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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Second Sunday in Lent 
Celebrating the Gifts of Women 
March 13, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service  
 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Lord, in this sacred place where even the boards and beams speak of your name,  
help me to be still and know that I am enfolded in your love. 

  after Peter Millar 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

We live in the shelter of the Most High. 
God is our refuge and fortress, our shelter and shade. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Brooding Spirit 
beneath your wings there is creation and life: 
accompany us on the difficult path 
with the disappeared and the broken, 
the fearful and the vengeful, 
until we find the way to the city of our peace, 
where we are accepted as we are; 
through the cross of Jesus Christ, 
our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 11 Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud Aberystwyth 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy One, 
we bring you our happiness and our weariness, 
our disappointments, our hopes, and our needs. 
You invite us to walk with you, but we resist. 
We wander far from you, 
seeking other companions, going in a different direction. 
We do not trust your prophets in our time. 
We fail to recognize you in our midst. 
We squander your grace. 
We bring you everything and tip it out in front of you. 
Light up the things we need to see. 
Show us the doors we need to open 
and the paths we need to take. 
Be beside us as we go 
so that the work we do is your work 
and the roads are your roads, 
leading to your presence.  

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response (singing together)   Let All Who Are Thirsty Come 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Response 448 (singing together)  Peace of God Be With You 

 

 Words of Welcome 

 Welcome New Members 

 Presentation of Presbyterian Women Awards 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 27 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
    whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When evildoers assail me 
    to devour my flesh— 
my adversaries and foes— 
    they shall stumble and fall. 
3 Though an army encamp against me, 
    my heart shall not fear; 
though war rise up against me, 
    yet I will be confident. 
4 One thing I asked of the LORD, 
    that will I seek after: 
to live in the house of the LORD 
    all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the LORD, 
    and to inquire in his temple. 
5 For he will hide me in his shelter 
    in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
    he will set me high on a rock. 
6 Now my head is lifted up 
    above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, 
    be gracious to me and answer me! 
8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 
    Your face, LORD, do I seek. 
9     Do not hide your face from me. 
Do not turn your servant away in anger, 
    you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, 
    O God of my salvation! 
10 If my father and mother forsake me, 
    the LORD will take me up. 
11 Teach me your way, O LORD, 
    and lead me on a level path 
    because of my enemies. 
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12 Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, 
    for false witnesses have risen against me, 
    and they are breathing out violence. 
13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD 
    in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the LORD; 
    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
    wait for the LORD! 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. 
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge. 
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 13:31-35 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod 
wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out 
demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my 
work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 
impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 
city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired 
to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until 
the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Gathering Her Brood Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Hymn 195 When Twilight Comes Dapit Hapon 
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* Affirmation of Faith (together) A Modern Affirmation(National Council of Churches, 1992)  

We believe in God, who is like a good mother or father, 
near to us, and strong to help us. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, in whom we see God: 
Christ is for us the way of truth and life. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose life is in us, 
giving us new life and healing strength for our spirits. 
We believe our faith is a confident trust 
in the truth and goodness of God. 
We believe our hope is a hope 
to fill the present and the future, with deepest meaning. 
We believe our love is the means 
by which this faith will be made real in our lives. 
Glory to God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O God, lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 
We ask it for your own name’s sake. 
Amen. 

 Anthem If Anyone Thirsts Daniel Kean 

 The Offering 

* Doxology 698 (singing together)  Take, O Take Me as I Am 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 166 Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days St. Flavian 

* Closing Responses 

We are not alone. We journey with Christ. 
Christ before me, Christ beside me, 
Christ behind me, Christ beneath me. 

As we walk 
Christ, be our way. 

As we learn 
Christ, be our truth. 

As we grow 
Christ, be our life. 
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* Benediction 

* Response (singing together)  God’s Eye Be Within Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Postlude 

 

WORSHIP NOTES: 

The Prayer for Sunday Morning is adapted from Prayers for an Inclusive Church, by Steven Shakespeare. 

The Prayer of Confessions is a reworked version of a prayer by Roddy Cowie, an Associate Member of the Iona 
Community who lives in Belfast. His original prayer appears in We Bring you Everything and Tip It Out in Front of 
You:  New Prayers from the Iona Community; Wild Goose Publications, 2017. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

