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THE SERVICE FOR EASTER SUNDAY 
10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, April 17, 2022 

GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.  
Please remember to turn cell phones and pagers to silent for worship. 

Where you see an asterisk (*) please stand if you are able. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

For our in-person congregation - Please wear a mask and observe social distancing. 
This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

FOR MEDITATION BEFORE WORSHIP (for personal use before worship) 

On Christmas morning we find the manger full of life. On Easter morning we find  
the tomb empty of death. We know the whole truth now:  death is not the end, 
and life as we know it is only the beginning of Life. 
  Joan Chittister 

PRELUDE Trumpet Tune John Stanley, arr. S.D. Wolff 

  Paul Lindenmann, trumpet 

GREETING 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
(If you brought bells to ring, now is the time!) 

Do not be afraid:  Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen and the Spirit is with us. 
 Christ is risen! God has worked wonders. Alleluia! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. Alleluia! 
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 PRAYER FOR SUNDAY MORNING 

May God be with you.  
 And also with you. 

Living God, we praise you -  
for the day that you have made; 
for the life that you have given; 
for the church that you have called. 
Let this day be filled with wonder; 
let our lives proclaim the message; 
let your church sing out the news –  
that Christ our teacher, friend, guide and savior, 
is risen from the dead. 
Amen. 

* HYMN 232 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today Easter Hymn 

(see hymn on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Jesus, Child of Mary 
 Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Savior of the World, 
 Make peace within us. 

Christ, Ruler of the Universe: 
 Be with us and for us, wherever life takes us. 

Eternal God, Creator, Preserver, Provider: 
you raised Christ from the tomb 
and shattered the power of sin and evil; 
raise us from the tombs of our sin, 
and bring us to new life in you. 
You bring us good news of Easter joy; 
forgive us when we cannot hear it. 
You send us out to share your love; 
forgive us when we cannot carry it. 
You cast a vision of a world of peace and justice; 
forgive us when we cannot imagine it. 
Forgive us when we stand in its way. 
For you are the God of empty tomb, 
the one who makes all things new. 

(We take time to pray quiet, personal prayer…) 

 ASSURANCE OF GRACE 

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE (singing together)  Friedman Alleluia 
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* SHARING THE PEACE 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube. 

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE 379 verse 3 (singing together) We Shall Overcome 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
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ENCOUNTER 

ANTHEM Ubi Caritas Ola Gjeilo 

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 

Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 

Exultemus, et in ipso iucundemur. 

Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum. 

Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. 

Amen. 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 

Christ’s love has gathered us into one. 

Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him. 

Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 

And may we love each other with a sincere heart. 

Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

17 For I am about to create new heavens 
    and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
    or come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 
    and its people as a delight. 
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
    and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
    or the cry of distress. 
20 No more shall there be in it 
    an infant that lives but a few days, 
    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
    and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 They shall not build and another inhabit; 
    they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23 They shall not labor in vain, 
    or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD— 
    and their descendants as well. 
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24 Before they call I will answer, 
    while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
    but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD. 

The Word of God for the People of God 
Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge  
will return to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 
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SECOND LESSON 

Luke 24:1-12 

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking 

the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.  
5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 
risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of 
Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 
the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 
11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But 
Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

CHORAL RESPONSE, 243 Be Not Afraid Taizé 
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SERMON I Will Delight In My People Dr. Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (together)  A New Testament Affirmation 

This is the good news which we have received, 
in which we stand, and by which we are saved, if we hold it fast: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day, 
and that he appeared first to the women, 
then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 
and then to many faithful witnesses. 
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 
Jesus Christ is the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end; 
Christ is our Lord and our God. 
Amen. 

* HYMN 231 Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers Suo Gan 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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CONCERNS AND REMEMBRANCES 

PRAYERS OF GRATITUDE AND CONCERN 

God of resurrection: 
Hear our prayer. 

CONCLUDING PRAYER (together) 

Holy God, 
you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence 
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. 
Bring healing to all wounds, make whole all that is broken, 
speak truth to all illusion, and shed light in every darkness, 
that all creation will see your glory and know your Christ. 
Amen. 

ANTHEM Let Everything That Hath Breath Jeffery L. Ames 

Sing unto the Lord a new song. 

Sing unto the Lord all the earth 

Declare His glory among the nations. 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

Magnify the Lord with me and exalt His name together 

Hallelujah, bless His name for He is worthy to be praised. 

Clap your hands all ye people. Shout with the voice of triumph! 

For the Mighty Lord is great and greatly to be praised. 

Let everything that than breath praise the Lord. 

Come on and praise the Lord Let’s all praise His name. 

Give him the highest praise. Praise Him, the Lord 

Praise Him with the timbrel, praise him with the dance. 

Stand up on your feet and just lift up holy hands. 

Sing “Hallelujah” Praise His holy name. 

For the Lord is worthy to be praised. Let’s praise the Lord. 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

You ought to praise Him! 
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THE OFFERING 

* DOXOLOGY 239, VERSE 1 Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing! Gelobt Sei Gott 

SEND AND BLESS 

 THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

* HYMN 246 Christ Is Alive! Truro 

(Members of the congregation who would like to join the choir to sing the Hallelujah Chorus  
are invited to make their way to the choir during the singing of this hymn.) 
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* CLOSING RESPONSES 

We share the good news: 
The grave is empty! Hallelujah! 

We share the good news: 
We do not look for the living among the dead. Hallelujah! 

We share the good news:  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 

* BENEDICTION 

* RESPONSE “Hallelujah” from Messiah G. F. Handel 

Hallelujah! 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!  
The kingdom of this world has become  

the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ;  
and he shall reign forever and ever.  

King of kings and Lord of lords!  
And he shall reign forever and ever! 

 POSTLUDE Improvisation on Lasst Uns Erfreuen M. May 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license  
#A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

During Today’s Worship  

Please turn all cell phones to “silent” when in the Sanctuary. Photography during worship is 
discouraged, and flash is not permitted. Please, no food or drink in the Sanctuary. 

Large print bulletins (including hymns and scripture readings) are available from the ushers.  

If your infant or child needs care or becomes too restless during the worship service, you may leave the 
Sanctuary and return as you wish. Child care for infants and children under four years old is available all 
morning. The nursery is in Room 159. We have a texting system to alert you if you are needed while in the 
worship service. The ushers will be glad to help you. 

Worship programs for children include:  Godly Play for younger children (age 4 - grade 1) during the 8:30 
& 10:30 a.m. services. 

Children’s Worship Bulletins and crayons are available to enhance the worship experience for children. 
Please return the crayons to the ushers at the end of the service. 

If you are new to First Church  

Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month. 

Disabled persons entrance is through the Main Entrance in the rear of the building. 

We invite you to become a member of First Church. Please speak with Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue or 
call the church office to set a time to meet. 

First Church Cares 

To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or to 
arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton Harris or Pastor Sue Lowcock Harris. 

Worship Notes:  Today’s Affirmation of Faith is a New Testament affirmation. It references several 
passages of scripture. See:  1 Corinthians 15:1-6; Mark 16:9; Matthew 16:16; Revelation 22:13 and John 
20:28. This affirmation was first compiled and published in The Worshipbook in 1970. 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalcyzk 410-433-8861 x115 


