wait to be eligible for vaccinations; healthcare workers and
essential employees working during Covid-19 pandemic; those in the
congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa Presbiterio in Guatemala who have
tested positive for Covid.
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Non-Resident Members: Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb
Friends & Family: Velaria, Jan, Myrna, Evan, Cathy, Rosalie, Emily and her brother,
Al, Heather, Jane, Aaron, Sarah, Frank, Eyler, Matt, Gail, Erika, Bill, Khalid’s mother,
Marcella, Eleanor.
Celebrations: Nana who celebrated her 90th birthday on February 24th.
Janet and Brett on the birth of their new granddaughter Evelyn Joan, born on
Monday, February 21, 2022, proud parents are Zachary and Savannah.
Deaths: May the peace of Christ be with Kris and family, in the death of their
husband, father and grandfather, Mil on February 21, 2022.
May the peace of Christ be with Ed and Catherine, in the death of
Ed’s brother-in-law, George, on February 24, 2022.
Care Center: Burta, Carol, Paul, Barbara, Bob, Beth
Bereaved: Bruce; Mispa, David and Ilene, Amanda, Cheryl, Mike, Mandy, Rebecca
and Jeremy, Doria, Agnes and Roy, Chuck and family
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball;
Leslie Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel
Please contact one of the Pastors: Morton Harris or Sue Lowcock Harris,
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
William Edward Burghardt (W.E.B.) Du Bois (February 23, 1868 – August 27,
1963) was an American civil rights activist, leader, Pan-Africanist, sociologist,
educator, historian, writer, editor, poet, and scholar. He was born in Great
Barrington, Massachusetts a town largely made up of European Americans; there
Du Bois freely attended school with white children. When it came time for college,
the town raised funds to send him to Fisk University in Tennessee. It was at Fisk
that Du Bois encountered institutional racism for the first time. Jim Crow laws
were strictly enforced: blacks could not use the same drinking fountains,
restrooms, restaurants, banks, or schools as white people. While he was studying
abroad in Berlin, and talking with prominent social scientists, Du Bois decided to
write about racism and the African-American experience. His most well-known
book is The Souls of Black Folk (1903). In 1905, Du Bois met with 30 other AfricanAmerican scholars, artists, and activists in Canada, near Niagara Falls, to discuss
the challenges that people of color faced. The men had to meet in Canada because
blacks were not allowed in rooms at white-run U.S. hotels. From this “Niagara
Movement” sprang the formation of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (1909), which still exists today to fight racism and
bridge cultural divides. Du Bois was the first African-American to earn a Ph.D. from
Harvard University. He became a naturalized citizen of Ghana at the age of 95,
where he died in 1963, exactly one day before Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his
epochal “I Have A Dream” speech at the March on Washington.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2022
(CONTINUED)
We also remember: On February 29, 1968 President Lyndon Johnson appointed
the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, to search for the roots of
riding violence in the United States as it surfaced in the growing hostility between
whites and African-Americans. The Commission’s report named such factors as
unemployment, education, housing and poverty, but the root cause identified was
“the insidious and pervasive white sense of the inferiority of black [people.]”
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week,
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands. Pray for:
 Overcoming cultural, linguistic and political barriers and suspicions that
remain divisive.
 The haunting legacies of colonization and quests for economic gain.
 Immigrants who are alienated or marginalized in these societies.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: https://www.oikoumene.org

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2022
We pray for the mission of our congregation.
La Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa Presbytery – The Stove Project
As part of our Guatemala Partnership, we fund the installation of Onil stoves in
members’ homes. These stoves replace open, unvented fires in the homes and use
only 30% of the firewood needed for cooking over an open fire. Through 2020, our
congregation has purchased and installed 164 stoves.

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS
Choir & Bell Rehearsals Resuming!
Choir rehearsals will resume Thursday, March 3, 7:30 p.m. Please wear a mask.
Bell rehearsals will resume Wednesday, March 9, 7:30 p.m. Please wear a mask.
DATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS in 2022
Go to http://firstpreshc.org/sanctuary-flowers The flowers cost $35. Please send a
check to the church office or via PayPal. Questions? Contact Church Administrator,
Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE SERVED on Sunday, March 6
We will share the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, March 6 at both
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship services.
The Elders and Deacons who are serving communion will come to you and serve
you in your seat in the pew. Since we are currently sitting in every other pew, the
servers will stand in the open pew in front of you to serve you. They will place the
bread in your hand. Regular and gluten-free bread will both be available; please
simply tell the server if you would like gluten-free bread. When they have served
everyone in your pew (and are no longer standing in front of you) you may feel
free to lower your mask and eat the bread. When the servers offer the tray of wine
and juice (again, they will stand in the open pew in front of you), simply pick up
the small cup from the tray. As had been our custom before Covid, please hold the
cup until all are served, and drink together. It would be a great help if at the close
of worship you placed the used cups in the bins.

A WORD ABOUT SHARING COMMUNION AT HOME Next Sunday, March 6
Those worshipping at home are welcome to join those in the Sanctuary in sharing
Communion. You will need to prepare a few things before worship begins: wine
or grape juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind, gluten free or with gluten.
You will want a napkin or a plate for the bread, and something to hold the wine or
juice – a wine glass, a juice glass, even a coffee mug would be fine. Please use bread
and wine/juice. It is our custom to eat the bread when it is served and hold the cup
so that all may partake together.
Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us

PREPARING FOR LENT
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
This year’s Lenten devotional is called “Return to Me” and is designed for use by
everyone – from children to adults. It includes prompts to be used as a guide in
your daily practice of seeking God and loving and serving your neighbor.
The devotional is available for pickup in the Upper
Commons. A daily prompt will also be posted in our
Facebook Devotional Discussion group.
If you are unable to make it to church, email Virginia
Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) to request a
devotional by mail.
ASH WEDNESDAY – the Beginning of Lent – March 2, 2022
Worship in-person at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
A service of prayer and song.
This is a service of prayer, meditation, and song to help
us mark the start of the Lenten season as a
congregation and as individuals as disciples of Jesus.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
Classes are being held in person in the church building and on Zoom.
Visit http://www.firstpreshc.org/adult-sunday-school/ for information on how to
access these hybrid classes. If attending in person, please wear a mask.
THE BIBLE IN DEPTH facilitated by Doyle
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom and in the Parlor
This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the Old
Testament. All are invited to jump right in!
A QUICK LOOK AT THE WHYS AND WHEREFORES OF THE REFORMATION
with Bill
Sunday, February 27 at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom and in Room 258
2/27 Week 4) Money has nothing/everything to do with it

LENT IN PLAIN SIGHT led by Bruce
Sundays, March 6 through April 3, at 9:30 a.m.
“God works through the ordinary: people, objects, things we bump up against
moment by moment. The question for us is: Are we open to God’s presence in our
lives?” These words are from a Lenten devotional book by Jill Duffield called Lent
in Plain Sight. Duffield is editor of The Presbyterian Outlook and holds MDiv and
DMin degrees. Her recent book will be the basis of this Lenten adult education
class that uses scripture, questions, and prayer to focus on ordinary objects such
as coins, bread, and stones, to help us better understand the biblical account of
Jesus’ final days. Along the way, we’ll listen for God speaking to us through these
and other ordinary objects in our lives. We’ll also discuss Christian Lenten practices
like the Penitence tradition of giving something up, and ways of fasting and
meditating to deepen our experience.
WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS
Stay home, pull up your comfy chair, bring your favorite beverage appropriate to
the hour, and read the Bible with friends. What could be better than this?!
Wednesday Morning Group returns to meeting in-person beginning this
Wednesday, March 2! We’re gathering in Branch Hall. Bring your own beverages.
Please remember to wear a mask. Every Wednesday Morning:
9:30 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Group meets on Zoom: 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
No class Wednesday, March 2 due to Ash Wednesday Service.
This study meets on Zoom – and don’t hesitate to bring your supper or dessert!
To attend, click here to register on Zoom – After registering, you will receive a
confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
See you on Wednesday evening!
If you’ve been thinking about strengthening your knowledge or deepening your
relationship with the Bible, now is a good opportunity. Register by clicking the
Zoom button – and Zoom will then send you the link, which (bonus!) is good
through the end of May. Put the link in your calendar so you can find it – and see
you online! If you have questions, please be in touch with Pastor Sue.
2022 Lent Study – Get Ready! Order your book now!
Witness at the Cross: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Friday, by Amy-Jill Levine
March 9 – April 13
Amy-Jill Levine, a New Testament scholar who teaches at Vanderbilt University, is
one of our favorite authors. She’s written a new book for Lent which looks at the
people who the gospels tell us were witnesses to Jesus’ crucifixion. As with her
other study books, she’s made a video series to accompany our conversation.

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
SUNDAY CHAT & GAMES
Join us NEXT Sunday March 6th at 2:00 p.m. for another hour of virtual fun and
games. We’ll gather online to learn more about each other and play games
designed to get you thinking and laughing. If you haven’t participated before, email
sharonglennen9804@gmail.com to be put on the Zoom invitation list.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Sunday School for children and youth is currently meeting in person. All classes
meet at 9:30 a.m. Email DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, if you
have any questions.
NURSERY IS OPEN!
On Sunday mornings the Nursery is open for children age 4 and under. Children
age 3 and up are encouraged to wear a mask. Other Covid health and safety
protocols will be followed. For more details or questions email DCE Virginia
Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org).
CONFIRMATION CLASS
Will attend the Ash Wednesday Service on March 2, 2022, arrive at 6:50 p.m.
Next Class - Thursday, March 3, 2022, 6:30-8:00 p.m. – Room 258
MASSANETTA MIDDLE SCHOOL CONFERENCE
The dates for this year’s Massanetta Middle School Conference are Tuesday –
Friday, July 12-15, 2022. Youth currently in 5th– 8thgrade are eligible to attend this
trip. Registration begins Tuesday, March 1 so please check your email for more
information. If you did not receive an email with registration information, please
contact Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org).
YOUTH GROUP
The Wednesday Youth meetings in the parking lot will take a break during January
and February, because of the cold weather and also because of omicron. We’ll
restart on Wednesday, March 9, with a firepit meal! Looking forward to seeing you
then!
Questions? Email DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org)

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
PDA BLUE T-SHIRT SUNDAY is next Sunday, March 6
The First Sunday in Lent is designated “Wear your blue T-shirt
to church Sunday” as a testament to one of the ways One
Great Hour of Sharing makes a difference for disaster survivors
around the world. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance urges all
congregations to participate in a “blue-out” on this day. If you
do not have a blue PDA T-shirt, be creative – wear a blue shirt,
blue hat or blue flowers.
To learn more about the history of
https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/blue-tshirts/
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
One of our mission partners, Luminus, is leading the Afghan Alliance of Maryland,
to help newly-arrived Afghans settle in. We are looking for someone to work with
Mission Committee member Sara Watson to be the liaison between our church
and the Alliance, to stay informed and sort requests for help. Please contact Sara
if you are called to fill that role – churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Also, if you want to volunteer as an individual (many tasks needed),
visit https://www.beluminus.org/programs/afghan-alliance/.

DEACONS PROJECTS
MARCH FOOD DRIVE FOR HOWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS
Through the Howard Community College campus food pantry, named for
Vivian C. “Millie” Bailey and William Harrison Bailey, the Fueling Dragons program
is helping students who are experiencing food insecurity. Fueling Dragons is a
series of programs designed to increase students’ knowledge about nutrition,
support students in making healthy choices, and baking and pancake mixes provide
access to healthier food options through meal kits, recipes, education, and
workshops.
Before the pandemic hit in 2020, the pantry gave away over 2,300 pounds of food
and self-care items to students each month. With the pandemic still affecting many
of our students, we anticipate students will continue to utilize the program
throughout this year.
First Presbyterian has a long-standing history of helping with food insufficiency
locally and beyond. This year we are doing a targeted food drive in the month of
March to help them keep their pantry stocked. There will be labeled bins in the
Upper Commons and outside the kitchen door clearly labeled for March HCC Food
Drive. Deacons will hold a “drive by drop off” on Saturday, March 19, 2022 from
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in the back lot, for your convenience. The last date to bring
food to the church is Sunday March 27, 2022.
Questions? Contact Amanda or Janet or churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
You can help by donating the most needed non-perishable items:
 First ingredient whole grain cereals (prefer less than 6g sugar)
 Shelf-stable low-fat dairy and non-dairy milk
 100% whole wheat pastas
 Brown or wild rice
 Dried lentils and beans
 Low- or no salt canned vegetables (under 140g sodium, under 4g sugar
 Low- or no slat broths and soups (under 480g sodium, under 3g fat)
 Canned tuna in water
 Olive and vegetable oils
 Canned fruit (low sugar less than 12g)
 100% fruit juices, Vegetable juices
 Seasonings/Spices
 Soap
 Shampoo/Conditioner
 Toothpaste/Toothbrushes
 Feminine hygiene products
JUST ONE CAN…PLUS!!! – February – Fight Against Cold
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling.
Suggestions are: beans – dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken, canned
soups, stews, pasta, oatmeal. Please leave your donations in the storage box by
the back entrance (near the mailbox). Thank you on behalf on the Deacons and
the Food-Stressed of Howard County. As always, the generous support of the
congregation is greatly appreciated.

NEWCOMER GATHERINGS
NEWCOMER GATHERINGS
It’s been a joy to welcome guests and newcomers into the life of First Church
during these Covid times. We’re so happy that you have been faithfully
worshipping, learning, growing and serving God with us. We hope you are finding
a warm welcome, and a place in our common life through these worrisome times.
Our congregation has spread to include people who do not live locally, and we’re
thrilled that you are here, too. We’d love a chance to meet up, get to know you
more personally, and have you get to know more about the church. And if you’ve
been considering formal membership in First Presbyterian Church, we’d like to
make that happen!
In the next few weeks, there are three opportunities for you to meet with the CoPastors and a few members of Session: two in-person times and one Zoom
gathering.
 TODAY Sunday, February 27 at 9:30 a.m. (after the first service) in Branch Hall
 TODAY Sunday, February 27 at 11:45 a.m. (after the second service)
in Branch Hall
and
 NEXT Sunday, March 6 at 11:45 a.m. (after the second service) via Zoom.
Here’s the link, after registering you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctdOuhqj0oHdFDvRsu79N8ep
vaY3YWyq0d
The gatherings will last about an hour. We’ll have time for conversation and we
can formalize your membership as well. Speak with Morton or Sue, email or text
us, or call the church office to let us know you are planning to attend. Childcare is
available if we know in advance.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2022:
HONORING BLACK FEMALE POETS
Poetry has been described as being a view into the experiences and emotions of
the poet, through their own language, arranged in a way that echoes their use of
both the written and spoken word. This month, we will highlight the lives and work
of four Black female poets.
As you read about their lives and absorb their works,
consider how their lives differ from your own.
What is different?
Why is it different?
How are you alike?
What emotions did the works evoke?

Patti (Spady) Ross honors Lucille Clifton (1936–2010)
I have been writing poetry all my life. It started with family obituaries and speeches
for contests and school events. It has evolved to create good memories, provide
truthful context to my ancestral history, and document the discourse of life. I am a
fan of many poets. I will honor Lucille Clifton (Maryland Poet Laureate 1979-1982)
here. Clifton was a Baltimore resident who wrote poems of African American
experience in this county and the endurance and doggedness it takes to survive in
America as a person of color. My favorite of her poems is Come Celebrate with Me.
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50974/wont-you-celebrate-with-me
My bio: Patti (Spady) Ross graduated from Washington, DC’s Duke Ellington School
for the Performing Arts, The American University and The Keller Graduate School of
Management. As a lifetime learner, Patti holds a certificate in Writing for Social
Justice from the University of California, Berkley. In addition to her performance
career, she used her college degree in print media to freelance several of her
journalist pieces gaining publication in the Washington Times and the Rural America
newspapers. She is sharing her voice as the spoken word artist “little pi.” Her debut
chapbook, St. Paul Street Provocations, was released in 2021 by Yellow Arrow
Publishing. Her poem “Indemnity” was nominated for the 2021 Pushcart Prize. Patti
is a former board member for the Maryland Writers Association and lives in Ellicott
City, MD. You can follow her blog at: https://littlepisuniverse.com
Here is a video of a 2021 reading:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmhkcNOOluc
You may purchase my book online at most book retailers and here:
https://www.yellowarrowpublishing.com/store/st-paul-street-provocationspaperback
https://www.theivybookshop.com/upcomingevent/26506
Patti Ross will have a reading on Thursday, March 3, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. in
The Ivy Bookshop in Baltimore City.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can
continue to give, http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/ In-person worshippers may
leave their offering in the basket in the Upper Commons after the worship service.
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of February 23, 2022
Actual Expenses as of February 23, 2022
Total

$156,792.56
143,073.64
$13,718.92

It takes an average of $2,198.00 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission of
the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 6 days ahead/(behind).

PER CAPITA FOR 2022 is $38.13
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger
church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our
congregation is required to pay this amount for each member of the church. Have
you paid your per capita? Thank you to those 52 people who have paid already!

CHURCH STAFF
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff,
please send an email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woody Collins, Church Sexton

The Church Office and Building are now open. The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. MondayWednesday and Friday – Saturday; and from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. on Thursday. The outside doors are
locked during this time, please call the church office, 410-730-3545, when you arrive. Please contact the
Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building at other times.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry Area.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please send articles
by email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, March 10, 2022 for April 2022 Issues. Then watch your
inbox every week!

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
COVID-19 VACCINATION POLICY
As of June 1, 2021, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
requires that all volunteer leaders** of any indoor church-sponsored activity be
fully vaccinated against COVID19. Fully vaccinated means that on the day of
participation, one is at least 14 days past completing the recommended vaccine
series.
As of January 25, 2022, the Session continues to require all volunteer leaders of
any indoor church-sponsored activity to be fully vaccinated against Covid 19, and
strongly encourages volunteer leaders to get recommended boosters as available.
** “Volunteer leaders” includes but is not limited to church staff, technical crew,
liturgists, ushers, greeters, musicians, choir members, Sunday school teachers,
nursery providers, communion preparers, mission or discipleship activity
volunteers and liturgical dancers, whether the event is on church grounds or
elsewhere.
BUILDING REOPENING UPDATE (updated 11/16/2021, 1/25/2022)
The Session approved recommendations for worship in the church:
1. THAT we continue to require masks to be worn in the building through
June 1, 2022.
2. THAT we continue to ask people to sit every-other-pew in the Sanctuary
through June 1, 2022
3. THAT we no longer require 6-foot side-to-side distance in worship, but
encourage people to ask those already seated in the pew before sitting
next to them in the Sanctuary. WAM has removed the colorful seatingindication tape from the pews. Social distancing during informal
conversation is to continue.
Remember that Session previously approved (10/26/2021) the following
Recommendations for the use of rooms in the Church at other times.
1. Church groups and outside user groups may schedule meetings and meet
inside the Church in designated rooms. Use of masks is required until
further notice. Room reservations must be made through the church
office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
2. Osher Institute started using the sanctuary on November 1, 2021.
3. Inspirit Counseling is using their office space for appointments.
4. Church and outside groups may schedule use of the outdoor church
grounds through the church office fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Only one
group may meet at a time.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship
Please wear a mask and observe social distancing.

FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc
LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org
CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO CHURCH OFFICE
MONDAY – WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE OPEN ON THURSDAYS, 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
OR YOU CAN SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
(THE OUTSIDE DOORS WILL BE LOCKED, PLEASE CALL UPON ARRIVAL FOR ENTRY.)
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
Sunday, February 27th
TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST | BLACK HISTORY MONTH
8:30 a.m. Early Worship in the Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Sunday School for all ages
Newcomer Gathering
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid
The Worship Bridge
11:45 a.m. Nominating Committee
Newcomer Gathering
4:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service
Tuesday, March 1st
SHROVE TUESDAY
1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Pastor-Parish-Personnel via Zoom
Peacemaking Social Justice Committee via Zoom
7:30 p.m. Strengthening the Church via Zoom
Wednesday, March 2nd
ASH WEDNESDAY
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Study Group, in-person
6:50 p.m. Confirmation Class
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service
Thursday, March 3rd
9:00 a.m. ROMEOS Breakfast
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Friday, March 4th
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins
Saturday, March 5th
FIRST PRES PRIDE DAY – WEAR YOUR T-SHIRTS
Sunday, March 6th
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT | COMMUNION
PDA BLUE T-SHIRT SUNDAY | GIFTS OF WOMEN MONTH
8:30 a.m. Early Worship in the Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid
The Worship Bridge
11:45 a.m. Nominating Committee
Newcomer Gathering via Zoom
2:00 p.m. Online Sunday Chat and Games via Zoom
4:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service

