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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 28, 2022 

10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
In-person and Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

A house to which you come, a shelter better than your home, 
for here the love of God is known, practiced and shown 
and all discouragement 
is dented by God’s promise and intent. 

  Janne Mark 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

God welcomes all! 
Whoever we are; wherever we are; however we are. 

 God welcomes all. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Holy God, you alone are worthy of our praise. 
Open our eyes to see the world as you see it. 
Give us wisdom to witness your presence in all people. 
Transform us in love, grow us in faith, 
call us to love with a full heart 
and to share your abundance with all people. 
Amen. 

* Hymn Sing for God’s Glory Lobe Den Herren 

to the tune of “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” 

   words: ©Kathryn Galloway 

1. Sing for God’s glory that colours the dawn of creation, 

racing across the sky, trailing bright clouds of elation; 

 sun of delight 

 succeeds the velvet of night, 

warming the earth’s exultation. 

2. Sing for God’s power that shatters the chains that would bind us, 

searing the darkness of fear and despair that could blind us, 

 touching our shame 

 with love that will not lay blame, 

reaching out gently to find us. 

3. Sing for God’s justice disturbing each easy illusion, 

tearing down tyrants and putting our pride to confusion; 

 lifeblood of right, 

 resisting evil and slight, 

offering freedom’s transfusion. 

4. Sing for God’s saints who have travelled faith’s journey before us, 

who in our weariness give us their hope to restore us; 

 in them we see 

 the new creation to be, 

spirit of love made flesh for us. 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of grace, 
we confess that we have not followed your path, 
but have chosen our own way. 
We take the best seats at the table. 
We ignore the needs of others. 
We do not live in harmony with you creation. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves, 
and free us to love our neighbor. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise (singing together) Levine 

Hallelu, Hal-le-lu, Hallelu, Hallelujah! Hallelu, Hallelujah, Amen. 
(repeat) 

How good it is that we should be together 
Mother, Father, Sister, Brother, neighbor and friend. 

Reaching out, find a way building bridges for tomorrow. 
Mending hearts, making peace begins with us today. 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 
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* Response 448 (singing together)  Peace of God Be With You 

 

 Words of Welcome 

ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 112 

1Praise the LORD! Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in his 
commandments. 
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 
3Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever. 
4They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and 
righteous. 
5It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice. 
6For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever. 
7They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD. 
8Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on 
their foes. 
9They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness endures 
forever; their horn is exalted in honor. 
10The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away; the desire of the 
wicked comes to nothing. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 14:1, 7-14 

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a 
meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8"When 
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in 
case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, 'Give this person your place', and then in 
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit 
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move 
up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For 
all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted." 

12He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may 
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot 
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Table Politics Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Iona Abbey Worship Book 

With the whole church 
We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 
befriended by Christ, 
empowered by the Spirit. 

With people everywhere 
We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

With all creation 
We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 
the unfolding purposes of God, 
forever at work in ourselves and the world. 

* Hymn 529 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Union Seminary 
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 The Offering 

 Anthem O God, You Search Me Bernadette Farrell 

   Nan Miller and Mary Speers 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

O God who listens, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

God of eternity and time, 
in the order of your creation 
you have given righteousness, justice, peace, and love 
for the enlightenment of all people. 
Keep us always in that light, 
so that throughout our lives we may show 
the glory of the light of the world, 
Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 372 O for a World Azmon 

* Closing Responses 

In work and in worship 
God is with us. 

Gathered and scattered 
God is with us. 

Now and always 
God is with us, thanks be to God. 

* Benediction 



9 

 

* Response (singing together)  Send Down the Fire, refrain 

* Postlude 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved.” 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 
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