THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Pentecost
Communion
June 5, 2022
10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.
Please wear a mask and practice social distancing.
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Some day, after mastering the winds, the waves, the tides and gravity, we shall harness for God the
energies of love, and then for a second time in the history of the world, we will have discovered fire.
Teilhard de Chardin

Prelude
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Remember Christ’s promise;
God will pour out the Spirit on all flesh.
Come, Lord Jesus, send us your Spirit!
Renew the face of the earth!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
On this morning of wind and flame, we pray:
Spirit of truth, guide us into all truth;
consume the lies that shroud the world in hate;
pray in us with sighs too deep for words;
and let Christ’s voice ring out with hope for a new world.
Amen.
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* Hymn 282

Come Down, O Love Divine
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Down Ampney

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
God of fire and wind,
as your Spirit draws us together,
we become aware of our sin.
We ignore your word.
We reject your gifts.
We grow tired of your path.
We fail in your work.
We exclude those who are different from us.
We reject ideas that challenge our assumptions.
We ignore your truth.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Breathe your Spirit on us,
and then light a fire within us!
Fill us with faith and courage,
so that we might live into the promise of this day:
to be your beloved children
whom you have called and claimed;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
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* Response of Praise 288 (singing together)

Spirit of the Living God

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.)
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* Response of Praise 292 (singing together)

As the Wind Song

Words of Welcome
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ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Genesis 11:1-9
1Now

the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as they migrated from
the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to
one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick
for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city,
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise
we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 5The Lord came down to
see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. 6And the Lord said, “Look, they are
one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they
will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go
down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one another’s
speech.” 8So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and
they left off building the city. 9Therefore it was called Babel, because there the Lord
confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad
over the face of all the earth.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113.
Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge,
will remain in their seats to experience a full worship service with their family.
(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
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Second Lesson: Acts 2:1-21
1When

the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
5Now

there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes 11Cretans and
Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
14But

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed,
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is
what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Backwards and Inside-Out
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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Sue Lowcock Harris

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

from A Declaration of Faith (1977)

The Holy Spirit is God active in the world.
By the Spirit God raised up leaders and prophets in Israel.
By the Spirit Jesus was conceived baptized and empowered.
By the Spirit the risen Christ is present with the church.
We affirm that the Holy Spirit is the Lord and Giver of life,
the Renewer and Perfecter of God’s people,
the one who makes real in us what God has done for us.
Thanks be to God!
Moment of Gratitude – Elders and Deacons in the Class of 2022
The Offering
Concerns and Remembrances
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The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table
* Communion Hymn 505

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
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The Feast is Ready

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
God is here!
And the Spirit is with us!
People of God, open your hearts.
We open them to God and one another.
Let us give thanks to the living God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
[The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:]

God in heaven, your name is to be honored.
May your new community of hope be realized on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today the essentials of life.
Release us from wrongdoing as we also release those who wrong us.
Do not test us beyond our enduring; save us from all that is evil.
For you embrace justice, love and peace, now and to the end of time. Amen.
Breaking the Bread
Communion of the People
We share the bread and the cup around the table in our homes, and in the Sanctuary.
We will receive communion this morning by passing the bread and the cup to one another in the pew.
Gluten-free bread is in the cup in the center of the bread tray.
The outer circle is white grape juice; the inner circles are red wine.
Our tradition is to eat the bread as it comes to you, and then to hold the cup so we may commune together.
Lower your mask to eat the bread and drink the cup.
At the close of worship, place the used cups in the bins as you exit.

Music at Communion
Prayer After Communion
Song After Communion 544

Bless the Lord
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SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn

Send Down the Fire
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Marty Haugen

* Closing Responses
This is the good news:
Christ has risen and the Spirit is with us!
This is our story:
In life and in death we belong to God.
This is our new commandment:
To love one another as Christ loves us.
This is our calling:
To pray and work for the justice and joy of God’s realm.
* Benediction
* Response (singing together)

Mayenziwe
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Postlude


WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
WORSHIP NOTES:
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving includes and adapts the work of Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive
Church.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. All
rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights
reserved.”
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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