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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 15, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service  
 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

Please wear a mask and practice social distancing.  

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Dear Jesus, as a hen covers her chicks with her wings to keep them safe,  
protect us this dark night under your golden wings. 
  A Prayer from Nepal 

 Prelude  

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Do not be afraid:  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Living God, each day we awaken to your goodness 
and our hearts cry out in praise. 
As you set us to tasks for the life of the world, 
do not let us hinder your love, 
but strengthen our will as we offer thanks 
in every simple gesture of this day. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 17 Sing Praise to God, You Heavens! Wie Lieblich Ist Der Maien 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Jesus, Child of Mary 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Savior of the World, 
Make peace within us. 

Christ, Ruler of the Universe: 
Be with us and for us, wherever life takes us. 

Almighty God, 
in raising Jesus from the grave, 
you shattered the power of sin and death. 
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear. 
Your love knows no bounds, 
but we try to confine it. 
Your grace is for all people, 
but we try to constrain it. 
Your Spirit beckons us to follow, 
but we choose not to listen. 
Forgive us, God of grace. 
Help us to learn and to keep 
your new commandment of love 
so that all will know we are yours; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response (singing together)  Don’t Be Afraid (Iona) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 

* Response of Praise 379, verses 3 & 4 (singing together)We Shall Overcome 

 Words of Welcome 

 Welcome New Members 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Leviticus 19:9-18 

9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your 
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 You shall not strip your vineyard bare or 
gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien:  
I am the LORD your God. 
11 “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie to one another. 12 And 
you shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of your God: I am the LORD. 
13 “You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for 
yourself the wages of a laborer until morning. 14 You shall not revile the deaf or put a 
stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I am the LORD. 
15 “You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to 
the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a 
slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand idly by when the blood of your 
neighbor is at stake: I am the LORD. 
17 “You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or 
you will incur guilt yourself. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of 
your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:  I am the LORD. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge.  
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  John 13:31-35 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Love One Another Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Hymn 323 Sound a Mystic Bamboo Song Mystic Bamboo Song 
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* Affirmation of Faith (together) from the Confession of 1967 

We believe that new life in Christ takes shape in a community  
in which people know that God loves and accepts them 
in spite of what they are. 
They therefore accept themselves and love others, 
knowing that no one has any ground on which to stand, 
except God’s grace. 

Life in Christ is life eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus is the sign 
that God will consummate 
the work of creation and reconciliation beyond death 
and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Loving God: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Creator of the universe, you made the world in beauty 
and restore all things through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
We pray that, where your image is still disfigured 
by poverty, sickness, selfishness, warfare and greed, 
the new creation in Jesus Christ may appear 
in justice, love and peace, to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
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 The Offering 

* Doxology 10, verse 4 (singing together) Sing Glory to the Name of God 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 307 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM Rhondda 
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* Closing Responses 

This is the good news:  Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed! 

This is our story: 
In life and in death we belong to God. 

This is our new commandment: 
To love one another as Christ loves us. 

* Benediction 

* Response (singing together)  A Place at the Table, chorus 

 

 

 Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers:  All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

