FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
May 29, 2022

TODAY
8:30 a.m. EARLY SERVICE in the Sanctuary
Please continue to wear a mask. All the pews are now open. Hymnals are now in
the pew racks in front of you.
10:30 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. We ask those
in the Sanctuary to continue to wear a mask. All the pews are now open, allowing
us to spread out throughout the Sanctuary. Hymnals are now in the pew racks in
front of you. This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet, you may
appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.
FOR OUR 10:30 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION
The link will open around 10:20 a.m. Here’s a few ideas about how to make a home
worship space. This Sunday, May 29, is Ascension Sunday. The Liturgical color is
white. Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can join in the liturgy at home. You can
find this week’s materials on the website: www.firstpreshc.org
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Martin and Caroline
celebrating 37 years of marriage – Love is always the answer!
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
WE WELCOME The Rev. McKenna Lewellen as our guest preacher this morning.
Rev. McKenna Lewellen is a pastor in the Presbytery of Baltimore. She currently
serves as the Assistant Director of The Center, a mission ministry of Baltimore
Presbytery that supports and equips congregations to engage faithfully in God’s
mission in their communities. She holds degrees from Rhodes College and Boston
University School of Theology.
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY:
Liturgist: Jean Robert (8:30); Kathy (10:30)
Ushers & Greeters: Margot (10:30)
Tech Crew: Tracy, Jonathan, Mark
ZENTANGLE® ARTIST: Thanks to Ginny for the Zentangle® art in this week’s
worship bulletin and on May 15 and 22 too.
WORSHIP BAGS: Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: All worship begins in the Sanctuary. Children need to wear
a mask. At 10:30 a.m.: After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: Children ages
4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children
following worship in rooms 110 & 113. Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms.
Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge. They will return to the sanctuary later in
the worship service.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 29, 2022
Please pray for: Virgie, Dave, Dylan, Mike, Paula, Bob, Evelyn and Stacy and
Family, Doris, Maria, Martin, Pat, Barb, Ruthie and Family, Megan, Shirley, Beth
And also for: everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and
Vantage House; the people of Ukraine.
Non-Resident Members: Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb
Friends & Family: Myrna, Susan, Cathy, Rosalie, Connie, Celia, Emily and her
brother, Al, Heather, Bill, Jane, Aaron, Sarah, Frank, Eyler, Matt, Erika, Bill,
Khalid’s mother, Eleanor.
Recovering from surgery: Steve; Jerri
Care Center: Burta, Carol, Paul, Barbara, Bob
Bereaved: Bruce; Jon and Chrissy, Ed and Catherine, Cheryl, Mike, Mandy,
Rebecca and Jeremy, Laura, Kris, Doria
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball;
Leslie Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel
Please contact one of the Pastors: Morton Harris or Sue Lowcock Harris,
at churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.
Friends &Family names are listed for 8 weeks.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Reinhold Niebuhr (June 21, 1892 – June 1, 1971) Few mid-20th century Protestants
wielded more influence than Reinhold Niebuhr, who worked tirelessly to relate
theology to the realities of the world, and influenced so many within and beyond
the church. Born in Missouri, his father was a pastor, and he followed in his
footsteps. After seminary, he served a church in Detroit for 13 years. His book
Leaves from the Notebook of a Tamed Cynic reflects on those years. He went on to
teach theology and ethics at Union Theological Seminary in New York City from
1928-1960. One of his students was Dietrich Bonhoeffer. His thought was admired
by politicians for both the left and the right during his lifetime. Known as “Christian
Realism,” Niebuhr’s thought recognizes the persistence of human sin, self-interest,
and self-righteousness in social conflicts. His defining works are “The Nature and
Destiny of Man,” which came from his Gifford Lectures, and “Moral Man and
Immoral Society.”
We also remember: May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.
We give thanks for the diversity of Asian languages, cultures and religions, and
celebrate the distinctive quality of Asian culture as it embrace and practices
Christianity and enriches our own experience of the means of grace.
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Angola, Mozambique.
Pray for:
 Village committees that seek to protect livelihoods and food security of
the poor
 Better sanitation, health services, and protection of the environment in
these lands
 Protection of the land rights of the people.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: https://www.oikoumene.org

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 29, 2022
(CONTINUED)
OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2022
We pray for the mission of our congregation.
The Center is a mission partnership of all the churches of Baltimore Presbytery.
Through The Center, we envision a world of just communities and thriving
congregations. The Center’s mission is to inspire and equip churches and
individuals to engage boldly with their neighborhoods – to get involved where
Christ’s love and justice are already at work. The Rev. Kate Foster-Connors is the
Director, and The Rev. McKenna Lewellen is the Assistant Director. Pat Curran, a
member of our congregation, currently serves on The Center’s Steering
Committee.

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
THE PENTECOST OFFERING unites us in a church-wide effort to support young
people and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church
and the world. Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during
childhood helps ensure lifelong faith and service. The patterns and lessons
established during these formative years continue to bear fruit throughout a
person's life. By contributing to the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith
of those who are the church to come — children, youth, and young adults. Help
youth begin life with a solid foundation of faith. The Pentecost Offering will be
collected on Sunday, June 5, 2022.
HELP IS NEEDED TO HANG PENTECOST BANNERS
Please contact Woody Collins, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org if you
are available to help hang Pentecost Banners and Tongues of Fire on Saturday,
June 4th. Ability to climb ladders is a plus! Thank you.
A WORD ABOUT SHARING COMMUNION AT HOME
NEXT Sunday, June 5, 2022
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your home: wine or grape
juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind – a slice of sandwich bread, a roll,
tortilla, naan – it can be gluten free or with gluten. You will want a napkin or a plate
for the bread, and something to hold the wine or juice – a wine glass, a juice glass,
even a coffee mug would be fine. Please use bread and wine/juice.
 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room
where you worship, so your worship is around the table – just like it is when
we gather in the Sanctuary.
 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread with
Pastor Morton and break it, and then lift the cup with Pastor Sue. When we
share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small piece of the common
loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by common cup
(everyone takes a sip from the same cup) or by intinction (dipping the bread
into the wine or juice) or individual glasses. When all have shared, place
everything back on the table for the rest of the service.
Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us

DATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS in 2022
There are openings available on the following Sundays: June 5, 19, 26; July 3, 17,
24, 31. Go to http://firstpreshc.org/sanctuary-flowers The flowers cost $35. Please
send a check to the church office or via PayPal. Questions? Contact Church
Administrator, Caroline Smith, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
There are a few changes coming up on Sunday mornings:
Sunday, June 5 – PENTECOST SUNDAY
 8:30 a.m. – in-person service in the Sanctuary
 9:30 a.m. – “Stories and Donuts: Drag Queen Story Hour”
 10:30 a.m. – in-person and livestream service from the Sanctuary
Sunday, June 12
 10:00 a.m. – One Worship Service, in-person and livestream service
from the Sanctuary
 11:00 a.m. – Church Picnic

JOIN US FOR SUMMER WORSHIP – June 19 – September 4






9:00 a.m. – First Worship, in-person service in the Sanctuary
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson —
especially friendly for families with young children. Everyone
is welcome!
10:00 a.m. – Summer Worship, in-person and livestream service
from the Sanctuary
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s
worshipping tradition! The whole church gathers to enjoy
God together through hymns and songs, prayers and praise,
scripture lessons and a sermon.
11:00 a.m. – Lemonade on the Lawn

Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience!
See you in church!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SEEING JESUS: A MATTHEW 25 EVENT
Saturday, June 4, drop in anytime between 10:30 a.m. and Noon
Children and their adults (and anyone, really) are invited to come to the church
grounds for a morning of fun and learning about Jesus’ challenge in Matthew 25.
This passage calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us by boldly and
compassionately serving people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned, or poor.
We will visit outdoor activity stations to engage with this text and answer the
question, “What will you do to serve the least of these?” The stations will be in the
front of the church so please park in the Park and Ride. If the weather does not
cooperate we will move the event inside where masks are required. Questions?
Email Virginia Callegary (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org).
NURSERY IS OPEN!
On Sunday mornings the Nursery is open for children age 4 and under. Children
age 3 and up are encouraged to wear a mask. Other Covid health and safety
protocols will be followed. For more details or questions email DCE Virginia
Callegary (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org)
YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group meeting is Wednesday, June 8, from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Watch for details! Looking forward to seeing you then! Questions? Email DCE
Virginia Callegary (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org )
REGISTER NOW FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2022 – Passport to Peace
Monday, July 18 – Friday, July 22, 2022
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
3 year old- rising 5th graders
open to members and non-members
$10 per child
To register visit https://firstpreshc.org/vbs/.
Contact vbsdirector@firstpreshc.org, or
Virginia Callegary,
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
if you are interested in volunteering.
SUNDAY SCHOOL is taking a break for the summer and will resume on Sunday,
September 11. Please watch First Day and your email for information about
summer opportunities.
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
When a child is baptized the congregation promises to guide, nurture, and
encourage them to know and follow Christ. One way to follow through with that
promise is to help with the children’s ministry of the church. Right now we’re
looking for volunteers to help on Sunday mornings with children’s Sunday School,
Godly Play, Worship Bridge, and the Nursery. Many of these opportunities only
require you to make a commitment to show up and be the other adult in the room.
Please get in touch with DCE Virginia Callegary (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org ) if
you feel called to help in this way.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL is taking a break for the summer and will resume on Sunday,
September 11.
WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS
We’ll take a break the next few weeks (June 1 and 8) and will begin our summer
study groups on June 15th. Watch this space for more details.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS
CELEBRATING SABBATH!
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC
2022 Summer Gathering on Zoom
Friday, June 10 at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 11 at 9:00 a.m.
There will be a keynote speaker on Friday night and a message from a mission
co-worker. The Horizons Bible Study author, The Rev. Dr. Carol Bechtel will lead
the 2022-2023 Horizons Bible Study: Celebrating Sabbath. You can go online at
https://www.facebook.com/PWSSG to register for the SSG and see the schedule
for the Gathering, see what’s happening around the Synod, and PW Churchwide.
Also, you can create an account so that you may register for this wonderful event
in June 2022. We look forward to seeing you on Zoom!

DEACONS NEWS
JUST ONE CAN … PLUS! - May: “Spic and Span” Cleaning Items
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County, we
are asking for specific supplements to our on-going initiative called Just One Can.
Our featured category for May is donations of cleaning supplies.
Food stamps do not cover any paper or cleaning products, so such non-food items
as cleansers and paper products are especially welcomed according to the Howard
County Food Bank.
Recommended items are: Dish Soap, Laundry Detergent, Clorox, General
Household Cleaners
Please leave your regular contribution - plus Spic and Span items - in the “Just One
Can” cart next to the Welcome Center in the Upper Commons or in the storage
box by the back entrance (near the mailbox).
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County.

MISSION NEWS
LUMINUS – Race4TheWorld 5K
Our Mission partner Luminus invites you to participate in their Race4TheWorld 5K,
on July 4th at Merriweather Post Pavilion, to honor the journey of immigrants from
around the world. https://www.beluminus.org/race4theworld/
They also need volunteers to assist with that event, interested? - email
nledeboer-cid@beluminus.org
To volunteer for Luminus more generally, go to
https://www.tfaforms.com/4934655

PRIDE MONTH EVENTS

STORIES & DONUTS: DRAG QUEEN STORY HOUR
Sunday, June 5 at 9:30 a.m. in Branch Hall
Join us in kicking off LGBTQ+ Pride Month at First Presbyterian Church with our
first ever “Stories & Donuts: Drag Queen Story Hour” at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, June
5, 2022. Children of all ages (adults, this means you too!) are invited to Branch Hall
for a fun morning of learning from Mamma Bella, a drag artist who brings stories
to life, about becoming A Church for All. Mamma Bella will also stay after the 10:30
a.m. worship service for a meet & greet and photo op. We hope to see you there!
This June, the Peacemaking Social Justice Team invites you to celebrate LGBTQ+
Pride. Our motto and theme this year will be “Speak Love. Speak Peace. Speak
Out!” Our activities will center on using our speech to proclaim God’s love for
creation and demonstrating our affirmation of the LGBTQ+ community.
 Sunday, June 5 at 9:30 a.m. in Branch Hall
“Stories and Donuts: Drag Queen Story Hour”
 Sunday, June 12, at the church picnic following the 10:00 a.m. worship
service, Woven Lives: Picnic Art Project
 Sunday, June 19, Call to Remembrance: the Lessons of Juneteenth
 Sunday, June 26, Pride Sunday celebrate “Pronoun Sunday” with nametags
 Weekly inserts that will highlight people and events, as well as offer
statements that our denomination has made, affirming the LGBTQ+
community.

DISCIPLESHIP NEWS
CHURCH PICNIC Sunday, June 12th!
Come one come all to the spring church picnic! We’ll be serving plenty of
hamburgers, hotdogs, baked beans and dessert along with a healthy side of fun
and games. Bring your smiles, appetites and lawn chairs to our first spring picnic in
3 years! The picnic starts after the 10:00 a.m. service so wear comfy outside clothes
to church so you can join in as soon as the service ends. The picnic will be held
outside if the weather cooperates, or in Lyle Buck Hall if it doesn't. Please help us
with a head count and sign up through Signup Genius on the church website if you
plan to attend. https://firstpreshc.org/church-picnic/

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR ELECTED OFFICERS
Tuesday, May 31 – 7:00 p.m.
Stated Session Meeting, in-person, begins promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Elders-elect and Deacons-elect meet with the Session for examination,
which will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Examination is required by the Book of Order.
Sunday, June 12 – Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary
Ordination and/or Installation of Elders and Deacons
Monday, June 13
New Officers begin term of service.
Tuesday, June 14 — 7:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. via Zoom
Super Tuesday Meetings
Newly elected Elders begin work with their Ministry Areas – both incoming
and outgoing classes are asked to attend. Super Tuesday Meetings are
always the 2nd Tuesday of the month, except for P3 (1st Tuesday).
The time of your Ministry Area meeting is either 7:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.
The chair will contact you.
Tuesday, June 21 — 7:00 p.m. – in-person in Branch Hall
Deacons Meeting
First regular Deacons Meeting for new Deacons-elect.
All new and serving on Board of Deacons.
Tuesday, June 28 — 7:00 p.m. – in-person in Branch Hall
Stated Session Meeting
All new and serving Session members
Session meeting begins promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Thank you for serving!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can
continue to give, http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/ In-person worshippers may
leave their offering in the basket in the Upper Commons after the worship service.
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of May 25, 2022
Actual Expenses as of May 25, 2022
Total

$364,226.51
377,183.54
($12,957.03)

It takes an average of $2,198.00 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission of
the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is (6) days ahead/(behind).

PER CAPITA FOR 2022 is $38.13
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger
church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our
congregation is required to pay this amount for each member of the church. Have
you paid your per capita? Thank you to those 73 people who have paid already!

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
CALENDAR PLANNING FOR 2022-2023 PROGRAM YEAR
This is the time of year to start planning events for the 2022-2023 program year.
In previous years chairs of ministry areas and organizations would meet in person
to plan the calendar. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, this year you are asked to
send a list of dates you anticipate scheduling for the September 1, 2022 –
August 31, 2023 program year to Caroline Smith, Church Administrator,
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org . Please send your dates by Wednesday, June 15.
Caroline will work on the calendar and share it via email and then send it to Session
for approval. If an in-person meeting is needed you will be contacted. Thank you
for your help!
MEMORIAL DAY is Monday, May 30
The church office and building will be closed.
No groups will meet.
It is a staff holiday, and the church staff will have the day off.

CHURCH STAFF
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff,
please send an email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woody Collins, Church Sexton

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
COVID-19 VACCINATION POLICY
As of June 1, 2021, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
requires that all volunteer leaders** of any indoor church-sponsored activity be
fully vaccinated against COVID19. Fully vaccinated means that on the day of
participation, one is at least 14 days past completing the recommended vaccine
series.
As of January 25, 2022, the Session continues to require all volunteer leaders of
any indoor church-sponsored activity to be fully vaccinated against Covid 19, and
strongly encourages volunteer leaders to get recommended boosters as available.
** “Volunteer leaders” includes but is not limited to church staff, technical crew,
liturgists, ushers, greeters, musicians, choir members, Sunday school teachers,
nursery providers, communion preparers, mission or discipleship activity volunteers
and liturgical dancers, whether the event is on church grounds or elsewhere.
The Session approved these recommendations:
1. THAT we continue to require masks to be worn in the building through
June 1, 2022.
2. THAT we no longer require distancing in worship, but encourage people
to ask those already seated in the pew before sitting next to them in the
Sanctuary. Social distancing during informal conversation is to continue.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship
Please wear a mask and observe social distancing.

FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc
LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org
CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO CHURCH OFFICE
MONDAY – FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
OR YOU CAN SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
(THE OUTSIDE DOORS WILL BE LOCKED, PLEASE CALL UPON ARRIVAL FOR ENTRY.)
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
Sunday, May 29th
ASCENSION SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Early Worship in the Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid | Godly Play | Worship Bridge
5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service
Monday, May 30th
MEMORIAL DAY
CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED
Tuesday, May 31st
1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Session Meeting, in-person
Wednesday, June 1st
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship
6:00 p.m. SMLT via Zoom
Friday, June 3rd
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins
Saturday, June 4th
FIRST PRES PRIDE DAY – WEAR YOUR T-SHIRT
10:30 a.m. Matthew 25 Event

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Sunday, June 5th
PENTECOST SUNDAY
COMMUNION
PENTECOST OFFERING
JUNE IS PRIDE MONTH
Early Worship in the Sanctuary
Stories and Donuts: Drag Queen Story Hour
Worship – Hybrid | Godly Play
South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service

The Church Office and Building are now open. The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday. The outside doors are locked during this time, please call the church office,
410-730-3545, when you arrive. Please contact the Church Administrator, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org if you
need access to the church building at other times.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry Area.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please send articles
by email to: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, June 16, 2022 for July 2022 Issues. Then watch your
inbox every week!

