THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion
August 7, 2022
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship
In-person and Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
At the table bread is broken and the wine is outpoured
For the children who are smiling and the folk who are bored;
Here our doubts and objections lose foothold and fall
As we sense that God is all in all.
Janne Mark

Prelude
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Give thanks to God, the Name Unnamed, for God is good.
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
God’s open hand satisfies the desire of every living thing.
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
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Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
God of Abraham and Jesus, of history and time:
you invite your people to contemplate heavenly things
and you lure us toward faith in you.
May your coming among us find our doors open,
our tables set, and all your people ready to greet you. Amen.
* Hymn 14

For the Beauty of the Earth
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Dix

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Holy God,
you love us, you care for us,
and you lead us day by day.
But we have not followed you.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
And we have not loved our neighbors.
Forgive us by your grace.
Help us to walk in your way,
that we may see the world as you do,
and love it with your love;
for Jesus sake.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise

Angrisano Alleluia

(singing together)

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube)
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* Song of Peace (singing together)

Let There Be Love and Understanding

Let there be love and understanding among us,
Let peace and friendship be our shelter from the storm.
Words of Welcome

ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Psalm 16
1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
2 I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you.”
3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones
in whom is all my delight.
4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names upon my lips.
5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.
7 I bless the LORD, who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
8 I keep the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol
or let your faithful one see the Pit.
11 You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
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Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113.
(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Second Lesson: 1 Samuel 1:1-20, 2:1-10

1 There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose
name was Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 He
had two wives; the name of one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah.
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.
3 Now this man used to go up year by year from his town to worship and to sacrifice to
the LORD of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of
the LORD. 4 On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah
and to all her sons and daughters, 5 but to Hannah he gave a double portion because he
loved her, though the LORD had closed her womb. 6 Her rival used to provoke her severely,
to irritate her, because the LORD had closed her womb. 7 So it went on year by year; as often
as she went up to the house of the LORD, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept
and would not eat. 8 Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do
you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?”
9 After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before
the LORD. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of
the LORD. 10 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD and wept bitterly. 11 She
made this vow: “O LORD of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant and
remember me and not forget your servant but will give to your servant a male child, then I
will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine
nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.”
12 As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying
silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was
drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put
away your wine.” 15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I
have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before
the LORD. 16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out
of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.” 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God

5

of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” 18 And she said, “Let your servant find
favor in your sight.” Then the woman went her way and ate and drank with her
husband, and her countenance was sad no longer.
19 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they went back to
their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered her. 20 In
due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have
asked him of the LORD.”

2 Hannah prayed and said,
“My heart exults in the LORD;
my strength is exalted in my God.
My mouth derides my enemies
because I rejoice in your victory.
2 There is no Holy One like the LORD,
no one besides you;
there is no Rock like our God.
3 Talk no more so very proudly;
let not arrogance come from your mouth,
for the LORD is a God of knowledge,
and by him actions are weighed.
4 The bows of the mighty are broken,
but the feeble gird on strength.
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,
but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.
The barren has borne seven,
but she who has many children is forlorn.
6 The LORD kills and brings to life;
he brings down to Sheol and raises up.
7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low; he also exalts.
8 He raises up the poor from the dust;
he lifts the needy from the ash heap
to make them sit with princes
and inherit a seat of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s,
and on them he has set the world.
9 He will guard the feet of his faithful ones,
but the wicked will perish in darkness,
for not by might does one prevail.
10 The LORD! His adversaries will be shattered;
the Most High will thunder in heaven.
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The LORD will judge the ends of the earth;
he will give strength to his king
and exalt the power of his anointed.”
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Interrupting Assumptions

The Rev. Kate Foster

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional)

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Offering
Concerns and Remembrances
* Communion Hymn 525

Let Us Break Bread Together
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Let Us Break Bread
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The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
God is here!
And the Spirit is with us!
People of God, open your hearts.
We open them to God and one another.
Let us give thanks to the living God.
We thank God with joy.
[The pastor continues to lead us in prayer.
We gather up all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:]

God in heaven, your name is to be honored.
May your new community of hope be realized
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today the essentials of life.
Release us from our wrongdoing
as we also release those who wrong us.
Do not test us beyond our enduring;
save us from all that is evil.
For you embrace justice, love and peace,
now and to the end of time.
Amen.
Breaking the Bread
Communion of the People
We share the bread and the cup around the table n our homes, and in the Sanctuary.

Music at Communion
* Prayer After Communion
* Song After Communion 544

Bless the Lord
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SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 716

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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Beach Spring

* Closing Responses
In work and in worship
God is with us.
Gathered and scattered
God is with us.
Now and always
God is with us, thanks be to God.
* Benediction
* Response (singing together)

Send Down the Fire, refrain

* Postlude
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. All
rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved.”
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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