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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Palm Sunday 
April 10, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service  
 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Following Jesus does not mean clinging to an idea or holding on to a principle.  
It is walking the path of one who gave his life for his friends and called his followers to do the same. 

  Henri Nouwen 

 Prelude The Palms John-Baptiste Fauré 

  Paul Lindenmann, trumpet 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

If people keep quiet, even the stones will cry out. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 

If people keep quiet, even the rafters will shout the truth. 
Peace in heaven, and Glory to God in the highest! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Lord of the swaying palms, 
the stones of earth and beasts of burden 
bear witness to your coming: 
Lead us from the violence of empire 
and the collusion of crowds to a heart of flesh, 
a world remade, 
and a new song for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, the Crucified One. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 196 All Glory, Laud, and Honor Valet Will Ich Dir Geben 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy One, 
we bring our happiness and our weariness, 
our disappointments, our hopes, and our needs. 
Our lips shout your praise, 
but our lives seldom reflect your purposes. 
Our voices sing of your greatness, 
but living faithfully is often beyond us. 
Our ears hear of your salvation, 
but sin is close and real, and draws us into it. 
Our feet are ready to walk with you, 
but our hearts stumble and wander away. 
We bring you everything and tip it out in front of you. 
Save us, O God. 
Ride into our hearts with healing grace. 
Light up the things we need to see. 
Show us the doors we need to open 
and the paths we need to take. 
Be beside us as we go 
so that the work we do is your work 
and the roads are your roads, 
leading to your presence.  

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response (singing together)   Let All Who Are Thirsty Come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 
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* Response 448 (singing together)  Peace of God Be With You 

 

 Words of Welcome 

ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Luke 19:28-40 

28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you 
enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 
32 So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they were 
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, 
“The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on 
the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the 
road. 37 As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds 
of power that they had seen, 38 saying, 

“Blessed is the king 
    who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, 
    and glory in the highest heaven!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge.  
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

 (It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Psalter Lesson:  Psalm 31:9-16 

9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 
    my eye wastes away from grief, 
    my soul and body also. 
10 For my life is spent with sorrow, 
    and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my misery, 
    and my bones waste away. 
11 I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
    a horror to my neighbors, 
an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
    those who see me in the street flee from me. 
12 I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
    I have become like a broken vessel. 
13 For I hear the whispering of many— 
    terror all around!— 
as they scheme together against me, 
    as they plot to take my life. 
14 But I trust in you, O LORD; 
    I say, “You are my God.” 
15 My times are in your hand; 
    deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
    save me in your steadfast love. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Third Lesson:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 

4 The Lord GOD has given me 
    the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
    the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
    wakens my ear 
    to listen as those who are taught. 
5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
    and I was not rebellious, 
    I did not turn backward. 
6 I gave my back to those who struck me, 
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
    from insult and spitting. 
7 The Lord GOD helps me; 
    therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8     he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
    Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
    Let them confront me. 
9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
    who will declare me guilty? 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon I Did Not Turn Backward Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Hymn 160 A Stable Lamp Is Lighted Andujar 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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* Affirmation of Faith (together) Philippians 2:5-11 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death –  
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: 
Jesus Christ is Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O God, lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 
We ask it for your own name’s sake. 
Amen. 

 Anthem Were You There Cynthia Dobrinski 

   The Handbell Choir 

 A Moment of Gratitude – One Great Hour of Sharing 
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 The Offering 

* Doxology 698 (singing together)  Take, O Take Me as I Am 

SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

 A Word About the Run for Coffee 

* Hymn 221 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Passion Chorale 

  (see next page for hymn) 

* Closing Responses 

We are not alone. We journey with Christ. 
Christ before me, Christ beside me, 
Christ behind me, Christ beneath me. 

As we walk 
Christ, be our way. 

As we learn 
Christ be our truth. 

As we grow 
Christ, be our life. 
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* Benediction 

* Response (singing together)  God’s Eye Be Within Me 

   John L. Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Postlude 

 

WORSHIP NOTES: 

The Prayer for Sunday Morning is adapted from Prayers for an Inclusive Church, by Steven Shakespeare. 

The Prayer of Confession is adapted from a prayer by Roddy Cowie, an Associate Member of the Iona Community 
who lives in Belfast. His original prayer appears in We Bring you Everything and Tip It Out in Front of You:  New 
Prayers from the Iona Community; Wild Goose Publications, 2017. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers:  All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

