FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
July 10, 2022

TODAY
EFFECTIVE July 5, 2022, the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Howard
County adopted the Center for Disease Control’s guidelines for indoor mask use.
The guidance is tethered to the current COVID-19 Community Level for Howard
County and will change as conditions around us change.
As of Friday, July 8, 2022, the Covid-19 Community Level for Howard County is
“HIGH.” Consistent with CDC guidance for face coverings, please observe the
following in the church buildings and grounds:
High – Wear a well-fitting mask indoors in public, regardless of
vaccination status or individual risk (including in K-12
schools and other community settings). NOTE: This means a
mask is required in the church building.
 If you are immunocompromised or at high risk for severe
illness, wear a mask or respirator that provides you with
greater protection.
You can find the full CDC guidance for masks and face coverings on their website,
here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/aboutface-coverings.html
You can check the conditions for any county in the United States from the same
CDC page.
9:00 a.m. FIRST WORSHIP SERVICE in the Sanctuary
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson —especially friendly for
families with young children. Everyone is welcome!
10:00 a.m. SUMMER WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! Our
in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. The whole church
gathers to enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers and praise,
scripture lessons and a sermon. This worship service is being livestreamed to the
internet, you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.
FOR OUR 10:00 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION
The link will open around 9:45 a.m. This Sunday, July 10, is the Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost. The Liturgical color is green. Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can
join in the liturgy at home. You can find this week’s materials on the website:
www.firstpreshc.org
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Catherine in celebration of
Ed’s birthday; and by Kristin and Andy in celebration of their 18th wedding
anniversary!
TODAY WE ARE SENDING OUT:
Massanetta Middle School Conference, Tuesday-Friday, July 12-15
Please pray for those attending this conference in Harrisonburg, Virginia:
Youth: Elena, Ian, Katie, Nick, Adeline, Rhea, Roshni, Mary
Adults: Chris, Debbie

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 10, 2022
Please pray for: Dave, Dylan, Mike, Jeff, Bob, Doris, Maria, Martin, Pat,
Dename and Family, Megan, Shirley.
And also for: everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and
Vantage House; the people of Ukraine.
Non-Resident Members: Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb
Friends & Family: Myrna, Susan, Cathy, Connie, Celia, Emily and her brother, Al,
Heather, Bill, Jane, Aaron, Sarah, Eyler, Matt, Erika, Bill, Adam, Eleanor.
Recovering from surgery: Jerri, Margot
Hospitalized: Bob
Care Center: Burta, Margaret, Carol, Paul, Barbara, Bob, Beth
Bereaved: Jon and Chrissy, Joe and Marla and family, Cheryl, Mike, Mandy,
Rebecca and Jeremy, Doria
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball;
Leslie Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel
Please contact one of the Pastors: Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.
Friends & Family names are listed for 8 weeks.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
It’s John Calvin’s 513th birthday!
John Calvin, renewer of the church (July 10, 1509 – May 27, 1564) was the leading
pastor of the city-state of Geneva in the formative years of the sixteenth century
Reformation. He was born in Noyon, Picardy in northern France. Because his father
was the local bishop’s notary, he received an excellent education. After graduating
from the University of Paris, Calvin studied the law in Orleans and Bourges. During
his studies he was increasingly influenced by the new humanist learning that was
spreading through Europe, and the new religious ideas circulating in France. He
began to read theology and the early church theologians, and then in 1534 broke
with the Roman church and left France for Switzerland. A foreigner and exile, he
was called to be the pastor in Geneva. His ministry transformed an unimportant
city into a powerful witness for religious reform. He was an excellent organizer, a
brilliant theologian, a talented interpreter of scripture, and a clear and forceful
writer. The theological classic for which he is best known is The Institutes of the
Christian Religion, which began as a response to the needs of persecuted French
Protestants who had virtually no pastors to teach or defend them. From Calvin’s
years as pastor of the congregation in Geneva grew the worldwide family of
Reformed Christians, which includes our own congregation, a part of the
Presbyterian Church (USA).
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week,
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Eritrea, Ethiopia.
Pray for:
 Greater understanding and respect among the many ethnic groups
 Lasting peace and reconciliation between Ethiopia and Eritrea
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: https://www.oikoumene.org

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 10, 2022
(CONTINUED)
OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2022
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery.
 Hagerstown Church
 Hamilton Church in Baltimore City – Ed Terry, Commissioned Ruling Elder
 Hancock Church – Terri Martin-Minnick, Pastor

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS AT FIRST WORSHIP: Richard, Henry, Luke and Brian
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY:
Liturgist: John (10:00); Song Leader: Nan (10:00)
Ushers & Greeters: Ron, MJ (9:00); Chrissy (10:00)
Tech Crew: Jean Robert, Tracy, Evelyn, Jonathan
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: All worship begins in the Sanctuary.
At 10:00 a.m.: After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: Children ages 4-7
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children
following worship in rooms 110 & 113.
WORSHIP BAGS: Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service.
JOIN US FOR SUMMER WORSHIP!
9:00 a.m. First Worship and 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship continues through
Sunday, September 4. Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful
summer experience! See you in church!
SWISS CROSSES WALL HANGING
Much of the church year is considered “ordinary time”, and the liturgical color is
green. We are blessed to have for use in our sanctuary two banners designed by
Web and Sarah and made by a group of church members, and a Communion
tablecloth designed and made by Debbie. Because we cannot see the banners and
the wooden cross on our live stream services, Catherine offered to make a quilt to
be hung on the wall above the choir. The pattern is called Swiss Crosses, which are
familiar to us as the cross in the Swiss flag (white on a field of red) and the cross
used by the Red Cross (red on a field of white). The fabrics were chosen to echo
those in the banners and the Communion tablecloth, so the background of the
quilt is light green and the crosses and border echo the darker greens of the
Communion tablecloth and the blues, greens and the touch of purple in our
banners.
DATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS in 2022
Thank you to those who signed up for flowers in July! There are openings available
on the following Sundays in August 14, 21 & 28 and also later in the year.
Go to http://firstpreshc.org/sanctuary-flowers The flowers cost $35. Please send a
check to the church office or via PayPal. Questions? Contact Church Administrator,
Caroline Smith, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL is taking a break for the summer and will resume on Sunday,
September 11.
WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS SUMMER SERIES
through July 27
9:30 a.m. in-person in the Parlor (however a Zoom link available)
7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Texts to Liturgy: Biblical Texts in the Air We Breathe
The Shema. The Christ Hymn in Philippians. The Cosmic Christ in Colossians.
Romans 8. The Great Commandments. The Resurrection tradition. The Words of
Institution. In life and in death… Some biblical texts become part of the church’s
shared prayer and song, what we call liturgy. These texts are foundations under
our feet, in the air we breathe as we worship, and as we live the Christian way –
whether we are quoting them directly or thinking about them or not. Let’s take a
look at a few of these texts, first at their historical context, and then we’ll talk
about what this text/statement means for us today, and how we stand on
them/breathe them in.
Summer is the time to cultivate and grow things – so come join us for
good conversation and grow your faith!
Wednesday Morning – NEW LINK
The old link will no longer work. You must re-register at this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAlfuGrpz0tE91jyDGRaFqeck0Ag1Kx
QxNS
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting.
Wednesday Evening – NEW LINK
The old link will no longer work. You must re-register.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqfqpqzkjG9z8ASCMERdqEHDAuAZxDz5H
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
CHILDREN’S BOOKS AVAILABLE TO BORROW
This summer we will be highlighting children’s
books that are available to borrow from the
church library. Visit the table in the Upper
Commons each week to see what books are
available.
“FIND YOUR SLOW SUMMER” DEVOTIONAL AVAILABLE
Pick up a summer devotional for all ages in the Upper Commons. This devotional
includes 50 slow summer ideas that invite you to kick off your shoes, climb trees,
stay up late, catch fireflies, dig for worms, ban the busy, and slow down enough to
enjoy God’s beauty all around. Email DCE Virginia Callegary
(churchoffice@firstpreshc.org) if you would prefer a digital copy.

NURSERY IS OPEN!
On Sunday mornings the Nursery is open for children age 4 and under. Children
age 3 and up are encouraged to wear a mask. Other Covid health and safety
protocols will be followed. For more details or questions email DCE Virginia
Callegary (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org)
SUNDAY SCHOOL is taking a break for the summer and will resume on Sunday,
September 11. Please watch First Day and your email for information about
summer opportunities.

DISCIPLESHIP NEWS
LEMONADE ON THE LAWN
Join us outside on the front lawn after the 10:00 a.m. service! Each week we'll be
under the shade tree with a cool drink and a bite to eat. If it's raining, we'll set up
in Branch Hall. Come congregate, chat and meet with your fellow church
members.
PRESBY FELLOWSHIP PUB
Thursday, July 28, 2022-- 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Rain Date: Friday, July 29
Adair and Jeff -- outdoors
This is an opportunity for First Presbyterian congregants and friends to have
fellowship in a variety of homes. All are welcome! Let Debbie Richmond know if
you are interested in hosting. To be added to the announcement email list,
contact the church office, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org.

DEACONS NEWS
JUST ONE CAN … PLUS! - July: Personal Dignity Days
Hygiene Products??? What do they have to do with hunger? Food stamps do not
cover cleaning and hygiene products so your donations will free up cash that
people can use for food and other necessities. The day-to-day struggle for food is
hard enough without having to worry about this simple dignity of personal
cleanliness.
Recommended items are: shampoo, deodorant, disposable razors, feminine
hygiene products, toothpaste, bar soap, detergent
Please leave your regular contribution - plus “Personal Dignity Days” items - in the
“Just One Can” cart next to the Welcome Center in the Upper Commons or in the
storage box by the back entrance (near the mailbox).
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County

MISSION NEWS
BIRDIES FOR BRIDGES - Bridges to Housing Stability Golf Tournament
Friday, September 23, 2022
The Timbers at Troy, 6100 Marshalee Drive, Elkridge, MD 21075
7:30 a.m. Check in; 8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start; 2:30 p.m. 19th Hole Cookout/Awards
Go to www.birdease.com/bridges2hs to reserve your foursome and become a
sponsor! For more information, contact Nancy Fenton, 410-312-5760 ext 106,
nancy@bridges2hs.org

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
COVID-19 VACCINATION POLICY
The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Howard County requires that all
volunteer leaders** of any indoor church-sponsored activity be fully vaccinated
against COVID19. Fully vaccinated means that on the day of participation, one is at
least 14 days past completing the recommended vaccine series. The Session
strongly encourages volunteer leaders to get recommended boosters as available.
** “Volunteer leaders” includes but is not limited to church staff, technical crew,
liturgists, ushers, greeters, musicians, choir members, Sunday school teachers,
nursery providers, communion preparers, mission or discipleship activity volunteers
and liturgical dancers, whether the event is on church grounds or elsewhere.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can
continue to give, http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/ In-person worshippers may
leave their offering in the basket in the Upper Commons after the worship service.
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of July 6, 2022
Actual Expenses as of July 6, 2022
Total

$458,325.11
491,046.98
($32,721.87)

It takes an average of $2,198.00 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission of
the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is (15) days ahead/(behind).

PER CAPITA FOR 2022 is $38.13
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger
church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our
congregation is required to pay this amount for each member of the church. Have
you paid your per capita? Thank you to those 77 people who have paid already!

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our main way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email,
Tidings, Mission Opportunities, etc. Are you receiving emails from First
Presbyterian Church of Howard County? You might need to look in the
“Promotions” or “Updates” section/tab of your email. If you are not receiving our
emails, please send your email address to our Church Administrator,
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same time please
send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your family
members. We want everyone involved!!
DUE DATE FOR BULLETIN ARTICLES for Sundays July 24 and 31 has been changed
to Monday, July 18. Please send announcements to our Church Administrator,
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org.

CHURCH STAFF
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff,
please send an email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woody Collins, Church Sexton

The Church Office and Building are now open. The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday. The outside doors are locked during this time, please call the church office,
410-730-3545, when you arrive. Please contact the Church Administrator, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org if you
need access to the church building at other times.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry Area.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please send articles
by email to: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, July 14, 2022 for August 2022 Issues. Then watch
your inbox every week!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule - Summer
9:00 a.m. First Worship in the Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship – Hybrid Worship
Through Sunday, September 4, 2022

FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc
LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org
CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO CHURCH OFFICE
MONDAY – FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
OR YOU CAN SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
(THE OUTSIDE DOORS WILL BE LOCKED, PLEASE CALL UPON ARRIVAL FOR ENTRY.)
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
Sunday, July 10th
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m. First Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship Service – Hybrid | Godly Play
11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service
Monday, July 11th
7:00 p.m. Playback Theater
Tuesday, July 12th
SUPER TUESDAY
1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Christian Education Meeting
Mission Meeting
Wednesday, July 13th
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Study Group
1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Study Group via Zoom
Thursday, July 14th
CHURCH OFFICE & BUILDING OPEN 10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
Friday, July 15th
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins

9:00 a.m.

Saturday, July 16th
Church Work Day

Sunday, July 17th
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
BAPTISM
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m. First Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship Service – Hybrid | Godly Play
11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service

