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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Songs of the Spirit 
August 21, 2022 

10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
In-person and Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

How often, making music, we have found 
a new dimension in the world of sound, 
as worship moved us to a more profound Alleluia! 

  Fred Pratt Green 

 Prelude Preludio Arcangelo Corelli 

  Menuet alternat from Sonata VI Johann Ernst Galliard 

  Evelyn Mogren, trombone 
  Matt May, harpsichord 

 Greeting  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle  

Come, let us sing to God, the Name Unnamed. 
 Let us bring our thankfulness into God’s presence. 

Come, let us sing to God, the Name Unnamed. 
 We will sing songs of praise with all our heart and all our voice! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning  

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Creator of the cosmos, of eternity and time, 
be with us in this time. 
Savior of the world, healer of the nations, 
be with us in this place. 
Breath of all that lives, of people near and far, 
stir within our lives. 
Maker, Spirit, Son, 
God of here and now, 
be present in our worship, 
that we may find new ways 
to be present in your world. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 401 Here in This Place Gather Us In 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 A Litany of Thanksgiving  

Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
God’s love is everlasting. 

Come, let us praise God joyfully. 
Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 

For the good world; 
for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; 
for seen and unseen splendors; 
Thank you, God. 

For human life; 
for talking and moving and thinking together; 
for common hopes and hardships shared  
from birth until our dying; 
Thank you, God. 

For work to do and strength to work; 
for the comradeship of labor; 
for exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 
Thank you, God. 

For your help in times of doubt and sorrow; 
for healing our diseases; 
for preserving us in temptation and danger; 
Thank you, God. 

For the church into which we have been called; 
for the good news we receive by Word and Sacrament; 
for our life together in the Lord; 
We praise you, God. 

For your Holy Spirit, 
who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love; 
who prays in us and prompts our grateful worship; 
We praise you, God. 

Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and lives again for our salvation; 
for our hope in him; 
and for the joy of serving him; 
We thank and praise you, Eternal God, 
for all your goodness to us. 

Give thanks to the Lord, who is good. 
God’s love is everlasting. 
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* Response of Praise (singing together) Angrisano Alleluia 

 

 

* Sharing the Peace  

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

 (During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Song of Peace (singing together)Let There Be Love and Understanding 

Let there be love and understanding among us, 
Let peace and friendship be our shelter from life’s storms. 

 Words of Welcome  
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HEAR, PRAY AND SING 

 Prayer for Illumination  

 First Lesson:  Psalm 65 

You are to be praised, O God in Zion; 
to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
To you the one who answers prayer,  
to you all flesh shall come. 
Our sins are stronger than we are,  
but you blot out our transgressions. 
Happy are they whom you choose  
and draw to your courts to dwell there!  
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house,  
by the holiness of your temple. 

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,  
O God of our salvation,  
O hope of the ends of the earth and of the oceans faraway. 
You make firm the mountains by your power;  
you are girded about with might. 
You still the roaring of the seas,  
the roaring of their waves and the clamor of the peoples. 
Those who dwell at the ends of the earth  
will tremble at your marvelous signs;  
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly;  
you make it very plenteous;  
the river of God is full of water.  
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;  
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
You crown the year with your goodness,  
and your paths overflow with plenty. 
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,  
and the hills be clothed with joy. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Psalm Prayer  
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* Hymn 38 To Bless the Earth Christus, Der Ist Mein Leben 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 4:16-21  

When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up,  
he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom.  
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.  
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:  

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives  
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.  
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.  
Then he began to say to them,  
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 
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* A Prayer for our Calling – (together) from The Book of Occasional Services 

Gracious God, 
pour out your Spirit of power and truth 
upon the whole church 
that we may be for you a holy people, 
baptized to serve you in the world. 
Sustain this congregation in ministry. 
Ground us in the gospel, secure our hope in Christ, 
strengthen our service to the outcast, 
and increase our love for one another. 
Show us the transforming power of your grace  
in our life together, 
that we may be servants of the gospel, 
offering a compelling witness in the world 
to the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 69 Here I Am, Lord Here I Am (Schutte) 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Iona Abbey Worship Book 

With the whole church 
We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 
befriended by Christ, 
empowered by the Spirit. 

With people everywhere 
We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

With all creation 
We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 
the unfolding purposes of God, 
forever at work in ourselves and the world. 

* Hymn 641 When in Our Music God Is Glorified Engelberg 
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 The Offering  

 Third Lesson:  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

For just as the body is one and has many members,  
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body –  
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.  
If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,”  
that would not make it any less a part of the body.  
And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,”  
that would not make it any less a part of the body.  
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.  
If all were a single member, where would the body be?  
As it is, there are many members, yet one body.  
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,”  
nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”  
On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
and those members of the body that we think less honorable  
we clothe with greater honor,  
and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect;  
whereas our more respectable members do not need this.  
But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member,  
that there may be no dissension within the body,  
but the members may have the same care for one another.  
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;  
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.  

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; 
then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,  
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.  
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?  
Do all work miracles?  Do all possess gifts of healing?  
Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?   

But strive for the greater gifts.  

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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* A Prayer for our Common Life (together) after The Prayer for the Iona Community 

O God, in days past you gave the people of this community 
the gifts of courage, faith and vision to found our congregation, 
and the energy, intelligence, imagination and love 
to serve you in the world 
through war and peace, prosperity and hardship. 
Grant, we pray, 
a like spirit to us in this time and place, 
and in our circumstance. 

Further in all things the purpose of our common life, 
that hidden things may be revealed to us 
and new ways found to touch the hearts of all. 
May we preserve with each other love and peace, 
and, if it be your holy will, 
grant that we may continue to be a place of your abiding, 
and that our common life may continue to be  
a sanctuary and a light, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 103 Come Now, O Prince of Peace O-So-So 
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 Fourth Lesson:  Revelation 21:1-6  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth;  
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,  
and the sea was no more.  

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,  
coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  

“See, the home of God is among mortals.  
He will dwell with them as their God;  
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  
for the first things have passed away.”  

And the one who was seated on the throne said,  
“See, I am making all things new.”  
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  
Then he said to me,  
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.  

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Concerns and Remembrances  

 Prayers for the Repair of the World  

O God who listens, 
Hear our prayer 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Ever-living God, 
you brought creation into being through Christ, 
and in Christ all things find their purpose. 
Open our eyes to see the world as your gift 
and to use your gifts for the sake of Christ, 
that through the witness of our lives 
the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn A Place at the Table True 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church  

* Hymn 341 O God, Show Mercy to Us Thaxted 
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* Closing Responses  

In work and in worship 
God is with us. 

Gathered and scattered 
God is with us. 

Now and always 
God is with us, thanks be to God. 

* Response (singing together)  Send Down the Fire, refrain 

* Postlude  
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved.” 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 
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