THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Ascension Sunday
May 29, 2022
10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.
Please wear a mask and practice social distancing.
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Nothing worth doing is completed in our lifetime; therefore we must be saved by hope. Nothing true or
beautiful makes complete sense in any immediate context of history; therefore we must be saved by
faith. Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone; therefore, we are saved by love.
Reinhold Niebuhr

Prelude
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Before and after, first and last, Alpha and Omega:
the steadfast love of God endures forever.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Holy God, Name Unnamed,
unheld by word, unbound by space,
power of love beyond all powers of earth:
lift us from cynicism, apathy and disillusionment.
Make us ready for your Spirit of transforming fire;
And turn our hearts to the mending of the world;
through Jesus Christ, the name above all names.
Amen.
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* Hymn 365

God Reigns! Let Earth Rejoice!
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Marion

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Jesus, Child of Mary
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, Savior of the World,
Make peace within us.
Christ, Ruler of the Universe:
Be with us and for us, wherever life takes us.
God of all time and space,
we confess our failure to use well our time and our space.
We give our hearts to trivial matters.
We struggle to separate truth from clutter.
We neglect the needs of the neighbors you direct us to love.
We exploit the world you have made
and fail to care for your creation.
Forgive us. Give us life.
Reshape our priorities and guide our efforts
that we may live our days to your glory.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
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* Response 10, verse 1(singing together)

Sing Glory to the Name of God
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* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.)

* Response of Praise 379, verses 3 & 4 (singing together)

Words of Welcome
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We Shall Overcome

HEAR
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Acts 16:16-34
16One

day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who
proclaim to you a way of salvation." 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very
much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her." And it came out that very hour.
19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had
brought them before the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they
are Jews 21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or
observe." 22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of
their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a
severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them
securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened
their feet in the stocks.
25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone's chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors
wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we
are all here." 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before
Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?" 31They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household." 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he
and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house
and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a
believer in God.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
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Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113.
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge.
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service.
(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory forever.
Amen.
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Second Lesson: Luke 24:44-53
44Then

he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you
— that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I
am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high.”
50Then

he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them.
he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
52
heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they
were continually in the temple blessing God.
51While

For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

You Are Witnesses

The Rev. McKenna Lewellen

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

from Colossians 1:15-20

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation.
For in Christ all things were created,
in heaven and on earth, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers.
Christ is before all things,
the one in whom all things hold together.
Christ is the head of the body, the church,
and is the beginning, the first-born of the dead,
that in everything, Christ might come to have first place.
For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
to reconcile all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace through the blood of the cross.
Thanks be to God!
* Hymn 772

Live into Hope
(see next page for hymn)
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Truro
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Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
Loving God:
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
Creator of the universe, you made the world in beauty
and restore all things through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
We pray that, where your image is still disfigured
by poverty, sickness, selfishness, warfare and greed,
the new creation in Jesus Christ may appear
in justice, love and peace, to the glory of your name.
Amen.
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The Offering
* Doxology 10, verse 4 (singing together)

Sing Glory to the Name of God
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SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 274

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd
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Picardy

* Closing Responses
This is the good news: Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed!
This is our story:
In life and in death we belong to God.
This is our new commandment:
To love one another as Christ loves us.
* Benediction
* Response (singing together)

A Place at the Table

Postlude
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.
All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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