THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 24, 2022
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship
In-person and Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Grace is the ability to redefine the boundaries of possibility.
Manning Marable

Prelude
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
O Living God, Name Unnamed, let my soul rise up to meet you.
Let my soul rise up to meet you
as the day rises to meet the sun.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Loving God, you invite us to meet your love with faithfulness.
Renew us through the gift of your Spirit,
that we may always do and think what is just in your sight.
May we, who can do nothing good without you,
live according to your holy will and purpose,
through Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend, guide and savior.
Amen.
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* Hymn 16

O That I Had a Thousand Voices
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O Dass Ich Tausend

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Before God, with the people of God,
we confess to our brokenness:
to the ways we wound our lives,
the life of others, and the life of the world.
Forgive us, O God.
Move among us and give us life.
Make our hearts clean within us,
and renew us through Jesus Christ.
By your Spirit, sustain us,
and enable us to grow in love.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise (singing together)

Levine

Hallelu, Hal-le-lu, Hallelu, Hallelujah! Hallelu, Hallelujah, Amen.
(repeat)

How good it is that we should be together
Mother, Father, Sister, Brother, neighbor and friend.
Reaching out, find a way building bridges for tomorrow.
Mending hearts, making peace begins with us today.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube)
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* Song of Thanksgiving (singing together)

Solomon Major

Words of Welcome
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ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Exodus 18:12-27
12 And

Jethro, Moses’s father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God, and
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’s father-in-law in the
presence of God.
13 The next day Moses sat as judge for the people, while the people stood around him from
morning until evening. 14 When Moses’s father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the
people, he said, “What is this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, while
all the people stand around you from morning until evening?” 15 Moses said to his fatherin-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of God. 16 When they have a dispute,
they come to me, and I decide between one person and another, and I make known to them
the statutes and instructions of God.” 17 Moses’s father-in-law said to him, “What you are
doing is not good. 18 You will surely wear yourself out, both you and these people with you,
for the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone. 19 Now listen to me. I will give you
counsel, and God be with you! You should represent the people before God and bring their
cases to God. 20 Teach them the statutes and instructions and make known to them the way
they are to go and the things they are to do. 21 You should also look for able men among all
the people, men who fear God, are trustworthy, and hate dishonest gain; set them as
officers over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. 22 Let them sit as judges for the people
at all times; let them bring every important case to you but decide every minor case
themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden with you. 23 If you do
this and God so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all these people will
go to their homes in peace.”
24 So Moses listened to his father-in-law and did all that he had said. 25 Moses chose able
men from all Israel and appointed them as heads over the people, as officers over
thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. 26 And they judged the people at all times; hard cases
they brought to Moses, but any minor case they decided themselves. 27 Then Moses let his
father-in-law depart, and he went off to his own country.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
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Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113.
(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Second Lesson: Mark 2:18-22
18 Now

John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting, and people came and said to him,
“Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not
fast?” 19 Jesus said to them, “The wedding attendants cannot fast while the bridegroom is
with them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot
fast. 20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they
will fast on that day.
21 “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls away
from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22 Similarly, no one puts new wine
into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so are
the skins, but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Lessons COVID Taught: Adaptability
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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Morton Harris

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

from A Declaration of Faith (1977)

Israel did not cease to be God’s people.
Yet out of Israel a new people was formed.
The Spirit came with power to the followers of Jesus.
Led by the apostles they began to proclaim with boldness
the new thing God had done in Christ.
They began to experience in their fellowship
a new quality of common life.
We believe that by the power of the same Spirit
the church can be set on its way again,
even when it seems beyond hope of renewal.
We are grateful heirs of reformations and awakenings.
We are faithful to the reformers of the past
when we hold ourselves open in the present
to the reforming and renewing work of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God!
* Hymn 319

Shout to the North
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Smith
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The Offering
Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
God, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
Give your church, O God,
the grace to serve you with courage,
that our lives may be a witness to your compassion
and our actions a testimony to your justice and mercy.
Through Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend and savior.
Amen.

SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn (see insert)

Send Down the Fire
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Marty Haugen

* Closing Responses
This is the good news:
Christ has risen and the Spirit is with us!
This is our story:
In life and in death we belong to God.
This is our new commandment:
To love one another as Christ loves us.
This is our calling:
To pray and work for the justice and joy of God’s realm.
* Benediction
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* Response 853 (singing together)

We Are Marching in the Light of God

Zulu/Xhosa:

Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’,
siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’.
Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’,
siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’.
We are singing in the light of God;
we are singing in the light of God.
We are singing in the light of God;
we are singing in the light of God.
* Postlude
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. All
rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved.”
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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